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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 2089
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ENGLAND

The Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007

Made - - - - 13th July 2007

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1

The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by
sections 45 and 105 of the Local Government Act 2000(1):

The Secretary of State has consulted the Electoral Commission about these Regulations in
accordance with section 45(8A) of that Act.

In accordance with section 45(8B) of that Act, the Secretary of State has consulted the Electoral
Commission on the intelligibility of the questions which may be asked at a referendum as specified in
these Regulations. He has laid before each House of Parliament a report stating the views expressed
by the Commission in response.

In accordance with section 45(8D) of that Act, the Secretary of State has sought and had regard to
the views of the Electoral Commission on the matter of the limitation of referendums expenses. He
has laid no statement before each House of Parliament in pursuance of that subsection because these
Regulations accord with those views.

In accordance with section 105(6) of that Act, a draft of this instrument has been laid before and
approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament.

Citation, commencement and revocations

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007.

(2) These Regulations come into force 14 days after the day on which they are made.
(3) These Regulations apply to the holding of referendums by local authorities in England.
(4) The following statutory instruments are revoked—

(a) The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001(2);

(1) 2000 c. 22; section 45(8A) to (8D) were inserted by, and section 45(9) was amended by, paragraph 18 of Schedule 21 to
the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41); section 105(6) was amended by, and section 105(6A) was
inserted by, paragraph 14 of Schedule 3 to the Local Government Act 2003 (c. 26).

(2) S.1.2001/1298.
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(b) The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) (Consequential
Amendments) Order 2001(3);

(¢) The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) (Amendment) Regulations
2004(4);

(d) The Civil Partnerships Act 2004 (Amendments to Subordinate Legislation) Order 2005,(5)
to the extent of Part 3 of Schedule 12.

Interpretation

2

—(1) In these Regulations—
“the 1983 Act” means the Representation of the People Act 1983(6);
“the 1985 Act” means the Representation of the People Act 1985(7);
“the 2000 Act” means the Local Government Act 2000(8);

“the Petitions and Directions Regulations” means The Local Authorities (Referendums)
(Petitions and Directions) (England) Regulations 2000(9);

“the Representation of the People Regulations” means The Representation of the People
(England and Wales) Regulations 2001(10);

“the Combination of Polls Regulations” means The Representation of the People (Combination
of Polls) (England and Wales) Regulations 2004(11);

“the Local Government Act Referendums Rules” means the rules set out in Schedule 3 to these
Regulations;

“the Local Government Act Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules” means the rules set
out in Schedule 5 to these Regulations;

“counting observer” means a person appointed by a counting officer under rule 18(2) of
the Local Government Act Referendums Rules or rule 18(1) of the Local Government Act
Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules (as the case may be);

“counting officer” means a person referred to in regulation 9;

“elected mayor”, in relation to a local authority, means an individual elected as mayor of
the authority by the local government electors for the authority’s area in accordance with
provisions made by or under Part 2 of the 2000 Act;

“European Parliamentary election” and “European Parliamentary general election” must be
construed in accordance with section 27(1) of the 1985 Act(12);

“further referendum” means a referendum held in pursuance of an order under regulation 17(3);

“local government election” must be construed in accordance with section 203(1) of the 1983
Act(13);
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(13)

S.1. 2001/1494.
S.1. 2004/226.
S.1. 2005/2114.
1983 c. 2.

1985 ¢. 50.

2000 c. 22.

S.I. 2000/2852; amended by S.1. 2001/760 and 2001/1310.

S.I1. 2001/341; amended by S.1. 2001/1700, 2002/1871, 2004/226, 2006/752 and 2006/2910.

S.I. 2004/294; amended by S.1. 2006/3278.

1985 c. 50; the definitions were amended by section 3 of the European Communities (Amendment) Act 1986 (c. 58) in

consequence of the European Assembly being renamed the European Parliament.

1983 c. 2; the definition of “local government election” was amended by paragraph 39 of Schedule 17 to the Greater London

Authority Act 1999 (c. 29).
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“mayoral election” must be construed in accordance with The Local Authorities (Mayoral
Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007(14);

“outline fall-back proposals”™—

(a) inrelation to proposals under section 25 (proposals) of the 2000 Act, means an outline of
the proposals that a local authority intend to implement if their proposals under section 25
are rejected in a referendum,;

(b) in relation to proposals under regulation 17 (action before referendum) or regulation 19
(action on receipt of direction) of the Petitions and Directions Regulations, means an
outline of the proposals that a local authority intend to implement if proposals that are
to be the subject of a referendum under Part 2 or Part 3 of those Regulations are rejected
in that referendum,;

(¢) in relation to proposals under an order under section 36 (referendum following order)
of the 2000 Act, means—

(1)  ifthe authority are then operating executive or alternative arrangements, a summary
of those arrangements;

(i) inany other case, an outline of the proposals that the authority intend to implement
if proposals that are to be the subject of a referendum are rejected in that
referendum;

(d) in relation to proposals under regulations under section 30 (operation of different
executive arrangements) or section 33 (operation of alternative arrangements) of the 2000
Act, means a summary of the authority’s existing executive arrangements or existing
alternative arrangements (as the case may be);

“petition organiser”, in relation to a referendum, means a person who is treated for the purposes
of regulation 10(4) or (5) (formalities of petition) (as the case may be) of the Petitions and
Directions Regulations, as the petition organiser of any valid petition (whether an amalgamated
petition, a constituent petition or a post-announcement petition) received by the council by or
in respect of which the referendum is held;

“polling observer” means a person appointed by a counting officer under rule 18(1) of the Local
Government Act Referendums Rules or rule 19(1) of the Local Government Act Referendums
(Combination of Polls) Rules (as the case may be);

“proper officer” must be construed in accordance with section 270(3) of the Local Government
Act 1972(15);

“proposals date”—

(a) in relation to a referendum, other than a further referendum, means the date on which
proposals—

(1)  under section 25 of the 2000 Act which involve a form of executive for which a
referendum is required,

(i) under regulation 17 or 19 of the Petitions and Directions Regulations,
(iii) under an order under section 36 of the 2000 Act, or
(iv) under regulations under section 30 or 33 of the 2000 Act,

are sent to the Secretary of State; and

(b) inrelation to a further referendum, means the day which falls two months before the day
on which the poll at the further referendum is held,

(14) S.1.2007/1024.
(15) 1972 c. 70.
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“referendum” means a referendum held under section 27 (referendum in case of proposals
involving elected mayor) of the 2000 Act, or by virtue of regulations or an order made under
any provision of Part 2 (arrangements with respect to executives etc.) of the 2000 Act;

“referendum period”, in relation to a referendum (including a further referendum), means the
period beginning with—

(a) where the proposals date precedes the coming into force of these Regulations, the date
on which these Regulations come into force;

(b) in any other case, the proposals date,
and ending on the date of the referendum;
“relevant election or referendum” means one or more of the following—
(a) another referendum (including a further referendum);
(b) a Parliamentary election;
(c) a European Parliamentary election;
(d) alocal government election;
(¢) amayoral election;
the poll at which is taken together with the poll at the referendum;
“voting area” means the area in which a referendum is held.

(2) Any reference in the following provisions of these Regulations to a section followed by a
number is, unless the context otherwise requires, a reference to the section of the 2000 Act that bears
that number.

Question to be asked in referendum

3. Where the proposals in relation to which a referendum is to be held involve—

(a) a mayor and cabinet executive, the question to be asked in that referendum is to be in the
form set out in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 to these Regulations;

(b) a mayor and council manager executive, the question to be asked in that referendum is to
be in the form set out in paragraph 2 of that Schedule;

(c) aleader and cabinet executive, the question to be asked in that referendum is to be in the
form set out in paragraph 3 of that Schedule.

Publicity and other information in connection with referendums

4.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the proper officer must, as soon as practicable after the proposals
date, publish in at least one newspaper circulating in the local authority’s area, a notice which
contains—

(a) a statement that, as the case may be—

(i) proposals under section 25 involving a form of executive for which a referendum
is required,

(i1) proposals under regulation 17(3) or 19(1) of the Petitions and Directions
Regulations,

(ii1) proposals under an order under section 36, or
(iv) proposals under regulations under section 30 or 33,
have been sent to the Secretary of State;

(b) a description of the main features of the proposals and of the outline fall-back proposals;
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(c) a statement—
(1) that a referendum will be held,
(i1) of the date on which the referendum will be held,

(iii) in a case to which regulation 10(1) or (7) applies, that the poll in the referendum will
be taken together with the poll or polls in an election or elections of a description
which is to be specified in the statement,

(iv) of the question to be asked in the referendum,

(v) that the referendum will be conducted in accordance with procedures similar to those
used at local government elections,

(vi) of the referendum expenses limit (as defined in regulation 6(1)) that will apply in
relation to the referendum and the number of local government electors by reference
to which that limit has been calculated,

(vii) of the address and times at which a copy of the proposals, and of the authority’s
outline fall-back proposals, may be inspected,

(viii) of the procedures for obtaining a copy of the proposals and outline fall-back
proposals, and

(ix) if the proper officer then knows that the poll in the referendum (whether or not it is
to be taken together with the poll in an election) will be taken together with the poll
in a referendum for another area, that the polls will be taken together for the two (or
more) areas, which are to be specified in the statement.

(2) At least 14 days before the day on which he publishes a notice in accordance with
paragraph (1) the proper officer of an authority must, by notice in writing, advise—

(a) if he is the proper officer of a county council, the proper officer of the council of each
district comprised in the county;

(b) if he is the proper officer of a district council comprised in an area for which there is a
county council, the proper officer of—

(1) the council of the county in which the district lies, and
(i1) each of the other district councils in that county,

that he intends to publish a notice under paragraph (1) and of the date of the referendum to be held
in his area.

(3) It is the duty of each proper officer—
(a) to whom notice has been given under paragraph (2), and
(b) whose council are considering the holding of a referendum in their area,

to consider whether it would be practicable to combine that referendum with the one of which such
notice has been given; and each such officer must reply to the notice with seven days from the date
of its receipt, indicating whether his authority wish to combine their referendum with that to which
that notice refers.

(4) Unless the notice required to be published by paragraph (1) (“the first notice”) is published
fewer than 56 days before the date of the referendum, the proper officer must publish a second notice
containing the particulars specified in paragraph (1)(c)(i) to (viii) and, if paragraph (1)(c)(ix) applies
(whether or not it applied in relation to the first notice), the particulars specified in that paragraph.

(5) The second notice is to be published—

(a) in the same newspaper or newspapers as were used for the publication of the first notice,
and

(b) not greater than 55 days and not fewer than 28 days before the date of the referendum.
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(6) The authority must make available for inspection throughout the referendum period, at the
address and times stated in the notice, and free of charge, a copy of their proposals and outline fall-
back proposals, and must secure that sufficient copies are available for persons who wish to obtain
copies.

(7) The authority may provide (whether or not in pursuance of any duty to do so) any other
factual information relating to the proposals, the outline fall-back proposals or the referendum so
far as it is presented fairly.

(8) In determining for the purposes of paragraph (7) whether any information is presented fairly,
regard is, in accordance with section 38, to be had to any guidance for the time being issued by the
Secretary of State under section 38.

Restriction on publication etc. of promotional material

5.—(1) This regulation applies to any material which—
(a) provides general information about the referendum,
(b) deals with any of the issues raised by the question to be asked in the referendum, or
(c) puts any arguments for or against a particular answer to that question.

(2) No material to which this regulation applies is to be published by or on behalf of a local
authority during the period of 28 days ending with the date of the poll at the referendum.

(3) Paragraph (2) does not apply to—

(a) material made available to persons in response to specific requests for information or to
persons specifically seeking access to it,

(b) the publication of information relating to the holding of the poll at the referendum, or

(c) the publication of press notices containing factual information where the sole purpose of
the publication is to refute or correct any inaccuracy in material published by a person
other than the local authority.

(4) In this regulation “publish” means make available to the public at large, or to any section of
the public, in whatever form and by whatever means (including, in particular, by inclusion in any
programme included in a programme service within the meaning of the Broadcasting Act 1990(16));
and “publication” is to be construed accordingly.

General restriction on referendum expenses

6.—(1) In this regulation and regulation 7—

“campaign organiser” means the individual or body by whom, or on whose behalf, referendum
expenses are incurred (including expenses treated as incurred) in connection with a referendum
campaign;

“referendum campaign” means a campaign conducted with a view to promoting or procuring
a particular outcome in relation to the question to be asked in a referendum;

“referendum expenses” means the expenses incurred by or on behalf of any individual or body
during the referendum period for referendum purposes in respect of any of the matters set out
in paragraphs 1 to 7 of Schedule 2 to these Regulations, as read in accordance with paragraph
8 of that Schedule;

“referendum expenses limit” means the aggregate of £2,362 and the amount found by
multiplying by 5.9 pence the number of entries in the relevant register;

(16) 1990 c. 42. Section 201, containing the definition of programme service, was amended by section 360 of and Schedule 19
to the Communications Act 2003 (c. 21).
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“for referendum purposes” means—

(a) in connection with the conduct or management of any campaign conducted with a view
to promoting or procuring a particular outcome in relation to the question asked in the
referendum, or

(b) otherwise in connection with promoting or procuring any such outcome;

“the relevant register” means the register (or registers) of local government electors published
under section 13 (publication of registers) of the 1983 Act(17) after the conclusion of the
canvass conducted under section 10 of that Act(18) in the year immediately preceding that in
which the referendum is held, which has (or have) effect in the area of the local authority by
which or as regards which the referendum is held (whether or not the persons to whom those
entries relate are entitled to vote in the referendum).

(2) The total referendum expenses incurred, or, in accordance with regulation 7, treated as
incurred, by or on behalf of any individual or body must not exceed the referendum expenses limit.

(3) Where any referendum expenses are incurred in excess of the referendum expenses limit, a
person who knew or ought reasonably to have known that that limit would be exceeded, or who,
without reasonable excuse, authorises another person to exceed that limit, is guilty of an offence.

(4) Where information is given to the Director of Public Prosecutions that an offence under
paragraph (3) has been committed, it is his duty to make such inquiries and institute such prosecutions
as the circumstances of the case appear to him to require.

(5) Where an offence under paragraph (3) which has been committed by a body corporate is
proved to have been committed with the consent or connivance of, or to have been attributable to any
neglect on the part of, a director, manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate,
or any other person purporting to act in any such capacity, he, as well as the body corporate, is guilty
of that offence and is liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

(6) A person who commits an offence under paragraph (3) is liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 12 months or both, or

(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months
or both.

(7) In relation to an offence committed before the commencement of section 154(1) of the
Criminal Justice Act 2003,(19) the reference in paragraph (6)(a) to 12 months is to be read as a
reference to 6 months.

(8) Nothing in paragraph (2) affects the right of any creditor who, when the expense was incurred,
was ignorant of that expense being in contravention of that paragraph.

Notional referendum expenses

7.—(1) This regulation applies where—

(a) property, services or facilities is or are provided for the use or benefit of any person either

(i) free of charge, or

(i1) at a discount of more than 10 per cent of the commercial rate for the use of the
property or for the provision of the services or facilities; and

(17) 1983 c. 2; the existing section 13 was substituted for the original section 13 by paragraph 6 of Schedule 1 to the Representation
of the People Act 2000 (c. 2).
(18) 1983 c. 2; the present section 10 was substituted by paragraph 4 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act 2000
(c. 2) and amended by paragraphs 5 and 105 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 26).
(19) 2003 c. 44.
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(b) the property, services or facilities is or are made use of by or on behalf of that person in
circumstances such that, if any expenses were to be (or are) actually incurred by him or
on his behalf in respect of that use, they would be (or are) referendum expenses incurred
by him or on his behalf.

(2) Subject to paragraph (5), where this regulation applies an amount of referendum expenses
determined in accordance with paragraph (3) is, unless it is not more that £200, to be treated for the
purposes of regulation 6 as incurred by that person during the period for which the property, services
or facilities is or are made use of as mentioned in paragraph (1)(b).

(3) The amount mentioned in paragraph (2) is such proportion of either—

(a) the commercial rate for the use of the property or the provision of the services or facilities
(where the property, services or facilities is or are provided free of charge), or

(b) the difference between that commercial rate and the amount of the expenses actually
incurred by or on behalf of that person in respect of the use of the property or the provision
of the services or facilities (where the property, services or facilities is or are provided at
a discount),

as is reasonably attributable to the use made of the property, services or facilities as mentioned in
paragraph (1)(b).

(4) Where the services of an employee are made available by his employer for the use or benefit
of a person, the amount which is to be taken as constituting the commercial rate for the provision
of those services is the amount of the remuneration or allowances payable to the employee by his
employer in respect of the period for which his services are made available (but that amount is not
to include any amount in respect of contributions or other payments for which the employer is liable
in respect of the employee).

(5) No amount of referendum expenses is to be regarded as incurred by virtue of paragraph (2)
in respect of the provision by any individual of his own services which he provides voluntarily in
his own time and free of charge.

Conduct of referendum: poll at referendum not taken together with poll at relevant election
or referendum

8—(1) A referendum is to be conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act
Referendums Rules (as contained in Schedule 3 to these Regulations), unless the poll at the
referendum is taken together with the poll at a relevant election or referendum.

(2) The provisions mentioned in the first column of Tables 1 to 6 of Schedule 4 to these
Regulations have effect in relation to referendums, subject to the modifications specified in that
Schedule and to any contrary provision of these Regulations.

Counting officer

9.—(1) Subject to regulations 11(2) and 13(2), functions conferred by these Regulations on the
counting officer are to be exercised in each voting area by the person who is for the time being the
returning officer at elections of councillors for that area under section 35(1) or (3) (returning officers:
local elections) of the 1983 Act.(20)

(2) Itis the counting officer’s general duty at the referendum to do all such acts and things as may
be necessary for effectually conducting the referendum in the manner provided by these Regulations.

(3) The counting officer must also appoint and pay such persons as may be necessary for the
purpose of the counting of the votes.

(20) 1983 c. 2; subsection (1) was amended by paragraph 11 of Schedule 16 to the Local Government Act 1985 (c. 51).
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Combination of polls: general

10.—(1) Where the poll at a referendum would be taken on a day that falls within the period—

(a) beginning 28 days before the day on which the poll is to be taken at an election of a
description mentioned in paragraph (2), and

(b) ending 28 days after the day on which the poll is to be taken at any such election,

the poll at the referendum must, subject to paragraphs (3) and (5), be taken on the day on which the
poll is to be taken at the election; and the polls must be taken together.

(2) The descriptions of election mentioned in this paragraph are—

(a) an ordinary election of councillors for a county electoral division or a district or London
borough ward (as the case may be) of the local authority by which or as regards which
the referendum is to be held;

(b) an ordinary election of councillors for a county electoral division or a district or London
borough ward (as the case may be) of any other local authority, where that division or ward
is wholly or partly within the area of the local authority by which or as regards which the
referendum is to be held;

(c) aparliamentary general election;

(d) an election to fill a vacancy in a parliamentary constituency that is wholly or partly within
the area of the local authority by which or as regards which the referendum is to be held;

(e) a European Parliamentary general election;

(f) a European Parliamentary election in respect of an electoral region within the meaning of
section 1 of the European Parliamentary Elections Act 2002(21) in which the area of the
local authority by which or as regards which the referendum is to be held falls;

(g) an ordinary election within the meaning of Part 1 (the Greater London Authority) of the
Greater London Authority Act 1999,(22) where the local authority by which or as regards
which the referendum is to be held is a London borough;

(h) an election (other than an ordinary election) of the Mayor of London under section 16(2)
(filling a vacancy in the office of Mayor) of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, where
the local authority by which or as regards which the referendum is to be held is a London
borough.

(3) Where the poll at a referendum would be taken together with the poll at an election of a
description mentioned in paragraph (2)(c), (d), (f) or (h), paragraph (1) does not apply where notice
of the date of the referendum is given under regulation 4 before the date on which notice is given of
the date of the election, and the date of the referendum is not the same as that of the election.

(4) In a case to which paragraph (3) applies, the poll at the referendum is to be taken on the day
of which notice has been given under regulation 4.

(5) Nothing in paragraph (1) requires the poll at a referendum to be taken together with the poll
at an election where the day on which those polls would be taken falls within the period—

(a) beginning five months after the date that, in relation to the referendum, is the petition date
or the direction date (as the case may be), and

(b) ending six months after the petition date or direction date (as the case may be).

(6) In paragraph (5)—

(21) 2002 c. 24; the present section 1 was substituted by section 1 of the European Parliament (Representation) Act 2003 (c. 7)
and amended by S.1. 2004/366 and 2004/1245.
(22) 1999 c. 29.
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“petition date” must be construed in accordance with Part 2 (Petitions and Referendums) of
the Petitions and Directions Regulations(23);

“direction date” means the date on which the Secretary of State gives a direction under
regulation 18 (circumstances in which Secretary of State may require referendum) of those
Regulations.

(7) The poll at a referendum may be taken together with the poll at an election under section 89
(filling of casual vacancies in the case of councillors) of the Local Government Act 1972(24) or
under section 10 (filling a vacancy in an Assembly constituency) of the Greater London Authority
Act 1999—

(a) where the referendum is to be held in compliance with a direction of the Secretary of State,
if he so determines;

(b) in any other case, if the authority by which the referendum is to be held so determines.
(8) Notice of a determination under paragraph (7) must be given in writing—

(a) where the determination is made by the Secretary of State, to the authority or authorities
(as the case may be) by which the election and the referendum concerned are to be held;

(b) where the determination is made by an authority, to the authority (other than themselves)
by which the election concerned is to be held.

(9) Subject to paragraph (10), where an authority (“the first authority”) have given notice under
regulation 4(1) of the date on which a referendum will be held in their area, no other authority—

(a) whose area includes that of the first authority, or
(b) whose area is part of that of the council of the same county as that of the first authority,

may hold a referendum in their area within the period beginning 28 days before the date of the first
authority’s referendum and ending 28 days after that date unless the polls at the referendums are
combined.

(10) Where the date on which a referendum is to be held in a county is the same as that on which
a referendum is to held in any district within that county, the polls must be taken together.

Combination of referendum and election polls: conduct of referendum

11.—(1) This regulation applies, in relation to the referendum, where polls are taken together in
accordance with regulation 10(1) or (7).

(2) The referendum is to be conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act
Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules (as contained in Schedule 5 to these Regulations).

(3) The provisions specified in the first column of Tables 1 to 6 of Schedule 4 have effect in
relation to the referendum, subject to the modifications specified in that Schedule and to any contrary
provision of these Regulations.

(4) Where a person applies under Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 2000(25)
to vote by post, or to vote by proxy, at the election, he is to be treated as applying also to vote by
post, or to vote by proxy, at the referendum.

(23) S.1. 2000/2852; amended by S.I. 2001/760 and 2001/1310.
(24) 1972 ¢.70; section 89 was amended by paragraph 13 of Schedule 8 to the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2),
section 19 of the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and Schedule 17 to the Local Government Act 1985 (c. 51).
(25) 2000 c. 2. Schedule 4 was amended by paragraph 164 of Schedule 27 to the Civil Partnerships Act 2004 (c. 33), and sections
5, 14, 35 and 38 of, and paragraphs 19, 20 and 137 of Schedule 1 to, the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
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Combination of referendum and election polls: supplementary provisions relating to
elections

12.—(1) This regulation applies, in relation to the election or elections (as the case may be),
where polls are taken together in accordance with regulation 10(1) or (7).

(2) The provisions specified in the first column of Tables 2, 3 and 6 of Schedule 4 have effect
in relation to elections to which this regulation applies, subject to the modifications specified in that
Schedule and to any contrary provision of these Regulations.

(3) Where a person applies under Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 to
vote by post, or to vote by proxy, at the referendum, he is to be treated as applying also to vote at
the election by post or by proxy.

Combination of referendum polls: supplementary
13.—(1) This regulation applies where polls at referendums are taken together in accordance
with regulation 10(9) or (10).

(2) The functions mentioned in paragraph (3) are all to be discharged by one counting officer,
and the counting officers are to agree as to which of them that should be.

(3) The functions mentioned in this paragraph are—

(a) those under the following rules of the Local Government Act Referendums (Combination
of Polls) Rules—

(1) unless paragraph (ii) applies, rule 8 (the corresponding number list) to the extent that
it relates to ballot papers to be provided in pursuance of rule 17(1);

(i) where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the
referendums are taken together under regulation 65 of Representation of the People
Regulations (as applied by paragraph (5)), rule 8 (the corresponding number list);

(iii) rule 12(3) (notice of situation of polling stations, etc.);

(iv) where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the
referendums are taken together under regulation 65 of Representation of the People
Regulations (as applied by paragraph (5)), rule 13 (postal ballot papers);

(v) rule 14 (provision of polling stations);

(vi) rule 15(1) and (2) (appointment of presiding officers and clerks) to the extent that
that rule concerns the appointment of presiding officers and clerks to assist them;

(vii) rule 17 (equipment of polling stations);
(viii) rule 20 (notification of requirement of secrecy in relation to polling stations);

(ix) where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the
referendums are taken together under regulation 65 of Representation of the People
Regulations (as applied by paragraph (5)), rule 22 (return of postal ballot papers);

(x) rule 23(3) (signature as to certificate of employment);
(x1) rule 24(2)(b) (keeping of order in station);
(xii) rule 38(1) (the count); and

(b) where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at more than one
referendum are taken together under regulation 65 of the Representation of the People
Regulations (as applied by paragraph (5)), the functions conferred by the provisions of
Part 5 of those Regulations applied by paragraph (5).

(4) The referendums are to be conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act
Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules.
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(5) The provisions specified in the first column of Tables 1 to 6 of Schedule 4 have effect
in relation to the referendums, subject to the modifications specified in that Schedule and to any
contrary provision of these Regulations.

(6) The cost of taking the combined poll (excluding any cost solely attributable to one
referendum) and any cost attributable to the combination is to be apportioned equally among the
referendums.

Result of referendum or further referendum

14.—(1) This regulation is subject to regulations 16 and 17.

(2) If the majority of the votes cast in a referendum other than a further referendum are “yes”
votes, the result of the referendum is—

(a) for the purposes of section 27(7), to approve the authority’s proposals under section 25;

(b) for the purposes of regulation 23 (action where referendum proposals approved) of the
Petitions and Directions Regulations or, as the case may be, the comparable provisions
of any other regulations or order made under any provision of Part 2 of the 2000 Act, to
approve the proposals that were the subject of the referendum.

(3) If the majority of the votes cast in a referendum other than a further referendum are “no”
votes, the result of the referendum is—

(a) for the purposes of section 27(8), to reject the authority’s proposals under section 25;

(b) for the purposes of regulation 24 (action where referendum proposals rejected) of the
Petitions and Directions Regulations or, as the case may be, the comparable provisions
of any other regulations or order made under any provision of Part 2 of the 2000 Act, to
reject the proposals that were the subject of the referendum.

(4) If the majority of the votes cast in a further referendum are “yes” votes, the result of the
referendum is to approve the continuation of the authority’s existing executive arrangements or their
existing alternative arrangements (as the case may be).

(5) If the majority of the votes cast in a further referendum are “no” votes, the result of the
referendum is to reject the continuation of the authority’s existing executive arrangements or their
existing alternative arrangements (as the case may be).

(6) In a case to which paragraph (5) applies, section 27(8) to (12) is then to apply as if the result of
the further referendum was the rejection of the authority’s proposals under section 25, but subject—

(a) in section 27(8)(b), to the insertion after “outline fall-back proposals” of “that were
proposed at the time of the referendum”,

(b) in section 27(9), to the omission of “outline fall-back proposals or”, and

(c) in section 27(10), to the substitution for “Outline fall-back proposals and detailed” of
“Detailed”.

Procedures for questioning referendum
15.—(1) A referendum under these Regulations may be questioned by petition (“a referendum
petition”)—
(a) on the ground that the result of the referendum was not in accordance with the votes cast,

(b) on the ground that the referendum was avoided by such corrupt or illegal practices, within
the meaning of the 1983 Act, as are relevant to referendums by virtue of regulation 8, 11
or 13 or paragraph (8),
(c) on the grounds provided by section 164 (avoidance of election for general corruption etc.)
of the 1983 Act, as applied for the purposes of these Regulations by paragraph (8), or
12
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(d) subject to paragraph (3), on the ground that a payment of money or other reward has
been made or promised since the referendum in pursuance of a corrupt or illegal practice
relevant to the referendum by virtue of regulation 8, 11 or 13 or paragraph (8).

(2) A referendum petition on any of the grounds specified in paragraph (1)(a) to (c) must be
presented not later than 21 days after the day on which the referendum was held.

(3) A referendum petition on the ground mentioned in paragraph (1)(d) may be presented only
with the leave of the High Court.

(4) An application for leave must be made, not later than 28 days after the date of the alleged
payment or promise, by application notice to the court at such time and place as the court may
appoint.

(5) Not less that seven days before the day so appointed the applicant must—

(a) serve the application notice on the respondent and the Director of Public Prosecutions and
lodge a copy in the election petitions office, and

(b) publishnotice of the intended application in at least one newspaper circulating in the voting
area for the referendum to which the application relates.

(6) The application notice must state the grounds on which the application is made.

(7) A referendum petition is to be tried by an election court, that is to say, a court constituted
under section 130 (election court for local election in England and Wales, and place of trial) of the
1983 Act for the trial of an election petition, as applied by paragraph (8).

(8) Schedule 6 to these Regulations contains provisions which have effect in relation to the
questioning of a referendum as they have effect in relation to the questioning of an election under
the Local Government Act 1972, subject to the modifications specified in that Schedule and to any
contrary provision of these Regulations.

(9) The Election Petition Rules 1960(26) have effect in relation to a referendum petition as they
have effect in relation to a local election petition within the meaning of those Rules, subject to the
modifications specified in Schedule 7 to these Regulations and to any contrary provision of these
Regulations.

Immediate consequences of referendum petitions
16.—(1) This regulation, apart from paragraph (8), applies where—

(a) a referendum petition is presented on any of the grounds mentioned in regulation 15(1)
(a) to (¢), or

(b) leave is granted to the presentation of a referendum petition brought under the ground
mentioned in regulation 15(1)(d).

(2) Where this regulation applies—
(a) in relation to a referendum—
(1) at which the question asked was in the form set out in paragraph 3 of Schedule 1, and
(i1) in which the majority of the votes cast are “yes” votes; and
(b) before the authority have passed a resolution under section 29,

the authority must take no further steps in consequence of the referendum until the election court
has certified its determination in the matter of the referendum petition.

(3) Where this regulation applies—

(a) in relation to a referendum—

(26) S.I. 1960/543; amended by S.1. 1985/1278, 1999/1352 and 2003/972.
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(i) at which the question asked was in the form set out in paragraph 3 of Schedule 1, and
(i1) in which the majority of the votes cast are “yes” votes; and
(b) after the authority have passed a resolution under section 29,

the authority must continue to operate the executive arrangements that are the subject of that
resolution.

(4) Where this regulation applies—
(a) in relation to a referendum—

(i) at which the question asked was in the form set out in paragraph 1 or 2 of Schedule 1,
and

(i1) in which the majority of the votes cast are “yes” votes; and

(b) without an election for the return of an elected mayor having taken place in consequence
of the referendum,

the authority must take no further steps in consequence of the referendum until the election court
has certified its determination in the matter of the referendum petition.

(5) Where this regulation applies—
(a) in relation to a referendum in which the majority of the votes cast are “no” votes; and

(b) the authority’s outline fall-back proposals are based on the executive or alternative
arrangements which they were operating at the date of the referendum,

they must continue to operate those arrangements.
(6) Where this regulation applies but paragraph (5) does not apply—
(a) inrelation to a referendum in which the majority of the votes cast are “no” votes, and

(b) before the authority have passed a resolution under section 29 (operation of, and publicity
for, executive arrangements) or section 33 (operation of alternative arrangements),

the authority must take no further steps in consequence of the referendum until the election court
has certified its determination in the matter of the referendum petition.

(7) Where this regulation applies—
(a) in relation to a referendum in which the majority of the votes cast are “no” votes, and
(b) after the authority have passed a resolution under section 29 or 33,

the authority must continue to operate the executive arrangements or the alternative arrangements
(as the case may be) that are the subject of that resolution.

(8) Where leave is granted to the presentation of a referendum petition brought under the ground
mentioned in regulation 15(1)(d)—

(a) in relation to a referendum—

(i) at which the question asked was in the form set out in paragraph 1 or 2 of Schedule 1,
and

(i1) in which the majority of the votes cast are “yes” votes; and

(b) after an election for the return of an elected mayor has taken place in consequence of the
referendum,

the elected mayor is to continue in office.
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Determination of referendum petitions and subsequent procedures

17.—(1) Where an election court certifies, as its determination of a referendum petition, that the
result of the referendum declared under regulation 14 is or is not in accordance with the votes cast
(as the case may be), any reference (in whatever terms) in the timetable—

(a) included in the authority’s proposals under section 25,

(b) included in their proposals under regulation 17(3)(a) or 19(1)(c) of the Petitions and
Directions Regulations,

(c) prepared in pursuance of section 27(4) or regulation 17(7)(a)(ii) or 20(3)(a)(iii) of those
Regulations, or

(d) prepared in pursuance of any other regulations or an order made under any provision of
Part 2 (arrangements with respect to executives etc.) of the 2000 Act,

to the date of the result of the referendum is to be construed as a reference to the date on which the
election court certifies its determination.

(2) Where an election court certifies, as its determination of a referendum petition specifying
any of the grounds mentioned in regulation 15(1), that the referendum was avoided, the authority
concerned must, not earlier than two months and not later than three months after the date on which
the election court has certified that determination, hold another referendum.

(3) Where the circumstances are as mentioned in regulation 16(8)(a) and (b), the court must—
(a) dismiss the petition, or
(b) allow the petition,

and, where the court allows the petition, it must declare the referendum to be tainted, and order that
a further referendum be held.

(4) Where the election court makes the order mentioned in paragraph (3), subject to
regulation 10(1), the authority must hold the further referendum as soon as practicable after the
expiration of the period of five years beginning with the date on which the tainted referendum was
held.

(5) If the majority of the votes cast in a further referendum are “yes” votes—

(a) where the authority are operating executive arrangements, they must continue to operate
those arrangements unless and until they are authorised or required to operate different
executive arrangements or authorised to operate alternative arrangements in place of their
existing executive arrangements, and

(b) where the authority are operating alternative arrangements, they must continue to operate
those arrangements unless and until they are authorised to operate different alternative
arrangements or authorised or required to operate executive arrangements in place of their
existing alternative arrangements.

(6) If the majority of votes cast in the further referendum are “no” votes, the authority—

(a) must implement the proposals that were their outline fall-back proposals at the time of the
tainted referendum, and

(b) subject to paragraphs (7) and (8), section 27(13) (referendum in case of proposals
involving elected mayor) applies to the implementation of detailed fall-back proposals
as if those outline fall-back proposals were outline fall-back proposals in the event that
proposals under section 25 (proposals) are rejected in a referendum under section 27.

(7) Where the authority’s outline fall-back proposals are the executive or alternative arrangements
which they were operating at the date of the tainted referendum, section 27(13) applies (as mentioned
in paragraph (6)) as if, for “in accordance with the timetable mentioned in subsection (4)”, there
were substituted “as soon as practicable”.
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(8) Where the authority’s outline fall-back proposals are executive arrangements which involve
a form of executive for which a referendum is not required—

(a) section 29(1) (operation of, and publicity for, executive arrangements) applies for the
purpose of enabling the authority to operate the executive arrangements set out in their
detailed fall-back proposals as it applies for the purpose of enabling an authority to operate
executive arrangements in other circumstances, and

(b) section 29(2) applies as if in paragraph (b) for sub-paragraph (i) there were substituted—

“(i) states that, in consequence of the rejection in a further referendum of the
authority’s existing executive arrangements, the authority have resolved to
operate the different executive arrangements that were described in their
outline fall-back proposals at the time of the referendum,”.

(9) These Regulations, except where the context otherwise requires, apply (so far as relevant) to
the conduct of the further referendum as they apply to the conduct of any other referendum subject
to—

(a) in regulation 4—
(i) the omission of paragraph (1)(a),
(i1) in paragraph (1)(b), the substitution for “the proposals” of “the authority’s existing
executive arrangements”,
(iii) in paragraph (1)(c)(vii), the substitution for “a copy of the proposals” of “a
document in which are set out the main features of the authority’s existing executive
arrangements”,

(iv) in paragraph (1)(c)(viii), the substitution for “the proposals and” of “that document
and those”,

(v) after paragraph (1)(c)(ix), the insertion of—

“(x) if it be the case, that the referendum is being held in consequence of the
determination of an election court that the referendum last held in the
authority’s area was void or, as the case may be, declared to be tainted by
reason of a payment of money or other reward made or promised since the
referendum in pursuance of a corrupt or illegal practice.”,

(vi) in paragraph (6), the substitution for “a copy of their proposals” of “a document
in which are set out the main features of the authority’s current executive
arrangements”’; and

(b) in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 1, and in the first two forms to appear in the Appendix
both to the Local Government Act Referendums Rules and the Local Government Act
Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules—

(i) the omission of “the proposal for”, and
(i1) the substitution for “to be run in a new way,” of “continuing to be run in a way”.

(10) On the substantive hearing of a referendum petition for which leave has been granted where
the circumstances are as mentioned in any paragraph of regulation 16 other than paragraph (8), the
election court must either—

(a) dismiss the petition, or
(b) allow the petition,

and, where the court allows the petition, it must declare the referendum avoided.
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Time
18.—(1) The days mentioned in paragraph (2) are to be disregarded in calculating any period of
time for the purposes of regulation 4(1).
(2) The days mentioned in this paragraph are—
(a) a Saturday or Sunday,

(b) Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Good Friday or a day which is a bank holiday under the
Banking and Financial Dealings Act 1971(27) in England, and

(c) any day appointed as a day of public thanksgiving or mourning.

Advertisements

19. The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 1992(28) have
effect in relation to the display on any site in a voting area of an advertisement relating specifically to
the referendum as they have effect in relation to the display of an advertisement relating specifically
to a local government election.

Non-domestic rating: premises used for referendum purposes

20. In relation to premises in a voting area, section 65(6) of the Local Government Finance Act
1988(29) (occupation for election meetings and polls) has effect as if—

(a) the reference to public meetings in furtherance of a person’s candidature at an election
included a reference to public meetings promoting a particular result in the referendum,
and

(b) thereference to the use by a returning officer for the purpose of taking the poll in an election
included a reference to the use for the purpose of taking the poll in the referendum—

(i) by a person exercising functions of a counting officer in accordance with
regulation 9, or

(i1) by a relevant returning or counting officer within the meaning of rule 2(1) of the
Local Government Act Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules.

Signed by the authority of the Secretary of State

Bridget Prentice

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State
13th July 2007 Ministry of Justice

(27) 1971 c. 80.
(28) S.1.1992/666; as amended by paragraph 233 of Schedule 22 to the Environment Act 1995 (c. 25) and S.1. 1994/2351, 1996/525,
1997/2971, 1999/1810, 2001/1149, 2001/4050, 2003/2155 and 2005/3050.
(29) 1988 c. 41; there are no relevant amendments.
17


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/80
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/666
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/2351
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/525
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/2971
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/1810
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/1149
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/4050
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/2155
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/3050
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41

Document Generated: 2018-08-03
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 3

Questions to be Asked in a Referendum

1. Are you in favour of the proposal for [insert name of local authority] to be run in a new way,
which includes a mayor, who will be elected by the voters of that [insert “borough”, “city”, “county”
or “district”, as appropriate], to be in charge of the Council’s services and to lead [insert name of

local authority] and the community which it serves?

2. Are you in favour of the proposal for [insert name of local authority] to be run in a new way,
which includes a mayor, who will be elected by the voters of that [insert “borough”, “city”, “county”
or “district”, as appropriate], to lead [insert name of local authority] and the community which it

serves?

3. Are you in favour of the proposal for [insert name of local authority] to be run in a new way,
which includes a councillor, who will be elected by the councillors of [insert name of local authority],
to lead the Council and the community which it serves?

SCHEDULE 2 Regulation 6(1)

Matters relevant to Referendum Expenses
1. Advertising of any nature (whatever the medium used).

Expenses in respect of such advertising include agency fees, design costs and other costs in
connection with preparing, producing, distributing or otherwise disseminating such advertising
or anything incorporating such advertising and intended to be distributed for the purpose of
disseminating it.

2. Unsolicited material addressed to voters (whether addressed to them by name or intended for
delivery to households within any particular area or areas).

Expenses in respect of such material include design costs and other costs in connection with
preparing, producing or distributing such material (including the cost of postage).

3. Any material of a description referred to in regulation 5(1).
4. Market research or canvassing conducted for the purposes of ascertaining voting intentions.

5. The provision of any services or facilities in connection with press conferences or other
dealings with the media.

6. Transport (by any means) of persons to any place or places with a view to obtaining publicity
in connection with a referendum campaign.

Expenses in respect of the transport of such persons include the costs of hiring a particular means
of transport for the whole or part of the referendum period.

7. Rallies and other events, including public meetings organised so as to obtain publicity
in connection with a referendum campaign or for other purposes connected with a referendum
campaign.

Expenses in respect of such events include costs in connection with the attendance of persons at
such events, the hire of premises for the purposes of such events or the provision of goods, services
or facilities at them.

8. Nothing in paragraphs 1 to 7 is to be taken as extending to—
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(a) any expenses in respect of any property, services or facilities so far as those expenses fall
to be met out of public funds;

(b)

(©
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—_——

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

any expenses incurred in respect of the remuneration or allowances payable to any member
of staff of the campaign organiser;

any expenses incurred in respect of an individual by way of travelling expenses (by any
means of transport) or in providing for his accommodation or other personal needs to the
extent that the expenses are paid by the individual from his own resources and are not
reimbursed to him.

SCHEDULE 3

The Local Government Act Referendums Rules
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PART 1

General Provisions

Citation

1. These Rules may be cited as the Local Government Act Referendums Rules.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Rules “voter” means a person entitled to vote on his own behalf.

(2) Other expressions used both in these Rules and in the 1983 Act (as it applies to local
government elections) have the same meaning in these Rules as they have in that Act.

PART 2

Provisions as to Time

3. The proceedings at the referendum shall be conducted in accordance with the following
Timetable.

Timetable
Proceedings Time
Publication of notice of referendum Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day
of referendum.
Notice of poll Not later than the sixth day before the day of the
referendum.
Polling Between the hours of 7 in the morning and 10 at

night on the day of referendum.

Computation of time

4. In computing any period of time for the purposes of the Timetable the days mentioned in
regulation 18(2)(a) to (c) shall be disregarded, and any such day shall not be treated as a day for the
purpose of any proceedings up to the completion of the poll nor shall the counting officer be obliged
to proceed with the counting of the votes on such a day.

PART 3

General Provisions

Notice of referendum

5.—(1) The counting officer must publish notice of the referendum, stating the date of the poll.
(2) The notice of referendum must state the date by which—

(a) applications to vote by post or by proxy, and

(b) other applications and notices about postal or proxy voting,

must reach the registration officer in order that they may be effective for the referendum.
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Poll to be taken by ballot
6. A poll must be taken at the referendum and the votes at the poll must be given by ballot.

The ballot papers

7.—(1) The ballot of every person entitled to vote at the referendum must consist of a ballot paper.

(2) Every ballot paper to be used in the referendum must be in the appropriate form in the
Appendix (depending on the question to be asked in the referendum).

(3) Every ballot paper must—
(a) be capable of being folded up; and

(b) have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back.

The corresponding number list

8.—(1) The counting officer must prepare a list containing the numbers and other unique
identifying marks of all of the ballot papers to be issued by him in pursuance of rule 13(1) or provided
by him in pursuance of rule 17(1).

(2) The list must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to like effect.

The official mark

9.—(1) Every ballot paper must contain an appropriate security marking (the official mark).
(2) The official mark must be kept secret.

(3) The counting officer may use a different official mark for different purposes at the same
referendum.

Prohibition of disclosure of vote

10. No person who has voted at the referendum shall, in any legal proceeding to question the
referendum, be required to state for which answer he has voted.

Use of schools and public rooms

11.—(1) The counting officer may use, free of charge, for the purpose of taking the poll or
counting the votes—

(a) a room in a school maintained or assisted by a local education authority or a school in
respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by Parliament to the person or
body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is payable out of any rate.

(2) The counting officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred
by the persons having control over, any such room as mentioned above by reason of its being used
for the purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes.
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PART 4
Action to be Taken Before the Poll

Notice of poll

12.—(1) The counting officer must publish notice of the poll stating—
(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll, and
(b) the question to be asked in the referendum.

(2) The notice of the poll must be published no later than the sixth day before the date of the
referendum.

(3) The counting officer must, not later than the time of the publication of the notice of the poll,
also give public notice of—

(a) the situation of each polling station; and

(b) the description of persons entitled to vote there.

Postal ballot papers

13.—(1) The counting officer must, in accordance with regulations made under the 1983 Act,(30)
issue to those entitled to vote by post a ballot paper and a postal voting statement in the appropriate
form in the Appendix, or a form to like effect, together with such envelopes for their return as may
be prescribed by such regulations.

(2) The counting officer must also issue to those entitled to vote by post such information as he
thinks appropriate about how to obtain—

(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to or guidance for voters
and proxies sent with the ballot paper;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The postal voting statement must include provision for the form to be signed and for stating
the date of birth of the voter or proxy.

(4) In the case of a ballot paper issued to a person at an address in the United Kingdom, the
counting officer must ensure that the return of the ballot paper and postal voting statement is free
of charge to the voter or proxy.

Provision of polling stations

14.—(1) The counting officer must provide a sufficient number of polling stations and, subject
to the following provisions of this rule, must allot the voters to the polling stations in such manner
as he thinks most convenient.

(2) One or more polling stations may be provided in the same room.

(3) The polling station allotted to voters from any parliamentary polling district wholly or partly
within the voting area must, in the absence of special circumstances, be in the parliamentary polling
place for that district.

(30) See the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 (amended by S.I. 2001/1700,
2002/1871, 2004/226, 2006/752 and 2006/2910).
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(4) The counting officer must provide each polling station with such number of compartments as
may be necessary in which the voters and proxies can mark their votes screened from observation.

Appointment of presiding officers and polling clerks

15.—(1) The counting officer must appoint and pay a presiding officer to attend at each polling
station and such clerks as may be necessary for the purposes of the referendum.

(2) The counting officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at a polling station and the provisions of
these Rules relating to a presiding officer shall apply to a counting officer so presiding with the
necessary modifications as to things to be done by the counting officer to the presiding officer or by
the presiding officer to the counting officer.

(3) A presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him, any act (including the asking
of questions) which he is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a polling station except order
the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from the polling station.

Issue of official poll cards

16.—(1) The counting officer must as soon as practicable after the publication of the notice of
the referendum send to each voter and proxy an official poll card.

(2) The official poll card must be sent or delivered—
(a) in the case of a voter, to his qualifying address, and
(b) in the case of a proxy, to his address as shown in the list of proxies.

(3) The official poll card must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to the like
effect, and must set out—

(a) the name of the council and of the voting area;

(b) the name of the voter, his qualifying address and number on the register;

(c) the date and hours of the poll and the situation of the voter’s polling station;
(d) such other information as the counting officer thinks appropriate,

and different information may be provided in pursuance of sub-paragraph (d) to different voters or
to different descriptions of voter

(4) In the case of a voter who has an anonymous entry in the register, instead of containing the
matter mentioned in paragraph (3)(b), the poll card must contain such matter as is specified in the
appropriate form in the Appendix.

(5) In this rule references to a voter—

(a) are to a person who is registered in the register of local government electors for the voting
area in question on the last day for the publication of notice of the referendum; and

(b) include a person then shown in the register as below voting age if (but only if) it appears
from the register that he will be of voting age on the day fixed for the poll.

Equipment of polling stations

17.—(1) The counting officer must provide each presiding officer with such number of ballot
boxes and ballot papers as in the counting officer’s opinion may be necessary.

(2) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot papers can be put in it, but cannot
be withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked or, where the box has no lock, the seal being
broken.

(3) The counting officer must provide each polling station with—
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(a) materials to enable voters and proxies to mark the ballot papers;

(b) copies of the register of electors for the voting area or such part of it as contains the names
of the voters allotted to the station;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the referendum corresponding to the register of
electors for the voting area or the part of it provided under sub-paragraph (b);

(d) alist consisting of that part of the list prepared under rule 8 which contains the numbers
(but not the other unique identifying marks) corresponding to those on the ballot papers
provided to the presiding officer of the polling station.

(4) The reference in paragraph (3)(b) to the copies of the register of electors includes a reference
to copies of any notices issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act(31) in respect of
alterations to the register.

(5) The counting officer must also provide each polling station with—

(a) at least one large version of the ballot paper which must be displayed inside the polling
station for the assistance of voters and proxies who are partially sighted; and

(b) a device of such description as is set out in paragraph (9) for enabling voters and proxies
who are blind or partially sighted to vote without any need for assistance from the presiding
officer or any companion (within the meaning of rule 28(1)).

(6) A notice in the form in the Appendix, giving directions for the guidance of voters and proxies
in voting, must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside and outside every polling
station.

(7) The counting officer may also provide copies of the notice mentioned in paragraph (6) in
Braille or translated into languages other than English as he considers appropriate, provided that
these notices are accurate reproductions in Braille or that other language of that notice.

(8) In every compartment of every polling station there must be exhibited the notice “[Specify
name of council ....] REFERENDUM. Mark a cross (X) in the box on the right hand side of the
answer of your choice. Vote ONCE only. Put no other mark on the ballot paper, or your vote may
not be counted.”.

(9) The device referred to in paragraph (5)(b) must—

(a) allow a ballot paper to be inserted into and removed from, or attached to and detached
from, the device easily and without damage to the paper;

(b) hold the ballot paper firmly in place during use; and

(c) provide suitable means for the voter or proxy to—
(i) identify the spaces on the ballot paper on which he may mark his vote;
(i1) identify the answer to which each such space refers; and

(i11) mark his vote on the space he has chosen.

Appointment of polling observers and counting observers

18.—(1) The counting officer may appoint persons to attend at polling stations for the purpose
of detecting personation (“polling observers”).

(2) The counting officer must appoint persons to observe the counting of the votes and the
verification of the ballot paper account (“counting observers”).

(31) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(3) For the purpose of assisting the counting officer in the discharge of his functions under
paragraph (2), a petition organiser may nominate persons who in the opinion of the petition organiser
are suitable for appointment as counting observers.

(4) A nomination under paragraph (3) must be made by notice in writing to the counting officer
not later than the fifth day before the poll (disregarding any day which is to be disregarded by virtue
of rule 4) and the notice must contain the address of each nominee.

(5) Subject to paragraph (6), the counting officer must not, without good cause, decline to appoint
as a counting observer a person nominated by a petition organiser under paragraph (3).

(6) The counting officer may limit the number of counting observers, so however that—
(a) the number must be the same in the case of each petition organiser, and

(b) the number allowed to a petition organiser must not (except in special circumstances) be
fewer than the number obtained by dividing the number of clerks employed on the counting
by the number of petition organisers.

For the purposes of the calculations required by this paragraph, a counting observer who has been
appointed on the nomination of more than one petition organiser is a separate counting observer for
each of the petition organisers by whom he has been nominated.

(7) Where a counting observer appointed on the nomination of a petition organiser dies or
becomes incapable of acting, the petition organiser who made the nomination may nominate another
person to be appointed as a counting observer in his place by giving notice in writing to the counting
officer.

(8) Paragraphs (4) and (5) apply to a nomination under paragraph (7), with the substitution in
paragraph (4) for “fifth day” of “final day”.

(9) In the following provisions of these Rules references to polling observers and counting
observers shall be taken as references to polling observers and counting observers whose
appointments have been duly made.

(10) Any notice required to be given by the counting officer to a counting observer appointed
on the nomination of a petition organiser may be delivered at, or sent by post to, the address stated
in the notice of nomination.

(11) A petition organiser may himself do any act or thing which any counting observer is
authorised to do, or may assist any counting observer appointed on his nomination in doing any
such act or thing.

(12) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence
of the polling observers or counting observers, the non-attendance of any such person at the time
and place appointed for the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate
the act or thing done.

Notification of requirement of secrecy

19. The counting officer must make such arrangements as he thinks fit to ensure that—

(a) every person attending at a polling station (otherwise than for the purpose of voting or
assisting a voter or proxy with disabilities to vote or as a constable on duty there) has been
given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (6) of section 66 of
the 1983 Act,(32) as applied by Schedule 4; and

(32) Subsections (1), (2) and (3) of section 66 of the 1983 Act were amended by paragraphs 69, 82, 86(b) and 96 of Schedule 1 to
the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22); subsection (6) was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50).
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(b) every person attending at the counting of the votes (other than any constable on duty at
the counting) has been given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (2) and (6)
of that section, as applied by Schedule 4.

Return of postal ballot papers
20.—(1) Where—

(a) apostal vote has been returned in respect of a person who is entered on the postal voters
list, or

(b) a proxy postal vote has been returned in respect of a proxy who is entered on the proxy
postal voters list,

the counting officer must mark the list in the manner prescribed by regulations made under the 1983
Act.(33)

(2) Rule 36(3) does not apply for the purpose of determining whether, for the purposes of this
rule, a postal vote or a proxy postal vote is returned.

PART 5
The Poll

Admission to polling station

21.—(1) The presiding officer must exclude all persons from the polling station except—
(a) voters and proxies;
(b) persons under the age of 18 who accompany voters and proxies to the polling station;
(c) the polling observers appointed to attend at the polling station;
(d) the clerks appointed to attend at the polling station;

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(34);

(f) the constables on duty;

(g) the companions of voters and proxies with disabilities;

(h) the elected mayor, if any, of the council in respect of which the referendum is held; and
(1) any petition organiser.

(2) The presiding officer must regulate the total number of voters, proxies and persons under the
age of 18 who accompany them to be admitted to the polling station at the same time.

(3) A constable or person employed by a counting officer must not be admitted to vote in person
elsewhere than at his own polling station allotted to him under these Rules, except on production
and surrender of a certificate as to his employment which must be in the form in the Appendix, or
a form to the like effect, and signed by an officer of police of or above the rank of inspector or by
the counting officer, as the case may be.

(4) Any certificate surrendered under this rule must forthwith be cancelled.

(33) See regulation 84A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended
by S.I. 2006/2910.
(34) Sections 6A to 6F of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by section 29 of the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
27


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/341
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2910
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/22

Document Generated: 2018-08-03
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Keeping of order in station

22.—(1) It is the presiding officer’s duty to keep order at his polling station.

(2) If a person misconducts himself in a polling station, or fails to obey the presiding officer’s
lawful orders, he may immediately, by the presiding officer’s order, be removed from the polling
station—

(a) by a constable in or near that station, or
(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the counting officer to remove him,

and the person so removed shall not, without the presiding officer’s permission, again enter the
polling station during the day.

(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the polling station of an
offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this rule must not be exercised so as to prevent a voter or proxy who
is otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

Sealing of ballot boxes

23. Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer must show the ballot
box empty to such persons, if any, as are present in the polling station, so that they may see that it is
empty, and must then lock it up, if it has a lock and (in any case) place his seal on it in such a manner
as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal and must place it in his view for the receipt
of ballot papers, and keep it so locked and sealed or sealed (as the case may be).

Questions to be put to voters and proxies

24.—(1) At the time of the application for a ballot paper (but not afterwards), the questions
specified in the second column of the following Table—

(a) may be put by the presiding officer to a person applying for a ballot paper who is mentioned
in the first column, and

(b) must be put if the letter “R” appears after the question and a petition organiser or polling
observer requires the question to be put:

0. No. Person applying for ballot Question
paper

1 A person applying as a voter  (a) —Are you the person registered in the
register of local government electors for this
voting area as follows?
read the whole entry from the register [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere

at this referendum, otherwise than as proxy
for some other person? [R]

2 A person applying as proxy (a) —Are you the person whose name appears
as A.B. in the list of proxies for this voting
area as entitled to vote as proxy on behalf of
C.D.? [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this referendum as proxy on behalf of
C.D.? [R]
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0. No. Person applying for ballot Question
paper

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild of C.D.? [R]

3 A person applying as proxy for (a) —Are you the person entitled to vote as
a voter who has an anonymous proxy on behalf of the voter whose number
entry (instead of the questions on the register of electors is (read out the
at entry 2) number)? [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
as proxy on behalf of the voter whose
number on the register of electors is (read
out the number)? [R]

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner,
parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child
or grandchild of the person whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

4 A person applying as proxy Have youalready voted at this referendum on behalf
if the question at entry 2(c) oftwo persons of whom you are not the spouse, civil
or 3(c) is not answered in the partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or

affirmative grandchild? [R]
5 A person applying as a voter (a) —Did you apply to vote by post?
in relation to whom there is an (b) —Why have you not voted by post?

entry in the postal voters list

6 A person applying as proxy (a) —Did you apply to vote by post as proxy?
who is named in the proxy (b) —Why have you not voted by post as proxy?
postal voters list

(2) Inthe case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B) or
(3D) of the 1983 Act, the references in the questions at entries 1(a) and 3(a), (b) and (c) to reading
from the register shall be taken as references to reading from the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act.

(3) A ballot paper must not be delivered to any person required to answer any of the above
questions unless he has answered each question satisfactorily.

(4) Except as authorised by this rule, no inquiry shall be permitted as to the right of any person
to vote.

Challenge of voter or proxy

25. A person must not be prevented from voting by reason only that—

(a) any petition organiser or polling observer permitted to be present in accordance with rule
21(1) declares that he has reasonable cause to believe that the person has committed an
offence of personation, or

(b) the person is arrested on the grounds that he is suspected of committing or of being about
to commit such an offence.
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Voting procedure

26.—(1) A ballot paper must be delivered to a voter or proxy who applies for one, and
immediately before delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the voter as stated in the copy of
the register of electors must be called out;

(b) the number of the voter as stated in the register must be marked on the list mentioned in
rule 17(3)(d) beside the number of the ballot paper to be issued to him;

(c) a mark must be placed in the copy of the register of electors against the number of the
voter to note that a ballot paper has been received but without showing the particular ballot
paper which has been received; and

(d) in the case of a person applying for a ballot paper as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against his name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of a voter who has an anonymous entry, he must show the presiding officer his
official poll card and only his number shall be called out in pursuance of paragraph (1)(a).

(3) In the case of a voter who is added to the register in pursuance of a notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (1) is modified as follows—

(a) in sub-paragraph (a), for “copy of the register of electors” substitute “copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;

(b) in sub-paragraph (b), for “in the register” substitute “on the copy of the notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;

(c) in sub-paragraph (c), for “in the copy of the register of electors” substitute “on the copy
of the notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The voter or proxy, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith proceed into one of the
compartments in the polling station and there secretly mark his paper and fold it up so as to conceal
his vote, and must then show to the presiding officer the back of the paper, so as to disclose the
number and other unique identifying mark, and put the ballot paper so folded up into the ballot box
in the presiding officer’s presence.

(5) The voter or proxy must vote without undue delay, and must leave the polling station as soon
as he has put his ballot paper into the ballot box.

Votes marked by presiding officer

27.—(1) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter or proxy—

(a) who is incapacitated by blindness or other disability from voting in the manner directed
by these Rules, or

(b) who declares orally that he is unable to read,

must, in the presence of the polling observers (if any), cause that person’s vote to be marked on a
ballot paper in the manner directed by that person, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.

(2) The name and number on the register of electors of every person whose vote is marked in
pursuance of this rule, and the reason why it is so marked, must be entered on a list (in these Rules
called “the list of votes marked by the presiding officer”).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be entered together with the proxy’s
name shall be the number in the register of the voter.
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(3) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B) or
(3D) of the 1983 Act,(35) paragraph (2) applies as if for “on the register of electors of every person”
there were substituted “relating to every person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

Voting by persons with disabilities
28.—(1) If a voter or proxy makes an application to the presiding officer to be allowed, on the
ground of—
(a) blindness or other disability, or
(b) inability to read,
to vote with the assistance of another person by whom he is accompanied (in these Rules referred
to as “the companion”), the presiding officer must require the voter or proxy to declare, orally or

in writing, whether he is so incapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his inability to
read, as to be unable to vote without assistance.

(2) If the presiding officer—
(a) is satisfied that the voter or proxy is so incapacitated, and

(b) is also satisfied by a written declaration made by the companion (in these Rules referred
to as “the declaration made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities”) that
the companion—

(1) is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule; and

(i1) has not previously assisted more than one voter or proxy with disabilities to vote at
the referendum,

the presiding officer must grant the application, and then anything which is by these Rules required
to be done to or by that voter or proxy in connection with the giving of his vote may be done to, or
with the assistance of, the companion.

(3) For the purposes of these Rules, a person is a voter or proxy with disabilities if he has made
such a declaration as is mentioned in paragraph (1), and a person shall be qualified to assist a voter
or proxy with disabilities to vote if that person—

(a) is a person who is entitled to vote on his own behalf at the referendum; or

(b) is the father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, son or daughter of the voter or
proxy and has attained the age of 18 years.

(4) The name and number in the register of electors of every person whose vote is given in
accordance with this rule and the name and address of the companion must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as “the list of voters or proxies with disabilities assisted by companions”).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be entered together with the proxy’s
name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (4) applies as if for “in the register of electors of every person”
there were substituted “relating to every person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(6) The declaration made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities—

(a) must be in the form in the Appendix,

(35) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).

31


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/22

Document Generated: 2018-08-03
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

(b) must be made before the presiding officer at the time when the voter or proxy applies to
vote with the assistance of a companion, and

(c) must forthwith be given to the presiding officer who must attest and retain it.

(7) No fee or other payment shall be charged in respect of the declaration.

Tendered ballot papers: circumstances where available

29.—(1) If a person, representing himself to be—
(a) a particular voter named on the register and not named in the absent voters list, or

(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for a voter and not entitled to
vote by post as proxy,

applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in person either as the voter or his proxy, the
applicant shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the poll, be
entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 30, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred to as “a
tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter or proxy.

(2) Paragraph (4) applies if—

(a) aperson applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular voter named on
the register,

(b) he is also named in the postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post at the referendum.
(3) Paragraph (4) also applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular person named
as a proxy in the list of proxies,

(b) he is also named in the proxy postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post as proxy.

(4) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 30, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter or proxy.

(5) Paragraph (6) applies if, before the close of the poll but after the last time at which a person
may apply for a replacement postal ballot paper, a person represents himself to be—

(a) aparticular voter named on the register who is also named in the postal voters list, or

(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies and who is also named in the
proxy postal voters list,

and claims that he has lost or has not received his postal ballot paper.

(6) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 30, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter or proxy.

Tendered ballot papers: general provisions
30.—(1) A tendered ballot paper must—
(a) be of a colour differing from that of the other ballot papers;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by
him with the name of the person who has marked a tendered ballot paper and his number
in the register of electors, and set aside in a separate packet.
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(2) The name of the person who has marked a tendered ballot paper and his number in the register
of electors must be entered on a list (in these Rules referred to as the “tendered votes list”).

(3) In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be endorsed or entered
together with the proxy’s name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(4) In the case of a voter who has an anonymous entry, this rule and rule 29 apply subject to the
following modifications—

(a) in paragraphs (1)(b) and (2) above, the references to the name of the person who has
marked a tendered ballot paper shall be ignored;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named on a register or list shall be construed as a
reference to a person whose number appears in the register or list (as the case may be).

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, this rule and rule 29 shall apply as if—

(a) in rule 29(1)(a), (2)(a) and (5)(a), for “named on the register” there were substituted “in
respect of whom a notice under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act has been issued”;

(b) in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”;

(c) in paragraph (2) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”.

Spoilt ballot papers

31. A voter or proxy who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in such manner that it
cannot be conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering it to the presiding officer and
proving to his satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another ballot paper in the place of the
ballot paper so delivered (in these Rules referred to as “a spoilt ballot paper”), and the spoilt ballot
paper must be immediately cancelled.

Correction of errors on day of poll

32. The presiding officer must keep a list of persons to whom ballot papers are delivered in
consequence of an alteration to the register made by virtue of section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983
Act which takes effect on the day of the poll.

Adjournment of poll in case of riot

33.—(1) Where the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by riot or
open violence, the presiding officer must adjourn the proceedings till the following day and must
forthwith give notice to the counting officer.

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling station—

(a) the hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourned must be the same as for the original
day; and

(b) references in these Rules to the close of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

Procedure on close of poll

34.—(1) As soon as practicable after the close of the poll, the presiding officer must, in the
presence of the polling observers (if any), make up into separate packets, sealed with his own seal
and the seals of such polling observers as desire to affix their seals—
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(a) each ballot box in use at the station, sealed so as to prevent the introduction of additional
ballot papers and unopened, but with the key, if any, attached,

(b) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together,
(c) the tendered ballot papers,

(d) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the list of proxies,

(e) the lists prepared under rule 8 including the parts which were completed in accordance
with rule 26(1)(b) (together referred to in these Rules as “the completed corresponding
number lists”),

() the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

(g) the tendered votes list, the list of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by
companions, the list of votes marked by the presiding officer, a statement of the number
of voters and proxies whose votes are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads
“disability” and “unable to read”, the list maintained under rule 32 (correction of errors
on day of poll), and the declarations made by the companions of voters and proxies with
disabilities,

and must deliver the packets or cause them to be delivered to the counting officer to be taken charge
of by him; but if the packets are not delivered by the presiding officer personally to the counting
officer, the arrangements for their delivery shall require the counting officer’s approval.

(2) The marked copies of the register of electors and of the list of proxies must be in one packet
but must not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates
as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(3) The packets must be accompanied by a statement (in these Rules referred to as “the ballot
paper account”) made by the presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him,
and accounting for them under the heads of ballot papers issued and not otherwise accounted for,
unused, spoilt and tendered ballot papers.

PART 6
Counting of Votes

Attendance at counting of votes

35.—(1) The counting officer must make arrangements for counting the votes in the presence of
the counting observers as soon as practicable after the close of the poll, and must give to the counting
observers notice in writing of the time and place at which he will begin to count the votes.

(2) No person other than—
(a) the counting officer and his clerks,
(b) the counting observers,
(c) the elected mayor, if any, of the council in respect of which the referendum is held,
(d) the petition organisers, and

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000,

may be present at the counting of the votes, unless permitted by the counting officer to attend.

(3) A person not entitled to attend at the counting of the votes shall not be permitted to do so by
the counting officer unless he is satisfied that the efficient counting of the votes will not be impeded.
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(4) The counting officer must give the counting observers all such reasonable facilities for
overseeing the proceedings, and all such information with respect to them, as he can give them
consistently with the orderly conduct of the proceedings and the discharge of his duties in connection
with them.

(5) In particular, where the votes are counted by sorting the ballot papers according to the answer
for which the vote is given and then counting the number of ballot papers for each answer, the
counting observers shall be entitled to satisfy themselves that the ballot papers are correctly sorted.

The count

36.—(1) The counting officer must—

(a) in the presence of the counting observers open each ballot box and count and record the
number of ballot papers in it;

(b) in the presence of the counting observers verify each ballot paper account; and

(c) count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record the number
counted.

(2) The counting officer must not count the votes given on any ballot papers until—

(a) in the case of postal ballot papers, they have been mixed with the ballot papers from at
least one ballot box, and

(b) in the case of ballot papers from a ballot box, they have been mixed with the ballot papers
from at least one other ballot box.

(3) A postal ballot paper must not be taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) itisreturned in the manner set out in paragraph (4) and reaches the counting officer or any
polling station in the voting area in question before the close of the poll;

(b) the postal voting statement, duly signed, is also returned in the manner set out in
paragraph (4) and reaches him or such a polling station before that time;

(c) the postal voting statement also states the date of birth of a voter or proxy; and

(d) in a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of a voter or proxy have
been prescribed by regulations made under the 1983 Act,(36) the counting officer (having
taken such steps) verifies that date of birth and that signature.

(4) The manner in which any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may be returned—
(a) to the counting officer, is by hand or by post;
(b) to a polling station, is by hand.
(5) The counting officer must not count any tendered ballot paper.
(6) The counting officer, while counting and recording the number of ballot papers and counting
the votes, must keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards and take all proper precautions for

preventing any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks printed on the
back of the papers.

(7) The counting officer must verify each ballot paper account by comparing it with the number
of ballot papers recorded by him, and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his possession and the
tendered votes list (opening and resealing the packets containing the unused and spoilt ballot papers
and the tendered votes list) and must draw up a statement as to the result of the verification, which
any counting observer may copy.

(36) See regulations 85 and 85A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/341), which
were inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.
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(8) The counting officer must so far as practicable proceed continuously with counting the votes,
allowing only time for refreshment, except that he may exclude the hours between 7 in the evening
and 9 on the following morning.

(9) During the time so excluded the counting officer must—

(a) place the ballot papers and other documents relating to the referendum under his own seal;
and

(b) otherwise take proper precautions for the security of the papers and documents.

Re-count

37.—(1) A petition organiser, if present when the counting or any re-count of the votes is
completed, may require the counting officer to have the votes re-counted or again re-counted but the
counting officer may refuse to do so if in his opinion the request is unreasonable.

(2) No step shall be taken on the completion of the counting or any re-count of votes until such
petition organisers as are present at its completion have been given a reasonable opportunity to
exercise the right conferred by this rule.

Rejected ballot papers
38.—(1) Any ballot paper—
(a) which does not bear the official mark, or
(b) on which votes are given for more than one answer, or

(c) on which anything is written or marked by which the voter or proxy can be identified
except the printed number and other unique identifying mark on the back, or

(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty,
shall, subject to paragraph (2), be void and not counted.
(2) A ballot paper on which the vote is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place, or
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross, or

(c) by more than one mark,

shall not for such reason be deemed to be void if an intention that the vote shall be for one or the
other of the answers clearly appears, and the way the paper is marked does not itself identify the
voter or proxy and it is not shown that he can be identified by it.

(3) The counting officer must endorse the word “rejected” on any ballot paper which under this
rule is not to be counted, and must add to the endorsement the words “rejection objected to” if any
objection is made by a counting observer to his decision.

(4) The counting officer must draw up a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected
under the several heads of—

(a) want of official mark;
(b) voting for more than one answer;
(c) writing or mark by which the voter or proxy could be identified;

(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty.

Decisions on ballot papers

39. The decision of the counting officer on any question arising in respect of a ballot paper shall
be final, but shall be subject to review on a referendum petition.
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Equality of votes

40. Where, after the counting of the votes (including any re-count) is completed, an equality of
votes is found to exist between the answers the counting officer must forthwith decide the referendum
by lot.

PART 7

Declaration of Result and Disposal of Documents

Declaration of result

41. When the result of the poll has been ascertained, the counting officer must forthwith—
(a) declare the result of the referendum,

(b) inform the proper officer of the authority by or in respect of which the referendum was
held of the result of the referendum,

(c) give public notice of—
(i) the result of the referendum,
(i1) the number of ballot papers counted,
(ii1) the total number of votes cast for each answer, and

(iv) the number of rejected ballot papers under each head shown in the statement of
rejected ballot papers.

Sealing up of ballot papers

42.—(1) On the completion of the counting at a referendum the counting officer must seal up in
separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers.

(2) The counting officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered ballot papers,
(b) the completed corresponding number lists,
(c) certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll, or

(d) marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.

Delivery of documents to relevant registration officer

43.—(1) The counting officer must then forward to the relevant registration officer the following
documents—

(a) the packets of ballot papers in his possession,

(b) the ballot paper accounts and the statements of rejected ballot papers and of the result of
the verification of the ballot paper accounts,

(c) the tendered votes lists, the lists of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by
companions, the lists of votes marked by the presiding officer and the related statements,
the lists maintained under rule 32, and the declarations made by the companions of voters
and proxies with disabilities,

(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists,
(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll, and
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(f) the packets containing marked copies of registers (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal voters list, of the
lists of proxies and of the proxy postal voters list,

endorsing on each packet a description of its contents, the date of the referendum to which it relates
and the name of the local authority by which or in respect of which the referendum was held.

(2) In this rule and in rules 44 and 45 references to the relevant registration officer are to the
registration officer of the local authority by or in respect of which the referendum is held.

Orders for production of documents

44.—(1) An order—

(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected ballot papers in the custody of the relevant
registration officer; or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any
counted ballot papers in his custody,

may be made by a county court, if the court is satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required
for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of a referendum petition.

(2) An order for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any counted
ballot papers in the custody of the relevant registration officer may be made by an election court.

(3) An order under this rule may be made subject to such conditions as to—
(a) persons,
(b) time,
(c) place and mode of inspection,
(d) production or opening,
as the court making the order may think expedient.

(4) In making and carrying into effect an order for the opening of a packet of the completed
corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for
the inspection of counted ballot papers, care must be taken that the way in which the vote of any
particular person has been given shall not be disclosed until it has been proved—

(a) that his vote was given; and
(b) that the vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
(5) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of a county court under this rule.

(6) Any power given under this rule to a county court may be exercised by any judge of the court
otherwise than in open court.

(7) Where an order is made for the production by the relevant registration officer of any document
in his possession relating to any specified referendum—

(a) the production by him or his agent of the document ordered in such manner as may
be directed by that order shall be conclusive evidence that the document relates to the
specified referendum; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of ballot papers so produced shall be prima facie evidence
that the ballot papers are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(8) The production from proper custody of—

(a) a ballot paper purporting to have been used at any referendum, and
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(b) acompleted corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the number
of the ballot paper,

shall be prima facie evidence that the person whose vote was given by that ballot paper was the
person whose entry in the register of electors or on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act at the time of the referendum contained the same number as the number written as
mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph.

(9) Save as by this rule provided, no person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected or counted
ballot papers in the possession of the relevant registration officer or open any sealed packets of the
completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of
the poll.

Retention of documents

45. The relevant registration officer must retain for one year all documents relating to a
referendum forwarded to him in pursuance of these Rules by a counting officer, and then, unless
otherwise directed by an order of a county court, the Crown Court, a magistrates’ court or an election
court, must cause them to be destroyed.

PART 8
Appendix of Forms

Note:—The forms contained in this Appendix may be adapted so far as circumstances require.
— Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1
Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in paragraph 2 of Schedule 1
Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in paragraph 3 of Schedule 1
Corresponding Number List L1
Corresponding Number List L2
Form of Postal Voting Statement
Official Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting in person)
Official Postal Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)
Official Proxy Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)
Official Proxy Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)
Form of directions for the guidance of the voters and proxies in voting
Form of Certificate of Employment

Form of declaration to be made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities
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Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in
paragraph 1 of Schedule 1

Front of hallod e

Are you in favour of the proposal for [insers mame of local authoriy] to be run in a
new way, wWhich includes a mayor, who will be elected by the voters of that |insert
“horough™, “city™, “county” ar “district”, oy appropriate], to be in charge of the
Cowncil’s services and to lead |insert name of lecal auihoriy] and the community
which it serves?

Mark a eross (X)) in the box on the right hand side of the answer of vour choice.

Do ot mark the ballod paper in any other way, or vour vole may not be coumted.

Vote ONCE only

YES

NO

Back of ballot paper

Hallot Paper Mumber
Crher Unique Identifying Mark

Counail referendum on [insert date | |insert name af voling area) .
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Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in
paragraph 2 of Schedule 1

Front of hallod e

Are you in favour of the proposal for [insers mame of local authoriy] to be run in a
new way, Which includes a mayor, who will be elected by the voters of that [insers
“horough™, “city™, “county” ar “district”, oy appropriate], to lead [ineert nanee of el
auihariy| and the community which it serves?

Mark a eross (X} in the box on the right hand side of the answer of vour choice
Do mot mark the ballot paper in any other way, or vour vole may not be counted.

Vote ONCE only

YES

NO

Back of ballot paper

Ballot Paper Number
Crher Unigque Identifying Mark

Couneil referendum on [fnsert date] [irseet nawme of veding area) e
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Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in
paragraph 3 of Schedule 1

Front of hallod e

Are you in favour of the proposal for [insers mame of local authoriy] to be run in a
new way, Which includes a councillor, who will be elected by the councillors of [insert
mame aof lecal authorisy], to lead the Council and the community which it serves?

Mark a cross (33 m the box on the right hand side of the answer of vour choice.
Do ot mark the ballod paper in any other way, or vour vole may not be conmted.

Vote ONCE only

YES

NO

Back of ballot paper

Ballot Paper Mumber
Crher Unique Identifving Mark

Council referendum on [insert date] [frsert name af veding area] i i
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Corresponding Number List - L1
ito be used at a referendwm taken alone)

Nabing Aren e,

Crate af Foll: e

Sl Mo e

Ballot Paper Mum ber Unigue Identitying Mark MNuamber on electoral
reglster
{io be completed anly in respect
of barllor papers isswed bo posial
vaters and proxies vahng by
st

43



Document Generated: 2018-08-03

Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Cormresponding Mumber List — L2
(1o be used in polling stations at a referendum taken alone)

Volirg Area:

DatealPoll
Pollig Statiene
Sheet Niv !

Balkst Paper Mumber Mumber sn electoral register
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Form of Postal Voting Statement
ifor use al a relerendum)

Fostal Voling Statement
*Mame of person voting by post: . Ballot paper Mo, ... ...

*[Connting fficer to fvert mame buf amil wihere baliof papers senf bo @ persor with an moapmons
eRiry i the regisfer) |other identifying mark)

Y ou must provide your [# sionature and] date of birth. ITyou do not, the postal voding
statement will be invalid and your vate will mot be counted,

I AW THE FERSOM THE BALLOT PAFPER NUMBERED ABOYE WAS SENT T

pmeatbich | | || | || | | | | mmeorbinhor
persen voting)
[ Sgnature al’

#Signature persan vating i

[APORTANT - Keep
signature within border

HCpannimg (hfficer fo omit where a persan has been granted @ waver)

Voting fraud is a erime. You must not vote using a ballot paper that ks not addressed o
you or interfere with another person's ballot paper.

PLEASE BREAD INSTRUCTIONS T0O THE PERSON VIFTTMG

lssued by the Counting Oflicer
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE FERSON VOTING

Complete the ballot paper yoursell and in private. 1T you need help contact the Counting
Oilicer™s stall as shown below

|eomtact detils for assstanoe

include address as appropriote]

1. You must provide your [V signature and] dade ol birh, 17 vou do md, the postal voling
statement will be invalid and vour vode will niot be countied.

1. Vate ONCE only. Do not mark the ballot paper in any ather way, of your vole may not be
coumled.

Blark a cross (X} i the box on the rght hamd side of the answer of vour chimce,

kR
4. IF you need help voting, the person hebping youw must not el anyone how you voted,
5. Put the ballot paper in the small envelope marked A& and seal it

6. Complete the postal voting statement by [#sdgning i, and] providing vour date of binth.

7. Then put the envelope marked A fogether with the postal voting statement in the larger
envelope marked B, Retum it straightaway,
§. After receiving this postal vote, you cannol vole in person at a polling station at this
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referendum,

9. If you accidentally spoil your hallot paper, you can apply to the Counting Cficer for a
replacement before 3 pome on [dlav'dare of podl). You must refurmn the spoilt ballot paper,
the postal voling statemint, and the ervelopes marked A& and Be Make sure vou contact
e Counting Officer as soon a5 possible.

¥ vour balio e and the poatal voting statement mst be receaved by thee Counting Oficer
by 10 pum. on [dqpydate of podl]. You can deliver your completed postal vode to any polling
stalion in your voting arga on polling day.

Voting frand is a crime, You must not vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed (o
you or interfere with another person®s ballot paper.

It is Hlegal to vote more than once at the same referendum (unless vou are appointed as a
proxy for another person entitled to vote at the referendum).

#Connning (fficer to omit where @ person fas been granted g walver)
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OFFICIAL POLL CARIDD
(e be sent to a voler who is voling in person)
Front af eard

OFFICIAL POLL CARD
Couneil: Iumibeer on register:

Voting Arca: FMame

P"}]hm m!l" ................................................
Polling hours: 7 a.m. to 10 pum.
i ouniimg Officer to omit where poll card senf to a
persan with an arormymous ey in the register, Poll
card to such a person must be delivered in a sealed

emvelome. |

W owr polling station will be:

*This card is For information only, Y ou can vole withoat it, but it will save vo time if you
take it to the polling station and show it (o the clerk there,

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION QN THE BACK OF THIS CARD

Hack of card

|insert name of local authority] REFERENDUM

*When vou ge to the palling station, tell the clerk vour name and sdidress, as shown on the front of
the card,

*The clerk will confirm your details on the register.

Wheen you are given your ballot paper. go o one of the polling booths, Mark a cross (X in the
bost o ths right hand side of the answer of vour choice.

Vobe ONCE anly, Do nol put any other mark on the ballot paper, or your vole may not be
oiunted.

If you spoil your ballot paper by mistake, show it to the presiding officer and ask for a
replacement.

Fold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and otler unique identifving
mark on the hack of the ballot paper, but do not let anyvone see your vote, Put the ballot paper in
e ballat box and beave the polling station.

1f you will be away on the date of the poll -

& Vou can apply o vole by pest. Your application form must be recerved before 5 pom. on
-1 dayidate deadiine]. IF you are given a postal vode, you will not be entiiled fo vote in
persom al this referendum.

*  Wou can apply tovobe by prosy {this means somesne else can vole on your behalf), Your
application must be received before 5 pn. on [-6 davidate deadline]. 1 vou appoint a proxy.
i can still vode in this referendum vourself if vou do so before your proxy has voted for vou.

= In certain circumstances it may be possible o apply e vole by proxy after [-6 davdare
deadiine].

To change any of your voting amangements please comtact [hefpline momber] as soom as possible.

Issugd by the Counting Officer
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rr..l'fq,'.ll. ! f.'qu:’.'u'l,.'.lh' dov F persan widh an CTMUTVIHERLT @R Ih ihe me ||'.‘|'|'i‘.|"|'f|‘|‘|.'ifr.lh'l'l,' ar fhe
¥ k ] iy
purqlpu'n.l'u MIJF-'M'IJI ‘ul'lf.ll? * ahovei-

You must have this card with you when you vole. You cannot vote without it
When vou go to the polling station, ask to speak to the presiding offices and show them this cand.

| The presiding officer will confirm your eniry on the register. |
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OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD
(to be sent to a voter whe is voting by post)

Erant af card
| OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD

Cancil: This notice i3 1o fell you that you have asked o vole by

posal for this referendum, and vou will not be able o vole
Viling Area: in a polling station. If you want to cancel vour postal

vode please call the helpline numiber shown below before
For the referendum on: [alaedae] 5pm. on [-1 7 dhavdare deadling].

We will send your postal voting papers around
Mumber on Register [feayilantie].

Addressed to:

Fhlame amd Addilress: (Mame and Acldress)
H{Conniing Cfficer to oumit e podl If your postal voting papers have not arvived by
card send lis a person vith an [dayvidare] call: [hefplime number] and ask Tor

anarmmony ey in the regisier. Poil hel
curd te such a persan mst be deltvered p-
in @ sealed ervelope, )

If wou loss ar ascidentally spoil vour postal ballod paper, please call the helplime number shown
above as soon as possible. Replacement ballot papers can only be ssued before 3 pom. on [dadae
e poil].

This card is to provide vou with information about voting by post,

SEE INFORMATION GN THE BACK QF THIS CARD
Back af card

[insert name of local authority] REFERENDIUM

When you receive vour postal voling pack, please read the instructions with it carefully before
completing yvour postal hallot paper.

Do mot let anyvones see your vote, [ vou need help voting, the person helping yon must not 1ell
amyone how you have voted, You can gel independent belp from the Counting Officer: please call
the helpline member shown below,

Vou must sign the postal voting statement (unless you have been granted a waiver by prior
arrangement with the Counting Officer) and provige your date of birth. This is a secuniy
measure, [ will nol affect vour vole or mean it can be identified  Withoul your signature (unbess a
waiver has been granted), and date of brth, the statement will not be valid and vour voie will not be
couisted. The Counting Officer can cross check your signatare against other records that they hold.

I vou lose ar accidentally spoil vour ballot paper, please call the helpline number shown below as
soon s possible. We can only isoe replacement postal ballot papers before 5 pom. on [daeidare af
padl].

Complets and return your postal vole as soon as possible. The Counting Officer must receive your
pistal vole by 10 pom. on [dovdate of pall]. Y ou can deliver your completed vating papers o any
polling station in the voding arca.

If you wani to vole in person i this referendum, you must cancel vour postal vode before 5 pom. on
[-1F deeilte deaaliine).

If you need any assisiance, please call our helpline on: [helpline aumber].

It is an offence to vode using a balkot paper that was nod addressed to vou,
lssued by the Counting Officer
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OFFICTAL PROXY POLL CARTY
(to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)
Erant af card

OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD

Councal: Thes podl card 15 1o tell you that Tor this referendum,
) the peron namad on the hack of this card has
Vaoting Arca; appaointed you as their proxy.
Polling Day: *Prosy s name
Polling hours: Taom. o 10 e |
“Provy s address

The polling station af which vou may
vobe on behalt of the pessonwhohas |
appointed you procy will be: oty Cifficer te cwmit where pedl card senl to the

promy of  person with an anoiemous emtry fe e

register. Poll card to sweh a pracy must be delivered

in @ sealed exvelope,) |

*This card is for information only. You can vote without it, but it will save time if you take
it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there.

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Buack of card
[nzert name of lecal authority | REFERENDUM

*This poll card is to tell vou that for this referendum vou are appointed as proxy for:

*(Person's number on register)

*When you go to the polling station, tell the clerk that you wish to vode as proxy on behalf of the
persan shown abowve.

The clerk will confirm the details on the register.

When vou afe given the ballot paper, go to one of the polling booths, blark a croas (X) in the box
on the right hand side of the answer the person is voling for,

Vil OMNCE only, Do noll pul any other mark on the ballol paper, or the vole may nid be
conted.

If you spoil the ballot paper by mistake, show it to the presiding officer and ask for a
replacement,

Fold the ballot paper in two, Show the presuding officer the number and other umigue wentifying
muark on the back of the ballot paper, bar do oot ler anyone see the vote, Puat tee ballot paper in
the ballad box and beave the palling station,

1y will be away on the date of the poll, you can apply before 5 pom, on [0 7 dadare
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deadling] to vobe by post, If yow are given a postal vote, you or the person who appointed vou as
prerey will s b entitled 1o vele in person at this referendum,

The person who appeinted you & prosy may vode at this referendum. IF they wish to do so they
miust vobe in person before you vote on their behalf

It is illegal to do any of the following:
*  Vode more than once (unless you are appointed as a procy for another person) at the same
referendum.

= Vol as a proxy al the same relerendum for more than two persons unbess you are their
sponase, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchil d

*  Vode as a proxy for a person if vou know that the person is subject to a legal incapacity o
vl

If you need any assistance, please call owr belpline on: [felpline member].
Issued by the Counting Officer

[Wihere paoll cared sent fo the praxy of @ persan with an aronymois emiry in the rogiater sibaiitrle
for the texi marted wirth * hove-

You must have this card with you when you vole, you cannol vole as proxy without it.
Yo ame entitled to vile as proxy for the person whise sumber on the register b shown below:

{Person's numiber on regisier)

To vole as proxy you must go o te polling station shown on e front of this cand. Ask g0 spaak
to U presideng officer and show them this cand. )
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OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
{10 be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)

Front af card
OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
Council: This poll card is to tell vou that for this referendum, the
peraon named on the back of this card has appointed you
Vaoting Arca: as their proxy and you ave docided 1o vone by post.

W ou will mot e able (o vole on behall of the person
For the referendum om: [alovdaie] whao appointed you as proxy in a polling statlon. If
vou want fo cancel this posial vole and vote in person on
Name and Address (Proxy polling day, please call the helpling mumber shown below
before 5 pum. on [-1) davidate deadiine).

We will send the proxy posial veting papers
around |dayalate].

If the postal voting papers have not arrived by
|dinyslete] please eall: Jhelpline mumber] and ask
for help.
I you lase or accidentally spoil the postal ballat paper of the person who appointed yvou 2 proxy,
pleasc call the helpline number shown above as soom as possible. Replacement ball ot papers can
only be issued before 3 pan. on [davdate of pall].
This card is to provide you with infermation abowt veting by past.
SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Beok of eard
|insert name of local authority] REFERENDUM

*“This poll card is to tell vou that for this referendum you are appointed as proxy For the
person mamed below and you have decided to vote by post.

‘When you receive the postal voding pack, please read the instnsctions with it carefully before
completing the posial ballod paper.

D not bet anyone see your vode. 11 vou need help voting, the person helping vow must not tell
amyome how you have voted.

You must sign the postal voting statement (unless vou have been granted a waiver by prior
armangement with the Counting Cficer) and provide your dabe of birth, This is a secunily
measure, It will not affect your vote or mean it can be identified. Without your signature (unless
a waiver has been granted}, and date of birth, the statement will not be valid and vour vole will pet
be coumted, The Counting Cficer can cross check your signature against olher records they hold,

If you lose or accidentally spoil the postal ballot paper, please call the helpline number below as
so0n as possitbde. We can only issue replacement postal ballot papers before 3 pom. on [y dare
af podi].

Complede amd returm the postal vode as soon as possible. The Counting Officer must receive the
postal viote by 10 pome on [dav e of poill. Yow can deliver your complated voting papers 1o any
polling station in vour voling area.
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11y want 1o vole i person 2 a proxy al s referendum, vou must cancel your postal vile
before 5 pam. on [-1F didete deaaline]-

It is illegnl to do any of the fllowing;

*  Vole more than once (unless you are appointed & a proxy for another person ) at the same
refierendum.

*  Vode as a proxy o the same referendum for more than two persons unless you are their
spouase, ivil partner, parend, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild

*  Vole as a proxy for a person if vou know that the person is subject 1o a legal incapacity o
woile.

1 wou need any assistance, pleass call our helpline on: |refpline mamber].
Issued by the Counting Cifficer

[Wihere poll card sermt do the prowy o a person with an arceamous entey in the register subatite
for the text marked with * ahove:-

This poll card ks to tell you that for this referendum you are appointed as proxy for the
person whose number on the register is shown below and you have decided to vole by post

o are entifled to vide as proxy for the vater whose number on the register is shown below:

(Person’s number on register) |
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Form of directions for the guidance of the voters and proxies in voting

GUIDANCE FOR VOTERS AND PROXIES

1 When you are given your hallot paper po o one of the polling booths,

2 Mark a aross (X010 the box on the night hond side of the answer of vour choice,

i Vaote ONCE onlv. Put no other mark on the ballot paper, or vour vole may not be
counied.

4 Fold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and other
umigpe wentilfving mark on the back of the ballst paper, but donod let anyone see

youur viole.
5 Put the ballet paper in the ballot box and leave the polling station.
fi. It ywou spoil your ballot paper by mistake, show it to the presiding officer and ask

fior 8 replacement
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Form of Certificate of Employment

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT REFERENDUM

VOTIMG AREA OF i i i s

I ocertify thad (Ramed.. ..o e e vni s e e Whe 180 numbered
..................... i the regisier of clectors for the voting arca named above cannot
ressonably be expected 1o go m person o the polling station allotted o him or her at the
referendum  [date o poll] by rcasen of the particular circumstances of his or her
employment on that date for a purpose connected with the referendum —

¥ fci) as A constable

¥ ik by me

Signature

¥ Counting CHfcerPolice Officer {Inspector or above)

DMILE e e e

¥ Delete whichever is inappropriate

Motes- The person named sbove = entitled to vote st any polling station of the above
veding aren on production and surrender of this certificate to the presiding olficer,
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Form of declaration to be made by the companion

of a voter or proxy with disabilities

L e e e e e e e (mame  of  companion),

L . (nddress  of  companion)

- .{name of vober or proxy)

[#nn fre case af a proxy with disobilities, adding voting as proxy for

PN L+ 111 S+ '\-'qﬂgr}l whose mumber on the wgisbgr

B b record their vote ot the referendum now being held in this voting arca, herehy

declare that

= | am entifled o vole on my own behall al the said referendum

w lamihe® . off the said wiler ar procy and have attared the age of 18 years,
and

# [ have not previously assisted any vober with disabilities [except.....oonnn.

(mame of other voler or proxyl of L. {aiddreas of

other voder or proccy )] to vote at the said referendum,
“Stare the relationship of the companion te the voler oF proxy

SIEmed (Companion)
Dhale
I, the undersigned, being the presading officer for ... {polling station) for the
........................... vabingarea of ..o v hereby certify that the

abenve diclaration, having been fimst read to the above-namied companion, was signed by the
COMPAMON in 1y presenee,

T 1 (Presiding Officer)
Date ... - - -
THEIE e e e - i )
MOTE
1. If the person making the above declaration knowingly and wilfully makes therein a

statement false in a material particular, he will be guilty of an offence.

[

Acvober or proxy with disabilities is a person who has made a declaration under the Local
Government Act Referendums Rules that he is so incapacitated by his blindness or other
disability, or by his inability o read, as o be unable 1o vote withoul assistance,
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SCHEDULE 4 Regulations 8, 11, 12 and 13

Application, with Modifications, of Acts and Subordinate Legislation

Interpretation

1.—(1) The provisions set out in the first column of Tables 1 to 6 have effect subject to—

(a) any modification mentioned in the second column of those Tables, and

(b) unless the context otherwise requires, the modifications mentioned in sub-paragraph (2).
(2) The modifications mentioned in this paragraph are—

(a) areference to an election must be construed as a reference to the referendum;

(b) areference to a returning officer must be construed as a reference to the counting officer;

(c) a reference to a constituency, an electoral division or a ward must be construed as a
reference to a voting area;

(d) a reference to voting for, or a vote for, a candidate must be construed as a reference to
voting for, or a vote for, an answer;

(e) areference to promoting or procuring the election of a candidate, or furthering a person’s
candidature, must be construed as a reference to promoting or procuring a particular result
in the referendum,;

(f) references to nomination papers and, except as mentioned in sub-paragraphs (d) and (e),
references to candidates, must be ignored;

(g) areference to the return of a person must be construed as a reference to a particular result
in the referendum;

(h) a reference to a person voting as an elector must be construed as a person voting on his
own behalf;

(i) areference to a person’s entitlement as an elector to an absent vote must be construed as a
reference to a person’s entitlement to vote by post on his own behalf or to vote by proxy;

(j) except where the polls at the referendum and an election are taken together in accordance
with regulation 10(1) or (7), where anything is required to be done in the presence of
election, polling, counting or other agents, the reference to the presence of agents must
be ignored;

(k) a reference to anything having been prescribed must be construed as a reference to its
being provided for by a provision of subordinate legislation applied by these Regulations;

(1) aform which is required to be used may be used with such variations as the circumstances
require;

(m) a reference to the registration officer, in relation to a district or a London borough, is a
reference to the relevant registration officer appointed under section 8 of the 1983 Act(37);
and for the purpose of the exercise of a registration officer’s functions in relation to the
referendum, section 52(1) to (4)(38) (discharge of registration duties) and section 54(1),
(3) and (4)(39) (payment of expenses of registration) of that Act have effect;

(n) areference to an election petition must be construed as a reference to a referendum petition;

(o) any reference to an enactment or instrument made under an enactment must be construed
as a reference to that enactment or instrument as applied by these Regulations;

(37) 1983 ¢.2.
(38) Asamended by paragraph 12 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraph 6 of Schedule 21
to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
(39) As amended by paragraph 14 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).
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(p) so much of any provision as applies only in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland is to be

ignored.
Table 1
Representation of the People Act 1983(40)
(1) Provision (2) Modification

Section 13B (alteration of registers: pending
elections)(41)

Section 31 (polling districts and stations at local
government elections)(42)

Section 35(4) (appointments by returning
officers)

Section 36(4) and (6) (returning officer’s
expenditure at local elections)(43)

(40) 1983 c. 2.

After “election”, in each place, substitute “ or
referendum”.

After subsection (4) insert—

“(4A) This
referendums.”

section also applies to

In subsection (1)—

(a) for “elections of county councillors”
substitute “referendums by or in respect
of'a county”, and

(b) for “elections of London borough

or district councillors” substitute
“referendums by or in respect of a
London borough or district”.

In subsection (3) for “local government
elections” substitute “referendums”.

In subsection (4) for the words from “by a
returning officer” to “London borough)”
substitute “by a counting officer for a
voting area in relation to the holding of a
referendum”.

In subsection (6) for the words from the
beginning to “councillor, the council”
substitute “Before a poll is taken at such a
referendum as is referred to in subsection (4),
the authority”.

Paragraph 1(2)(b) of this Schedule does not
have effect in relation to the first reference in
subsection (6) to the returning officer.

(41) The existing section 13B was substituted (together with sections 13 and 13A) for section 13 as originally enacted by paragraph
6 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2); section 13B was amended by the section 11 of the Electoral

Administration Act 2006 (c. 41).

(42) Section 31 was amended by Schedule 17 to the Local Government Act 1985 (c. 50), paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 to the Greater
London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29) and paragraph 108 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
(43) Subsection (4) was amended by Schedule 17 to the Local Government Act 1985 (c. 51).
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(1) Provision (2) Modification
Section 47 (loan of equipment for local In subsection (1) for “the returning officer at
elections)(44) a local government election” substitute “the

counting officer at a referendum”.

In subsection (2)—

(a) omit the words from “, or” at the end of
paragraph (a) to “as the case may be”;

(b) for “an election held under those Acts”
substitute “a referendum”.

Section 49(4) to (5) (effect of registers)(45) In subsection (5) omit “prevent the rejection of
the vote on a scrutiny or”.

Section 60 (personation) In subsection (2) omit “parliamentary or”.

Section 61 (other voting offences)(46) In subsection (1) after “local government
election” and “local government elections”,
in each place, insert “or referendum” or “or
referendums” respectively.

For subsections (2) to (4) substitute—

“(2) A person shall be guilty of an offence
if—
(a) he votes on his own behalf otherwise
than by proxy—

(i) more than once in the same
voting area,

(i1) in more than one voting area,
or

(iii) in any voting area where there
is in force an appointment of
a person to vote as his proxy
in the referendum in another
voting area, or

(b) he votes on his own behalf in person
and is entitled to vote by post, or

(c) he votes on his own behalf in person
knowing that a person appointed to
vote as his proxy has already voted
in person or is entitled to vote by
post, or

(d) he applies for a person to be
appointed as his proxy to vote
for him without applying for

(44) Section 47 was amended by S.I. 1991/1728 and paragraph 6 of Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums
Act 2000 (c. 41).

(45) Subsection (4A) was inserted by paragraph 7 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22); subsection (5) was
substituted by S.I. 1995/1948 and amended by paragraph 12 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2).

(46) Section 61 was amended by paragraph 2 of Schedule 2, and Schedule 5, to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50),
paragraph 10 of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29), paragraph 83 of Schedule 27 to the Civil
Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33) and section 38(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
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(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Section 62A (offences relating to applications
for postal and proxy votes)(47)

Section 63 (breach of official duty)(48)

the cancellation of a previous
appointment of a third party then
in force or without withdrawing
a pending application for such an
appointment.

(3) A person shall be guilty of an offence if

(a) he votes as proxy for the same
person either—

(i) more than once in the same
voting area, or

(i1) in more than one voting area,
or

(b) he votes in person as proxy for a
person and is entitled to vote by
post as proxy for someone whom
he already knows to have voted in
person.

(4) A person shall also be guilty of an offence
if he votes as proxy in any voting area for more
than two persons of whom he is not the spouse,
civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister,
child or grandchild.”

For subsection (6A) substitute—

“(6A) A person is not guilty of an offence
under subsection (2)(b) only by reason of
his having marked a tendered ballot paper in
pursuance of rule 29 of the Local Government
Act Referendums Rules or rule 31 of the Local
Government Act Referendums (Combination of
Polls) Rules (as the case may be) within the
meaning of the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007.”

In subsection (1)(a) after “election” insert “or
referendum”.

In subsection (3) after “local government
election” in both places insert “or
referendum”.

In subsection (4)(a) after “election” insert “or
referendum”.

(47) Section 62A was inserted by section 40 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
(48) The existing section 63 was substituted by paragraph 19 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50)
and amended by S.1. 2001/1149 and sections 7 and 41(8) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
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(1) Provision (2) Modification
Section 65 (tampering with ballot papers, In subsection (1)—
etc.)(49) (a) after “election”, in the first place it

occurs, insert “or referendum”, and
(b) omit paragraph (a).

In subsection (3) for “clerk” substitute

“person”.
Section 66 (requirement of secrecy)(50) For subsection (1)(b) substitute—
“(b) every polling observer, so
attending,”.
Section 66A (prohibition of exit polls)(51) In subsection (2) omit the “and” preceding

paragraph (b) and after that paragraph insert—

113

; and

(c) any referendum”.

Section 92 (broadcasting from outside the In subsection (1) after “local government
United Kingdom)(52) election” insert “or referendum”.

Section 94 (imitation poll cards)(53) In subsection (2)—
(a) after “section 36” insert “above, or
regulations made under section 45 of the
Local Government Act 20007, and
(b) after “the rules”, insert “or, as the case
may be, the regulations”.

Section 96 (schools and rooms for local election For subsection (1) substitute—

meetings)(54) “(1) Subject to the provisions of this section,

any person is entitled, for the purpose of holding
a public meeting to promote a particular result
in the referendum, to use free of charge at
reasonable times during the campaign period
any meeting room to which this section applies.

(1A) In subsection (1), “the campaign
period” means the period of 25 days ending with
the day before the date of the referendum.”
Omit subsection (2).

In subsection (3)—

(49) Section 65 was amended by paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraphs
72 and 96 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(50) Section 66 was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50), paragraph 11
of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29) and paragraphs 82, 86 and 96 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(51) Section 66B was inserted by paragraphs 3 and 6 of Schedule 6 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2).

(52) Section 92 was amended by paragraph 35 of Schedule 20 to the Broadcasting Act 1990 (c. 42) and paragraph 61 of Schedule 17
to the Communications Act 2003 (c. 21).

(53) Section 94 was amended by paragraph 36 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).

(54) The existing section 96 was substituted for section 96 as originally enacted by paragraph 38 of Schedule 4 to the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and amended by paragraph 11 of Schedule 40 to the School Standards and Framework Act
1998 (c. 31) and paragraph 29 of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29).
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(1) Provision (2) Modification
(a) for the words from “electoral area for
which” to “that electoral area” substitute
“voting area”, and
(b) omit paragraph (b).

In subsection (4)—

(a) omit the words “and paragraph 1(1) of
Schedule 5 to this Act”,

(b) after the words “that section” insert
“subject to the substitution in
subsection (5) of that section, for the
word “candidate” of the word “person””,
and

(c) omit the words from “and any person” to
the end.

After subsection (4) insert—

“(5) The lists maintained by a county
council, district council or London borough
council of meeting rooms which candidates at
a parliamentary election in any constituency are
entitled to use shall have effect for the purposes
of the referendum; and any person shall, before
the referendum, be entitled at all reasonable
hours to inspect those lists or a copy of them.”

Section 97  (disturbances at election For subsection (2) substitute—

meetings)(S5) “(2) This section applies to a meeting in

connection with a referendum held during the
campaign period.

(2A) In subsection (2) “the campaign
period” means the period of 25 days ending with
the day before the date of the referendum.”

Section 100(1) and (2) (illegal canvassing by In subsection (1) for the words from “from

police officers)(56) giving his vote” to the end substitute “from
giving his vote in the referendum in a voting
area wholly or partly within the police area”.

Section 109 (payments for the exhibition of
election notices)

Section 110 (details to appear on election
publications)(57)

Section 111 (prohibition of paid canvassers)

(55) Section 97 was amended by paragraph 39 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and Part 1 of
Schedule 7 to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (c. 60).
(56) Subsection (2) was amended by paragraph 5 of Schedule 3 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).
(57) The existing section 110 was substituted for section 110 as originally enacted by paragraph 14 of Schedule 18 to the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
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(1) Provision (2) Modification
Section 112 (providing money for illegal

purposes)

Section 113 (bribery)(58)

Section 114 (treating)

Section 115 (undue influence)(59)
Section 116 (rights of creditors) Omit paragraphs (b) and (c).
Section 118 (interpretation of Part 2)(60)

Section 119 (computation of time for purposes In subsection (1)(b) after “disregarded” insert
of Part 2)(61) —

113

; and

(c) in computing any period referred
to in section 96(1A) or 97(2A),
as applied for the purposes of a
referendum, any of the days so
mentioned shall be disregarded.”

Section 167 (application for relief)(62)

Section 168 (prosecutions for corrupt
practices)(63)

Section 169  (prosecutions for illegal
practices)(64)

Section 170 (conviction of illegal practice on
charge of corrupt practice etc)

Section 173(1)(a)(i), (2) and (3)(65) In subsection (1)(a)(i) after “Great Britain”
insert “or at any referendum”.

Section 174 (mitigation and remission etc.)(66)
Section 175 (illegal payments etc.)(67) Omit subsection (2).

Section 176 (time limit for prosecutions)

(58) Section 113 was amended by paragraph 30 of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29).

(59) Section 115 was amended by section 39(1) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(60) Section 118 was amended by paragraph 43 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50), section 135
of and paragraph 15 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41) and paragraphs 119
and 133 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(61) Section 119 was amended by section 19(4) of the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraphs 49 and 51(1)
of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(62) Section 167 was amended by paragraph 56 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraph
18 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).

(63) Section 168 was amended by paragraph 8 of Schedule 3 and paragraph 57 of Schedule 5 to the Representation of the People
Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraph 121 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(64) Section 169 was amended by paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).

(65) The existing section 173 was substituted for section 173 as originally enacted by section 136 of the Political Parties, Elections
and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41) and amended by paragraph 122 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006
(c. 22).

(66) Section 174 was amended by paragraph 18 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).

(67) Section 175 was amended by paragraph 10 of Schedule 3 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraph
6 of Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
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(1) Provision (2) Modification

Section 177 (summary trial) For “the local government Act” substitute “the
Local Authority (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007

In subsection (1)(a) for the words from “in the
county” to “adjoins”, substitute “for the voting
area in which the offence is alleged to have
been committed”.

Section 178 (prosecution of offences committed
outside the United Kingdom)(68)

Section 179 (offences by associations)

Section  181(1)  (Director of  Public
Prosecutions)(69)

Section 185 (interpretation of Part 3)(70)

Section 199B  (translations of certain In subsections (1), (5) and (7) after “local

documents)(71) government election” insert “or referendum”.
Omit subsection (4)(a).

Section 200(1A) and (2) (public notices, and
declarations)(72)

Section 202 (interpretation)(73)

Table 2

Representation of the People Act 1985(74)
(1) Provision (2) Modification
Section 15 (combination  of  polls After subsection (1)(c) insert—
at parliamentary, European and local or
elections)(75) “(d)

a referendum and an election
of one or more of the descriptions
specified in paragraphs (a) to (c),”.

(68) The existing section 178 was substituted for section 178 as originally enacted by paragraph 62 of Schedule 4 to the
Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).
(69) Subsection (1) was amended by paragraph 63 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).
(70) Section 185 was amended by paragraph 10 of Schedule 17 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41)
and paragraphs 86 and 87 of Schedule 6 to the Licensing Act 2003 (c. 17).
(71) Section 199B was inserted by section 36 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
(72) Subsection (1A), together with the existing subsection (1), were substituted for subsection (1) as originally enacted by
paragraph 68 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).
(73) Section 202 was amended by Part 1 of Schedule 2 and paragraph 70 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act
1985 (c. 50), the Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1993 (c. 50), S.I. 1995/1948, the Schedule to the Law Officers Act 1997 (c. 60),
paragraph 38 of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29), paragraph 22 of Schedule 1 and paragraphs
3 and 9 of Schedule 6 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2), paragraph 19 of Schedule 18 and paragraph 6 of
Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41), S.I1. 2001/1149 and section 73 and paragraphs
13, 76 and 128 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
(74) 1985 c. 50.
(75) The European Assembly to which section 15 as originally enacted referred was renamed the European Parliament by section 3
of the European Communities (Amendment) Act 1986 (c. 58); section 15 was amended by paragraph 7 of Schedule 7 to the
Local Government Act 2003 (c. 26) and section 3(2) of the Elections Act 2001 (c. 7).
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(1) Provision (2) Modification
In subsection (2), after “related areas”, insert
“or the polls at elections and a referendum”.

In subsection (4)—

(a) after “elections”, in the first place where
that word appears, insert “or elections
and a referendum (as the case may be)”,

(b) after “one election” insert “or the
referendum”, and

(c) after “elections”, in the second place
where that word appears, insert “or the
elections and the referendum (as the case
may be)”.

Table 3

Representation of the People Act 2000(76)
(1) Provision (2) Modification
Section 10 (pilot schemes for local elections in In subsection (2)—
England and Wales)(77) (a) after “Representation of the People
Acts”, insert “or the Local Government
Act 2000, and
(b) in paragraph (c) for “candidates”
substitute “any campaign organiser
within the meaning of regulation 6
of the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations
2007”.

In subsection (3)—

(a) in paragraph (b) for “candidates”
substitute “campaign organisers”, and

(b) for “section 75(1) of the 1983 Act
(restriction on third party election
expenditure)” substitute “regulation 6
of the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations
2007”.

Omit subsection (4).

At the end of subsection (7)(a) insert “or the
Local Government Act 2000”.

In subsection (11) for the words after “means”,
substitute “a county council, district council or
a London borough council.”

(76) 2000 c. 2.
(77) Section 10 was amended by paragraph 16 of Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
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(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Section 12 (changes relating to absent voting at In subsection (1) at the end insert *; and as

elections in Great Britain)

Schedule 4 (absent voting in Great Britain)(78)

regards referendums”.

In paragraph 1(1), in the definition of “the
appropriate rules” at the end of paragraph (b),
insert—

113

, and

(c¢) in the case of a referendum,
the Local Government Act
Referendums Rules or the Local
Government Act Referendums
(Combination of Polls) Rules
(as the case may be) within the
meaning of the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007

In paragraphs 2 to 7, 7C and 7D, except in
paragraphs 3(1), 3(2), 3(4)(a)(i), 6(7), 7(4)
(a) and 7(6)(a)(1), after “local government
election”, “local government elections”,
“elections” and “election”, insert, as the
context requires, “or a referendum”, “or
referendums”, or “or the referendum”.

In paragraphs 3(1) and 3(2) for “or at both”
substitute “or at referendums, or at any
combination of such polls”.

In paragraphs 3(4)(a)(i) and 7(6)(a)(i) for “or
both” substitute “or referendums, or at any
combination of such polls”.

In paragraphs 6(7) and 7(4)(a) for “or at
both” substitute “or at referendums, or at any
combination of such polls”.

Table 4

Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(79)

(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Section 6A (attendance of representatives of After subsection (1)(b) insert—

Commission at elections etc.)

.
s

(78) Schedule 4 was amended by paragraph 164 of Schedule 27 to the Civil Partnerships Act 2004 (c. 33), and sections 5, 14, 35
and 38 of, and paragraphs 19, 20 and 137 of Schedule 1 to, the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
(79) 2000 c. 41. All the provisions mentioned in this Table were inserted by section 29 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006

(c. 22).
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(1) Provision (2) Modification

(c) proceedings relating to a
referendum under the Local
Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England)
Regulations 2007 which are the
responsibility of the counting
officer.”

Section 6B (observation of working practices by After subsection (2) insert—

representatives of Commission) “(2A) A representative of the Commission

may also observe the working practices of a
counting officer at a referendum under the
Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007, and any person
acting under his direction.”

Section 6C (accredited observers: individuals) Insubsection (1) after “applies” insert “or which
is held under the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007

Section 6D (accredited observers: Insubsection (1) after “applies” insert “or which
organisations) is held under the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007

Section 6E (attendance and conduct of For subsection (4)(c) substitute—

observers) “(c) in the case of any

other proceedings at a referendum
to which Part 7 applies, the
relevant counting officer (within the
meaning of section 6A);

(ca) in the case of any other
proceedings at a referendum under
the Local Authorities (Conduct
of Referendums) (England)
Regulations 2007, the counting
officer;”

In subsection (4) for “or (c¢)” substitute *, (c)
or (ca)”.

Table 5

Electoral Administration Act 2006(80)

(1) Provision (2) Modification

Section 42 (access to other election documents)

Section 43 (access to other election documents: In subsection (1)(a) after “section 42” insert “as
contravention of regulations) applied by the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007

(80) 2006 c. 22.
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(1) Provision (2) Modification
Section 44 (access to other election documents: In subsection (5) for the words “election
supplementary) documents” to “Northern Ireland)” substitute

“referendum documents are such documents
relating to a referendum”.

After subsection (7)(e) insert—

.
s

(f) in relation to a referendum, a
voting area within the meaning of
the Local Authorities (Conduct
of Referendums) (England)
Regulations 2007.”

Section 46 (returning officers: correction of After subsection (3)(b) insert—
procedural errors)

.,
H

(c) areferendum.”
Omit subsection (6).

Section 69 (encouraging electoral participation) After subsection (8)(b) insert—

.,
5

(c) a counting officer at a referendum.”

Table 6

The Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001(81)

(1) Provision (2) Modification
Regulation 3 (interpretation)(82) At the end of paragraph (2)(b) insert—
“, or

(¢) in the case of a referendum, the
corresponding rule in the Local
Government Act Referendums
Rules or the Local Government
Act Referendums (Combination
of Polls) Rules (as the case may
be) within the meaning of the
Local Authorities (Conduct
of Referendums) (England)
Regulations 2007.”

Regulation 4(1)(b) (forms) and, to the extent of
Form E in Schedule 3, (2)

(81) S.I. 2001/341; as amended by S.I. 2001/1700, 2002/1871, 2004/226, 2005/2114, 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
(82) Asamended by S.1. 2001/1700, 2002/1871 and 2006/2910.
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(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Regulation 5 (communication of applications,
notices, etc)(83)

Regulation 6 (electronic signatures and related
certificates)(84)

Regulation 7 (copies of documents)(85)
Regulation 8 (time)(86)

Regulation 11 (interference with notices)
Regulation 50 (interpretation of Part 4)(87)

Regulation 51 (general requirements for an
absent vote)(88)

Regulation 51A  (additional  provision
concerning the requirement that an application
for an absent vote must be signed by the
applicant)(89)

Regulation 51AA (additional requirement for
applications for ballot papers to be sent
to different address from that stated in
application)(90)

Regulation 51B (additional requirements for
applications for ballot papers to be sent to
different address from that shown in the
record kept under paragraph 3(4) or 7(6) of
Schedule 4)(91)

Regulation 52 (additional requirements for
applications for the appointment of a proxy)

Regulation 55 (additional requirements for
applications for a proxy vote in respect of a
particular election)(92)

(83) Asamended by S.1. 2006/2910.

(84) As amended by S.I. 2006/2910.

(85) As amended by S.I. 2002/1871 and 2006/2910.

(86) As amended by S.I. 2006/2910.

(87) As amended by S.I. 2006/2910.

(88) As amended by S.1I. 2006/752 and 2006/2910.

(89) Inserted by S.I. 2006/752 and amended by S.I. 2006/2910.
(90) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(91) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

For paragraph (4)(b) substitute—
“(b)

whether it is made for all
or any of parliamentary elections,
local government elections or

referendums.”

In paragraph (5)—

(a) after “election”, in each place, insert “or
referendum”, and

(b) omit “elections”.

(92) Substituted by S.I. 2006/752 and amended by S.I. 2006/2910.
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(1) Provision (2) Modification

Regulation 56 (closing dates for In paragraphs (1) to (5) and (7)(b)

applications)(93) after “election”, in each place, insert “or
referendum”.

Regulation 57 (grant or refusal of In paragraph (5) after “election” insert “or
applications)(94) referendum”.

Regulation 58 (notice of appeal)

Regulation 59 (cancellation of proxy
appointment)

Regulation 61B(95) In paragraph (3)(a) for “any candidate or agent”
substitute “those”.

Regulation 62 (marked register for polling
stations)(96)

Regulation 64 (interpretation of Part 5)(97) Omit the definition of “agent”.
Regulation 65 (combination of polls) Substitute—

“65. Where the polls at elections or
referendums are taken together under—

(a) section 15(1) or (2) of the
1985 Act (combination of polls
at parliamentary, European
Parliamentary and local
government elections),

(b) section 36(3) or (3AB) of the
1983 Act (combination of polls
at local elections), or

(¢) the Local Authorities (Conduct
of Referendums) (England)
Regulations 2007,

the proceedings at the issue and receipt of
postal ballot papers may, if the returning
and counting officers concerned agree, be
taken together.”

Regulation 66 (form of postal voting statement) Omit paragraph (a).

Regulation 67 (persons entitled to be present
at proceedings on issue of postal ballot
papers)(98)

Regulation 68 (persons entitled to be present Where the issue and receipt of postal votes
at proceedings on the receipt of postal ballot are not taken together at more than one
papers)(99) poll in accordance with regulation 65 of the

(93) Amended by S.I. 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
(94) Amended by S.I. 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
(95) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(96) Amended by S.I. 2006/2910.

(97) Amended by S.I. 2006/2910.

(98) Amended by S.I. 2006/2910.

(99) Amended by S.I. 2006/2910.
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(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Regulation 69 (agents of candidates who may
attend proceedings on receipt of postal ballot

papers)

71

Representation of the People Regulations as
applied by these Regulations:

For paragraphs (a) to (d) substitute—
G‘(a)

the counting officer and his
clerks,

(b) persons who by virtue of rule 35(2)
(a) to (e) of the Local Government
Act Referendums Rules or rule
37(3)(a) to (e) of the Local
Government Act Referendums
(Combination of Polls) Rules

(as the case may be) within the
meaning of the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007 are
entitled to attend at the counting of
the votes.”

Where the issue and receipt of postal votes
are taken together at more than one poll

in accordance with regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People Regulations as
applied by these Regulations:

After paragraph (d) insert—
‘C(e)

the counting officer and his
clerks, and

(f) persons who by virtue of rule 35(2)
(a) to (e) of the Local Government
Act Referendums Rules or rule
37(3)(a) to (e) of the Local
Government Act Referendums
(Combination of Polls) Rules
(as the case may be) within the
meaning of the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007 are
entitled to attend at the counting of
the votes.”

In paragraph (8) for “candidates or their
agents” substitute “persons entitled to be
present by virtue of regulation 68”.

Where the issue and receipt of postal votes
are not taken together at more than one
poll in accordance with regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People Regulations as
applied by these Regulations:
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(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Regulation 70 (notification of requirement of
secrecy)

Regulation 71 (time when postal ballot papers
are to be issued)

Regulation 72 (procedure on issue of postal
ballot paper)(100)

Regulation 73 (refusal to issue postal ballot
paper)(101)
Regulation 74 (envelopes)(102)

Regulation 75 (sealing up of completed
corresponding number lists and security of
special lists)(103)

Regulation 76 (delivery of postal ballot papers)
Regulation 77 (spoilt postal ballot papers)(104)

(100) Amended by S.I. 2002/1871, 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
(101) Amended by S.1. 2006/2910.

(102) Amended by S.1. 2006/2910.

(103) Amended by S.1. 2006/2910.

(104) Amended by S.1. 2006/752 and 2006/2910.

72

Omit paragraphs (1) to (7).

Where the issue and receipt of postal votes
are taken together at more than one poll

in accordance with regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People Regulations as
applied by these Regulations:

For paragraph (3) substitute—

“(3) Where postal ballot papers for more
than one election or referendum are issued
together by virtue of regulation 65, the
references to the returning officer in paragraphs
(2), (4) and (5) must be construed as references
to the returning or counting officer who issues
the postal ballot papers.”

In paragraph (5) after “one election” insert “or
referendum, or for an election combined with a
referendum”.

In paragraph (5)(a)

(a) after “elections” insert “and
referendums”, and

(b) after “election” insert “or referendum”.

In paragraph (6) for “the poll at one election
is taken with the poll at another election”
substitute “polls are taken together”.

In paragraph (2)(b) for “election” substitute
G‘p01177‘
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(1) Provision (2) Modification
Regulation 78 (lost postal ballot papers)(105) In paragraph (2A)(b) for “election” substitute
Eépoll”.

Regulation 79(3) to (5) (alternative means of In paragraph (5) for “polling agents” substitute
returning postal ballot paper or postal voting “polling observers (if any)”.
statement)(106)

Regulation 80 (notice of opening of postal ballot Where the issue and receipt of postal votes

paper envelopes) are not taken together at more than one
poll in accordance with regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People Regulations as
applied by these Regulations:

In paragraph (1) for “each candidate”
substitute “those persons who by virtue of
rule 35(2)(a) to (e) of the Local Government
Act Referendums Rules or rule 37(3)(a) to (¢)
of the Local Government Act Referendums
(Combination of Polls) Rules (as the case
may be) within the meaning of the Local
Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007 are entitled to
attend at the counting of the votes”.

Omit paragraph (2)(b).

Where the issue and receipt of postal votes
are taken together at more than one poll

in accordance with regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People Regulations as
applied by these Regulations:

In paragraph (1) after “each candidate” insert
“and those persons who by virtue of rule
35(2)(a) to (e) of the Local Government Act
Referendums Rules or rule 37(3)(a) to (¢)

of the Local Government Act Referendums
(Combination of Polls) Rules (as the case
may be) within the meaning of the Local
Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007 are entitled to
attend at the counting of the votes”.

Regulation 81 (postal ballot boxes and In paragraphs (3) and (4) for “the agents”
receptacles)(107) substitute “those”.

Regulation 82 (receipt of covering envelopes)

(105) Amended by S.1. 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
(106) Amended by S.1. 2006/752.
(107) Amended by S.1. 2006/2910.
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(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Regulation 83 (opening of postal voters’ ballot
box)

Regulation 84 of

envelopes)(108)

Regulation 84A (confirming receipt of postal
voting statements)(109)

(opening covering

Regulation 85 (procedure in relation to postal
voting statements)(110)

Regulation 85A (procedure in relation to
postal voting statements: personal identifier
verification)(111)

Regulation 85B (Postal Voting Statements:
additional personal identifier verification)(112)

Regulation 86 (opening of ballot paper
envelopes)

Regulation 86A (retrieval of cancelled postal
ballot papers)(113)

Regulation 87 (lists of rejected postal ballot
papers)

Regulation 88 (checking of lists kept under
regulation 87)

Regulation 89 (sealing of receptacles)(114)
Regulation 91 (forwarding of documents)(115)

Regulation 116 (interpretation of Part 7)(116)

Regulation 118 (inspection of documents open
to public inspection)(117)

(108) Amended by S.1. 2006/2910.
(109)Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(110) Amended by S.I. 2002/1871 and 2006/2910.
(111) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(112) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(113) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(114) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(115) Amended by S.I. 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
(116) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.

(117) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.
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In paragraph (1) for “the agents” substitute
“such of those who are entitled to attend as are
present”.

In paragraph (3) for “agents” substitute
“counting observers or agents or both (as the
case may be)”.

In paragraph (4) for “agents” substitute
“counting observers or agents or both (as the
case may be)”.

In paragraphs (3)(a) and (c) and (4) for “agents”
substitute “counting observers or agents or both
(as the case may be)”.

In paragraph (2)(b) and (f) for ‘“agents”
substitute “counting observers or agents or both
(as the case may be)”.

After paragraph (2) insert—

“(2A) In the case of a referendum, the
documents to be forwarded under paragraph (1)
are to be forwarded to the registration officer of
the local authority by or in respect of which the
referendum is held.”
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(1) Provision

(2) Modification

Regulation 119 (conditions on the use, supply
and disclosure of documents open to public
inspection)(118)

In Schedule 3, Form E(119)

After “REPRESENTATION OF THE
PEOPLE ACTS” insert “*[[insert name of
council] REFERENDUM]”.

After “European Parliamentary electoral
area” insert “Referendum voting area

ER]

After the words “*[European Parliamentary]|
election”, in both places where they occur,
insert “*[referendum]”.

After the words “*[European Parliamentary
electoral region]”, in both places where they
occur, insert “*[voting area]”.

In the note after “election” in each place insert
“or referendum”.

SCHEDULE 5 Regulations 11 and 13

The Local Government Act Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules

CONTENTS

PART 1

Citation and Interpretation

Citation
Interpretation

o =

PART 2

Provisions as to Time

3. Timetable
4. Computation of time

(118) Inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.
(119) Amended by S.I. 2005/2114.
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PART 3

General Provisions

Notice of referendum

Poll to be taken by ballot

The ballot papers

The corresponding number list
The official mark

Prohibition of disclosure of vote
Use of schools and public rooms

PART 4
Action to be Taken Before the Poll

Notice of poll

Postal ballot papers

Provision of polling stations

Appointment of presiding officers and polling clerks

Issue of official poll cards

Equipment of polling stations

Appointment of counting observers

Appointment of polling observers

Notification of requirement of secrecy in respect of polling stations
Notification of requirement of secrecy in respect of the count
Return of postal ballot papers

PART 5
The Poll

Admission to polling station

Keeping of order in station

Sealing of ballot boxes

Questions to be put to voters and proxies
Challenge of voter or proxy

Voting procedure

Votes marked by presiding officer

Voting by persons with disabilities
Tendered ballot papers: circumstances where available
Tendered ballot papers: general provisions
Spoilt ballot papers

Correction of errors on day of poll
Adjournment of poll in case of riot
Procedure on close of poll

PART 6

Counting of Votes

Attendance at counting of votes
The count

Re-count

Rejected ballot papers
Decisions on ballot papers
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42. Equality of votes
PART 7

Final Proceedings and Miscellaneous

43. Declaration of result

44. Sealing up of ballot papers

45. Delivery of documents to relevant registration officer

46. Orders for production of documents

47. Retention of documents

48. Countermand or abandonment of poll at election on death of candidate

PART 8
Appendix of Forms
Signature
Explanatory Note
PART 1

General Provisions

Citation

1. These Rules may be cited as the Local Government Act Referendums (Combination of Polls)
Rules.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Rules—

“relevant returning or counting officer” means the returning officer or the counting officer
discharging the functions under (as the case may be)—

(a) regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations,(120) or
(b) regulation 13(2);
“voter” means a person entitled to vote on his own behalf.

(2) Subject to paragraph (1), expressions used both in these Rules and the 1983 Act (as it applies
to local government elections) have the same meaning in these Rules as they have in that Act.

PART 2

Provisions as to Time

Timetable

3. The proceedings at the referendum shall be conducted in accordance with the following
Timetable.

(120)S.1. 2004/294; as amended by S.I. 2006/3278.
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Timetable
Proceedings Time
Publication of notice of referendum Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day
of referendum.
Notice of poll No later than the sixth day before the day of the
referendum.
Polling Between the hours of 7 in the morning and 10 at

night on the day of referendum.

Computation of time

4. In computing any period of time for the purposes of the Timetable the days mentioned in
regulation 18(2)(a) to (c) shall be disregarded, and any such day shall not be treated as a day for
the purpose of any proceedings up to the completion of the poll nor shall the relevant returning or
counting officer, nor the counting officer, be obliged to take any step in relation to the counting of
the votes on such a day.

PART 3

General Provisions

Notice of referendum

5.—(1) The counting officer must publish notice of the referendum stating the date of the poll.
(2) The notice of referendum must state the date by which—

(a) applications to vote by post or by proxy, and

(b) other applications and notices about postal or proxy voting,

must reach the registration officer in order that they may be effective for the referendum.

Poll to be taken by ballot
6. A poll must be taken at the referendum and the votes at the poll must be given by ballot.

The ballot papers
7.—(1) The ballot of every person entitled to a vote at the referendum must consist of a ballot
paper.

(2) Every ballot paper to be used in the referendum must be in the appropriate form in the
Appendix (depending on the question to be asked in the referendum).

(3) Every ballot paper must—
(a) be capable of being folded up;
(b) have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back; and

(c) be a different colour from the ballot papers used at any other relevant election or
referendum.
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The corresponding number list

8.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the relevant returning or counting officer must prepare a list
containing the numbers and other unique identifying marks of all of the ballot papers to be issued
by him in pursuance of rule 13(1) or provided by him in pursuance of rule 17(1).

(2) Where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers in the referendum are
not taken together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections and referendums, the
counting officer must prepare the list mentioned in paragraph (1) in respect of all of the ballot papers
to be issued by him in pursuance of rule 13(1).

(3) The list must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to like effect.

The official mark

9.—(1) Every ballot paper must contain an appropriate security marking (the official mark).
(2) The official mark must be kept secret.

(3) The counting officer may use a different official mark for different purposes at the same
referendum.

Prohibition of disclosure of vote

10. No person who has voted at the referendum shall, in any legal proceeding to question the
referendum, be required to state for which answer he has voted.

Use of schools and public rooms

11.—(1) The counting officer and the relevant returning or counting officer may use, free of
charge, for relevant purposes—

(a) a room in a school maintained or assisted by a local education authority or a school in
respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by Parliament to the person or
body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is payable out of any rate.

(2) That officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred by the
persons having control over, any such room as mentioned above by reason of its being used for the
purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes.

(3) In paragraph (1) “relevant purposes” means—
(a) in the case of the counting officer, the counting of the votes, and

(b) in the case of the relevant returning or counting officer, the taking of the poll and the
discharging of the functions under rule 38(1).

PART 4
Action to be Taken Before the Poll

Notice of Poll

12.—(1) The counting officer must publish notice of the poll stating—
(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll, and

(b) the question to be asked in the referendum.
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(2) The notice of the poll must be published no later than the sixth day before the date of the
referendum.

(3) The relevant returning or counting officer must, not later than the time of the publication of
the notice of the poll, also give public notice of—

(a) the situation of each polling station; and
(b) the description of persons entitled to vote there.
(4) The notice published under paragraph (3) must—

(a) state that the poll at the referendum is to be taken together with the poll at a relevant
election or referendum;

(b) specify the parliamentary constituency,(121) local counting area, Assembly constituency,
voting area or, as the case may be, the relevant local authority and, in the case of an election
to fill a casual vacancy, the electoral area for which the relevant election is held; and

(c) where any of the polls are to be taken together in part of the electoral area only, specify
that part.

Postal ballot papers

13.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must, in accordance with regulations made
under the 1983 Act,(122) issue to those entitled to vote by post a ballot paper and a postal voting
statement in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to like effect, together with such
envelopes for their return as may be prescribed by such regulations.

(2) The relevant returning or counting officer must also issue to those entitled to vote by post
such information as he thinks appropriate about how to obtain—

(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to or guidance for voters
and proxies sent with the ballot paper;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The postal voting statement must include provision for the form to be signed and for stating
the date of birth of the voter or proxy.

(4) In the case of a ballot paper issued to a person at an address in the United Kingdom, the
relevant returning or counting officer must ensure that the return of the ballot paper and postal voting
statement is free of charge to the voter or proxy.

(5) Inparagraphs (1), (2) and (4) for “relevant returning or counting officer” substitute “counting
officer” where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the referendum are not
taken together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections or referendums.

Provision of polling stations

14.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide a sufficient number of polling
stations and, subject to the following provisions of this rule, must allot the voters to the polling
stations in such manner as he thinks most convenient.

(121)For the meaning of “parliamentary constituency”, see section 1 of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (c.56).
(122)See the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended by S.I. 2002/1871,
2006/752 and S.I. 2006/2910.
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(2) The polling stations are the polling places or polling stations (as the case may be) designated
for the purposes of the election or referendum for which the relevant returning or counting officer
discharges functions which are not combined functions.

(3) Inparagraph (2) “combined functions” means functions under regulation 5 of the Combination
of Polls Regulations or regulation 13(2).

(4) One or more polling stations may be provided in the same room.

(5) The polling station allotted to voters from any parliamentary polling district wholly or partly
within the voting area must, in the absence of special circumstances, be in the parliamentary polling
place for that district.

(6) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide each polling station with such number
of compartments as may be necessary in which the voters and proxies can mark their votes screened
from observation.

Appointment of presiding officers and clerks

15.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must appoint and pay a presiding officer to
attend at each polling station and such clerks as may be necessary for the purposes of the referendum.

(2) The relevant returning or counting officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at a polling station
and the provisions of these Rules relating to a presiding officer shall apply to a relevant returning
or counting officer so presiding with the necessary modifications as to things to be done by the
relevant returning or counting officer to the presiding officer or by the presiding officer to the relevant
returning or counting officer.

(3) A presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him, any act (including the asking
of questions) which he is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a polling station except order
the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from the polling station.

Issue of official poll cards

16.—(1) The counting officer must as soon as practicable after the publication of the notice of
referendum send to each voter and proxy an official poll card.

(2) The official poll card must be sent or delivered—
(a) in the case of a voter, to his qualifying address, and
(b) in the case of a proxy, to his address as shown in the list of proxies.

(3) The official poll card must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to the like
effect, and must set out—

(a) the name of the council and of the voting area;

(b) the name of the voter, his qualifying address and number on the register;

(c) the date and hours of the poll and the situation of the voter’s polling station;
(d) such other information as the counting officer thinks appropriate,

and different information may be provided in pursuance of sub-paragraph (d) to different voters or
to different descriptions of voter.

(4) In the case of a voter with an anonymous entry, instead of containing the matter mentioned
in paragraph (3)(b), the poll card must contain such matter as is specified in the appropriate form
in the Appendix.

(5) In this rule references to a voter—

(a) mean a person who is registered in the register of local government electors for the voting
area in question on the last day for the publication of notice of the referendum; and
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(b) include a person then shown in the register as below voting age if (but only if) it appears
from the register that he will be of voting age on the day fixed for the poll.

(6) If the counting officer and the returning or counting officer (as the case may be) for each
relevant election or referendum think fit, an official poll card issued under this rule may be combined
with the official poll card issued at every relevant election or referendum.

Equipment of polling stations

17.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide each presiding officer with such
number of ballot boxes and ballot papers as in the former officer’s opinion may be necessary.

(2) The same ballot box may be used for the poll at the referendum and the poll at every relevant
election or referendum, if the relevant returning or counting officer thinks fit.

(3) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot papers can be put in it, but cannot
be withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked or, where the box has no lock, the seal being
broken.

(4) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide each polling station with—
(a) materials to enable voters and proxies to mark the ballot papers;
(b) copies of the register of electors for the voting area or such part of it as contains the names
of the voters allotted to the station;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the referendum corresponding to the register of
electors for the voting area or the part of it provided under sub-paragraph (b);

(d) alist consisting of that part of the list prepared under rule 8 which contains the numbers
(but not the other unique identifying marks) corresponding to those on the ballot papers
provided to the presiding officer of the polling station.

(5) The reference in paragraph (4)(b) to the copies of the register of electors includes a reference
to copies of any notices issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act(123) in respect of
alterations to the register.

(6) The relevant returning or counting officer must also provide each polling station with—

(a) at least one large version of each ballot paper which must be printed on the same colour
paper as the corresponding ballot paper and displayed inside the polling station for the
assistance of voters and proxies who are partially sighted; and

(b) adevice of such description as is set out in paragraph (11) for enabling voters and proxies
who are blind or partially sighted to vote without any need for assistance from the presiding
officer or any companion (within the meaning of rule 30(1)).

(7) Where notwithstanding paragraph (2) separate ballot boxes are to be used, each ballot box
must be clearly marked with—

(a) theelection or referendum to which it relates, as shown on the ballot papers for that election
or referendum; and

(b) the words “Place the [specify colour of ballot papers in question] ballot papers in here”.

(8) A notice in the form in the Appendix, giving directions for the guidance of voters and proxies
in voting, must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside and outside every polling
station.

(123)Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(9) The relevant returning or counting officer may also provide copies of the notice mentioned in
paragraph (8) in Braille or translated into languages other than English as he considers appropriate,
provided that these notices are accurate reproductions in Braille or that other language of that notice.

(10) In every compartment of every polling station there must be exhibited the following notice—
*PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([Specify colour] ballot paper)
vote for ONE candidate only
*EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([specify colour] ballot paper)
vote for ONE party or individual candidate only
*[specify name of council ... ... ] COUNCIL ELECTION
([specify colour] ballot paper)
*vote for no more than ... ... Candidates
*vote for ONE candidate only
*ELECTION OF THE MAYOR OF LONDON
([specify colour] ballot paper)

#[On the ballot paper for the election of the Mayor, vote ONCE for your first choice and ONCE
for your second choice]

*ELECTION OF THE LONDON ASSEMBLY
[On the constituency members ballot paper [specify colour] vote for ONE candidate only]

#[On the London members ballot paper [specify colour] vote for ONE party or individual candidate
only]

*[specify name of council ... ... ] REFERENDUM

([specify colour] ballot paper)

Mark a cross (X) in the box on the right hand side of the answer of your choice.
Vote ONCE only.

*[specify other] ELECTION/REFERENDUM

([specify colour] ballot paper)

#[vote for one candidate/answer only] [vote ONCE for your first choice and ONCE for your second
choice]

PUT NO OTHER MARK ON THE BALLOT PAPERS, OR YOUR VOTE MAY NOT BE
COUNTED

*Complete or omit as necessary.

#This wording should be used where the Greater London Returning Officer (within the meaning
of the Greater London Authority Act 1999(124)) has not supplied wording pursuant to the Greater
London Authority Elections (No.2) Rules 2000.(125)

(11) The device referred to in paragraph (6)(b) must—

(a) allow a ballot paper to be inserted into and removed from, or attached to and detached
from, the device easily and without damage to the paper;

(b) hold the ballot paper firmly in place during use; and

(124)1999 ¢. 29.
(125)S.1. 2000/427
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(c) provide suitable means for the voter or proxy to—
(1) identify the spaces on the ballot paper on which he may mark his vote;

(i1) identify the registered party or individual candidate or answer to which each such
space refers; and

(ii1) mark his vote on the space he has chosen.

Appointment of counting observers

18.—(1) The counting officer must appoint persons to observe the counting of the votes and the
verification of the ballot paper account (“counting observers”).

(2) Where the counting officer is not the relevant returning or counting officer, he must give
notice in writing of the appointments of counting observers to that officer as soon as is practicable
following the appointment.

(3) For the purpose of assisting the counting officer in the discharge of his functions under
paragraph (1), a petition organiser may nominate persons who in the opinion of the petition organiser
are suitable for appointment as counting observers.

(4) A nomination under paragraph (3) must be made by notice in writing to the counting officer
not later than the fifth day before the poll (disregarding any day which is to be disregarded by virtue
of rule 4) and the notice must contain the address of each nominee.

(5) Subject to paragraph (6), the counting officer must not, without good cause, decline to appoint
as a counting observer a person nominated by a petition organiser under paragraph (3).

(6) The counting officer may limit the number of counting observers, so however that—
(a) the number must be the same in the case of each petition organiser, and

(b) the number allowed to a petition organiser must not (except in special circumstances) be
fewer than the number obtained by dividing the number of clerks employed on the counting
by the number of petition organisers.

For the purposes of the calculations required by this paragraph, a counting observer who has been
appointed on the nomination of more than one petition organiser is a separate counting observer for
each of the petition organisers by whom he has been nominated.

(7) Where a counting observer appointed on the nomination of a petition organiser dies or
becomes incapable of acting, the petition organiser who made the nomination may nominate another
person to be appointed as a counting observer in his place by giving notice in writing to the counting
officer.

(8) Paragraphs (4) and (5) apply to a nomination under paragraph (7), with the substitution in
paragraph (4) for “fifth day” of “final day”.

(9) In the following provisions of these Rules references to counting observers shall be taken as
references to counting observers whose appointments have been duly made.

(10) Any notice required to be given by the counting officer to a counting observer appointed
on the nomination of a petition organiser may be delivered at, or sent by post to, the address stated
in the notice of nomination.

(11) A petition organiser may himself do any act or thing which any counting observer is
authorised to do, or may assist any counting observer appointed on his nomination in doing any
such act or thing.

(12) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence
of the counting observers, the non-attendance of any such person at the time and place appointed for
the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or thing done.
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Appointment of polling observers

19.—(1) The counting officer may appoint persons to attend at polling stations for the purpose
of detecting personation (“polling observers”).

(2) Where the counting officer is not the relevant returning or counting officer, he must give
notice in writing of the appointment to the relevant returning or counting officer.

(3) That notice must state the names and addresses of the persons appointed and must be given
not later than the fifth day (disregarding any day specified in rule 4) before the day of the poll.

(4) Not more than four polling observers or polling agents, or such greater number as the relevant
returning or counting officer may by notice allow, shall be permitted to attend at any particular
polling station and if the number of such polling observers or agents exceeds that number, the
relevant returning or counting officer must determine which polling observers or agents are permitted
to attend by lot and only the polling observers and agents on whom the lot falls shall be deemed to
have been duly appointed.

(5) In the following provisions of these Rules references to polling observers shall be taken as
references to polling observers—

(a) whose appointments have been duly made, and
(b) where the number of such observers is restricted, who are within the permitted numbers.

(6) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence of
the polling observers, the non-attendance of any such person at the time and place appointed for the
purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or thing done.

Notification of requirement of secrecy in respect of polling stations

20. The relevant returning or counting officer must make such arrangements as he thinks fit to
ensure that every person attending at a polling station (otherwise than for the purpose of voting or
assisting a voter or proxy with disabilities to vote or as a constable on duty there) has been given
a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (6) of section 66 of the 1983 Act, as
applied by Schedule 4.(126)

Notification of requirement of secrecy in respect of the count

21. The counting officer must make such arrangements as he thinks fit to ensure that every person
attending at the counting of the votes (other than any constable on duty at the counting) has been
given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (2) and (6) of section 66 of the 1983 Act,
as applied by Schedule 4.

Return of postal ballot papers
22.—(1) Where—

(a) apostal vote has been returned in respect of a person who is entered on the postal voters
list, or

(b) a proxy postal vote has been returned in respect of a proxy who is entered on the proxy
postal voters list,

the relevant returning or counting officer must mark the list in the manner prescribed by regulations
made under the 1983 Act.(127)

(126) Subsections (1), (2) and (3) of section 66 of the 1983 Act were amended by paragraphs 69, 82, 86(b) and 96 of Schedule 1 to
the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22); subsection (6) was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50).
(127)See regulation 84A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended
by S.1. 2006/2910.
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(2) In paragraph (1) for “relevant returning or counting officer” substitute “counting officer”
where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the referendum are not taken
together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections or referendums.

(3) Rule 38(5) does not apply for the purpose of determining whether, for the purposes of this
rule, a postal vote or a proxy postal vote is returned.

PART 5
The Poll

Admission to the polling station

23.—(1) The presiding officer must exclude all persons from the polling station except—
(a) voters and proxies;
(b) persons under the age of 18 who accompany voters and proxies to the polling station;
(c) the polling observers appointed to attend at the polling station;
(d) the clerks appointed to attend at the polling station;

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(128);

(f) the constables on duty;

(g) the companions of voters and proxies with disabilities;

(h) the elected mayor, if any, of the council in respect of which the referendum is held;
(i) any petition organiser; and

(j) persons entitled to be admitted to the polling station at a relevant election or referendum
with which the poll at the referendum is combined.

(2) The presiding officer must regulate the total number of voters and proxies and persons under
the age of 18 who accompany them to be admitted to the polling station at the same time.

(3) A constable or person employed by any returning or counting officer at any relevant election or
referendum must not be admitted to vote in person elsewhere than at his own polling station allotted
to him under these Rules, except on production and surrender of a certificate as to his employment
which must be in the form in the Appendix, or a form to the like effect, and signed by an officer of
police of or above the rank of inspector or by the returning or counting officer by whom the person
is employed, as the case may be.

(4) Any certificate surrendered under this rule must forthwith be cancelled.

Keeping of order in station

24.—(1) It is the presiding officer’s duty to keep order at his polling station.

(2) If a person misconducts himself in a polling station, or fails to obey the presiding officer’s
lawful orders, he may immediately, by the presiding officer’s order, be removed from the polling
station—

(a) by a constable in or near that station, or

(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the relevant returning or counting officer to
remove him,

(128)Sections 6A to 6F of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by section 29 of the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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and the person so removed shall not, without the presiding officer’s permission, again enter the
polling station during the day.

(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the polling station of an
offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this rule must not be exercised so as to prevent a voter or proxy who
is otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

Sealing of ballot boxes

25. Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer must show the ballot
box empty to such persons, if any, as are present in the polling station, so that they may see that it is
empty, and must then lock it up, if it has a lock and (in any case) place his seal on it in such a manner
as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal and must place it in his view for the receipt
of ballot papers, and keep it so locked and sealed or sealed (as the case may be).

Questions to be put to voters and proxies

26.—(1) At the time of the application for a ballot paper (but not afterwards), the questions
specified in the second column of the following Table—

(a) may be put by the presiding officer to a person applying for a ballot paper who is mentioned
in the first column, and

(b) must be put if the letter “R” appears after the question and a petition organiser or a polling
observer requires the question to be put:

0. No. Person applying for ballot Question
paper

1 A person applying as a voter  (a) —Are you the person registered in the
register of local government electors for this
voting area as follows?
read the whole entry from the register [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere

at this referendum, otherwise than as proxy
for some other person? [R]

2 A person applying as proxy (a) —Are you the person whose name appears
as A.B. in the list of proxies for this voting
area as entitled to vote as proxy on behalf of
C.D.? [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this referendum as proxy on behalf of
C.D.? [R]

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild of C.D.? [R]

3 A person applying as proxy (a) —Are you the person entitled to vote as
for a voter with an anonymous proxy on behalf of the voter whose number
entry (instead of the questions on the register of electors is (read out the
at entry 2) number)? [R]
(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
as proxy on behalf of the voter whose
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0. No. Person applying for ballot Question
paper

number on the register of electors is (read
out the number)? [R]

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner,
parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child
or grandchild of the person whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

4 A person applying as proxy Have youalready voted at this referendum on behalf
if the question at entry 2(c) oftwo persons of whom you are not the spouse, civil
or 3(c) is not answered in the partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or

affirmative grandchild? [R]
5 A person applying as a voter (a) —Did you apply to vote by post?
in relation to whom there is an (b) —Why have you not voted by post?

entry in the postal voters list

6 A person applying as proxy (a) —Did you apply to vote by post as proxy?
who is named in the proxy (b) —Why have you not voted by post as proxy?
postal voters list

(2) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B) or
(3D) of the 1983 Act, the references in the questions at entries 1(a) and 3(a), (b) and (c) to reading
from the register shall be taken as references to reading from the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act.

(3) A ballot paper must not be delivered to any person required to answer any of the above
questions unless he has answered each question satisfactorily.

(4) Except as authorised by this rule, no inquiry shall be permitted as to the right of any person
to vote.

Challenge of voter or proxy

27. A person must not be prevented from voting by reason only that—

(a) any petition organiser or polling observer permitted to be present in accordance with rule
23(1) declares that he has reasonable cause to believe that the person has committed an
offence of personation, or

(b) the person is arrested on the grounds that he is suspected of committing or of being about
to commit such an offence.

Voting procedure
28.—(1) A ballot paper must be delivered to a voter or proxy who applies for one, and
immediately before delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the voter as stated in the copy of
the register of electors must be called out;

(b) the number of the voter as stated in the register must be marked on the list mentioned in
rule 17(4)(d) beside the number of the ballot paper to be issued to him;

(c) a mark must be placed in the copy of the register of electors against the number of the
voter to note that a ballot paper has been received but without showing the particular ballot
paper which has been received; and
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(d) in the case of a person applying for a ballot paper as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against his name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of a voter who has an anonymous entry, he must show the presiding officer his
official poll card and only his number shall be called out in pursuance of paragraph (1)(a).

(3) In the case of a voter or proxy who is added to the register in pursuance of a notice issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act,(129) paragraph (1) is modified as follows—

(a) in sub-paragraph (a), for “copy of the register of electors” substitute “copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;

(b) in sub-paragraph (b), for “in the register” substitute “on the copy of the notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;

(c) in sub-paragraph (c), for “in the copy of the register of electors” substitute “on the copy
of the notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The voter or proxy, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith proceed into one of the
compartments in the polling station and there secretly mark his paper and fold it up so as to conceal
his vote, and must then show to the presiding officer the back of the paper, so as to disclose the
number and other unique identifying mark, and put the ballot paper so folded up into the ballot box
in the presiding officer’s presence.

(5) The voter or proxy must vote without undue delay, and must leave the polling station as soon
as he has put his ballot paper into the ballot box.

(6) The same copy of the register of electors which is used under paragraph (1) for the referendum
or, where paragraph (3) applies, the same copy of the notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act, may be used for each relevant election or referendum, and—

(a) one mark may be placed in that copy of the register or on that notice under paragraph (1)
(c) or in the list of proxies under paragraph (1)(d) to denote that a ballot paper has been
issued in respect of each election or referendum; but

(b) where a ballot paper has not been issued in respect of a relevant election or referendum,
a different mark must be placed in the copy of that register or, as the case may be, on that
notice or in that list so as to identify each election or referendum in respect of which a
ballot paper was issued.

Votes marked by presiding officer
29.—(1) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter or proxy—

(a) who is incapacitated by blindness or other disability from voting in the manner directed
by these Rules, or

(b) who declares orally that he is unable to read,

must, in the presence of the polling observers (if any), cause that person’s vote to be marked on a
ballot paper in the manner directed by that person, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.

(2) The name and number on the register of electors of every person whose vote is marked in
pursuance of this rule, and the reason why it is so marked, must be entered on a list (in these Rules
called “the list of votes marked by the presiding officer”).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be entered together with the proxy’s
name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(129)Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(3) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (2) applies as if for “on the register of electors of every person”
there were substituted “relating to every person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The same list may be used for the referendum and each relevant election or referendum and,
where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the ballot papers were so marked in
respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum at which
the ballot paper was so marked.

Voting by persons with disabilities

30.—(1) Ifa voter or proxy makes an application to the presiding officer to be allowed, on the
ground of—

(a) blindness or other disability, or
(b) inability to read,

to vote with the assistance of another person by whom he is accompanied (in these Rules referred
to as “the companion”), the presiding officer must require the voter or proxy to declare, orally or
in writing, whether he is so incapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his inability to
read, as to be unable to vote without assistance.

(2) If the presiding officer—
(a) is satisfied that the voter or proxy is so incapacitated, and

(b) is also satisfied by a written declaration made by the companion (in these Rules referred
to as “the declaration made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities”) that
the companion—

(i) is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule; and

(i1) has not previously assisted more than one voter or proxy with disabilities to vote at
the referendum,

the presiding officer must grant the application, and then anything which is by these Rules required
to be done to or by that voter or proxy in connection with the giving of his vote may be done to, or
with the assistance of, the companion.

(3) For the purposes of these Rules, a person is a voter or proxy with disabilities if he has made
such a declaration as is mentioned in paragraph (1), and a person shall be qualified to assist a voter
or proxy with disabilities to vote if that person—

(a) is a person who is entitled to vote on his own behalf at the referendum; or

(b) is the father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, son or daughter of the voter or
proxy and has attained the age of 18 years.

(4) The name and number in the register of electors of every person whose vote is given in
accordance with this rule and the name and address of the companion must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as “the list of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by companions™).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be entered together with the proxy’s
name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (4) applies as if for “in the register of electors of every person”
there were substituted “relating to every person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(6) The same list may be used for the referendum and each relevant election or referendum and,
where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the votes were so given in respect
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of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum at which the vote
was so given.

(7) The declaration made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities—
(a) must be in the form in the Appendix,

(b) must be made before the presiding officer at the time when the voter or proxy applies to
vote with the assistance of a companion, and

(c) must forthwith be given to the presiding officer who must attest and retain it.

(8) No fee or other payment shall be charged in respect of the declaration.

Tendered ballot papers: circumstances where available

31.—(1) If a person, representing himself to be—
(a) a particular voter named on the register and not named in the absent voters list, or

(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for a voter and not entitled to
vote by post as proxy,

applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in person either as the voter or his proxy, the
applicant shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the poll, be
entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 32, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred to as “a
tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(2) Paragraph (4) applies if—

(a) aperson applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular voter named on
the register,

(b) he is also named in the postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post.
(3) Paragraph (4) also applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular person named
as a proxy in the list of proxies,

(b) he is also named in the proxy postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post as proxy.

(4) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 32, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(5) Paragraph (6) applies if, before the close of the poll but after the last time at which a person
may apply for a replacement postal ballot paper, a person represents himself to be—

(a) aparticular voter named on the register who is also named in the postal voters list, or

(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies and who is also named in the
proxy postal voters list,

and claims that he has lost or has not received his postal ballot paper.

(6) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 32, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

Tendered ballot papers: general provisions

32.—(1) A tendered ballot paper must—
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(a) be of a colour differing from that of the other ballot papers;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by
him with the name of the person who has marked a tendered ballot paper and his number
in the register of electors, and set aside in a separate packet.

(2) The name of the person who has marked a tendered ballot paper and his number in the register
of electors must be entered on a list (in these Rules referred to as the “tendered votes list”™).

(3) The same list may be used for the referendum and each relevant election or referendum and,
where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that tendered ballot papers were
marked in respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum
at which a tendered ballot paper was marked.

(4) In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be endorsed or entered
together with the proxy’s name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(5) In the case of a voter who has an anonymous entry, this rule and rule 31 apply subject to the
following modifications—

(a) in paragraphs (1)(b) and (2) above, the references to the name of the person who has
marked a tendered ballot paper shall be ignored;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named on a register or list shall be construed as a
reference to a person whose number appears on the register or list (as the case may be).

(6) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, this rule and rule 31 shall apply as if—

(a) in rule 31(1)(a), (2)(a) and (5)(a), for “named on the register” there were substituted “in
respect of whom a notice under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act has been issued”;

(b) in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”;

(c) in paragraph (2) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”.

Spoilt ballot papers

33. A voter or proxy who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in such manner that it
cannot be conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering it to the presiding officer and
proving to his satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another ballot paper in the place of the
ballot paper so delivered (in these Rules referred to as “a spoilt ballot paper”), and the spoilt ballot
paper must be immediately cancelled.

Correction of errors on day of poll

34.—(1) The presiding officer must keep a list of persons to whom ballot papers are delivered in
consequence of an alteration to the register made by virtue of section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983
Act which takes effect on the day of the poll.

(2) The same list may be used for each relevant election or referendum and, where it is so used,
an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that ballot papers were issued in respect of each election or
referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum for which a ballot paper was issued.
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Adjournment of poll in case of riot

35.—(1) Where the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by riot or
open violence, the presiding officer must adjourn the proceedings till the following day and must
forthwith give notice to the relevant returning or counting officer.

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling station—

(a) the hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourned must be the same as for the original
day; and

(b) references in these Rules to the close of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

Procedure on close of poll

36.—(1) As soon as practicable after the close of the poll, the presiding officer must, in the
presence of the polling observers appointed for the purposes of the referendum and the polling
agents or observers appointed for the purposes of each relevant election or referendum, make up
into separate packets, sealed with his own seal and the seals of such polling observers and agents
as desire to affix their seals—

(a) each ballot box in use at the station, sealed so as to prevent the introduction of additional
ballot papers and unopened, but with the key, if any, attached,

(b) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together,
(c) the tendered ballot papers,

(d) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the list of proxies,

(e) the lists prepared under rule 8 including the parts which were completed in accordance
with rule 28(1)(b) (together referred to in these Rules as “the completed corresponding
number lists”),

(f) the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

(g) the tendered votes list, the list of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by
companions, the list of votes marked by the presiding officer, a statement of the number
of voters and proxies whose votes are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads
“disability”” and “unable to read”, the list maintained under rule 34 (correction of errors
on day of poll) and the declarations made by the companions of voters and proxies with
disabilities,

and must deliver the packets or cause them to be delivered to the relevant returning or counting
officer to be taken charge of by him; but if the packets are not delivered by the presiding officer
personally to the relevant returning or counting officer, the arrangements for their delivery shall
require that officer’s approval.

(2) The contents of the packets referred to in sub-paragraphs (b), (¢) and (f) of paragraph (1) must
not be combined with the contents of the packets made under the corresponding rule that applies
at any relevant election or referendum; nor shall the statement prepared under paragraph (4) be so
combined.

(3) The marked copies of the register of electors and of the list of proxies must be in one packet
but must not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates
as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(4) The packets must be accompanied by a statement (in these Rules referred to as “the ballot
paper account”) made by the presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him,
and accounting for them under the heads of ballot papers issued and not otherwise accounted for,
unused, spoilt and tendered ballot papers.
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PART 6
Counting of Votes

Attendance at counting of votes

37.—(1) Where the counting officer at the referendum is the relevant returning or counting
officer, he must—

(a) make arrangements for—

(i) discharging the functions under rule 38(1) in the presence of the counting observers
appointed for the purposes of the referendum and the election agents and counting
agents or observers appointed for the purpose of each relevant election or referendum
as soon as practicable after the close of the poll, and

(i1) thereafter counting the votes at the referendum in the presence of the counting
observers appointed for the purpose of that referendum; and

(b) give to the counting observers appointed for the purposes of the referendum and the
election agents and counting agents or observers appointed for the purpose of each relevant
election or referendum notice in writing of the time and place at which he will begin to
discharge the functions under rule 38(1).

(2) Where the counting officer at the referendum is not the relevant returning or counting officer,
he must—

(a) make arrangements for counting the votes in the presence of the counting observers as
soon as practicable after the delivery of the ballot papers to him by the relevant returning
or counting officer; and

(b) give to the counting observers notice in writing of the time after which he will begin to
count the votes if by then he has received the ballot papers and of the place at which that
count will take place.

(3) No person other than—
(a) the counting officer and his clerks,
(b) the counting observers,
(c) the elected mayor, if any, of the council in respect of which the referendum is held,
(d) the petition organisers, and

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000,

may be present at the counting of the votes, unless permitted by the counting officer to attend.

(4) No person other than a person entitled to be present at the counting of the votes at the
referendum under paragraphs (4) to (13) of rule 38 or at a relevant election or referendum may be
present at the proceedings under rule 38(1) unless permitted by the relevant returning or counting
officer to attend.

(5) A person not entitled to attend at—
(a) the proceedings under rule 38(1), or
(b) the counting of the votes,

must not be permitted to do so by, respectively, the relevant returning or counting officer or the
counting officer unless he is satisfied that the efficient separation of the ballot papers or, as the case
may be, the efficient counting of the votes will not be impeded.

(6) The—
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(a) relevant returning or counting officer, in respect of proceedings under rule 38(1), and
(b) counting officer, in respect of the counting of votes,

must give the counting observers all such reasonable facilities for overseeing the proceedings, and
all such information with respect to them, as he can give them consistently with the orderly conduct
of the proceedings and the discharge of his duties in connection with them.

(7) Inparticular, where the votes are counted by sorting the ballot papers according to the answer
for which the vote is given and then counting the number of ballot papers for each answer, the
counting observers shall be entitled to satisfy themselves that the ballot papers are correctly sorted.

The count

38.—(1) Where the counting officer at the referendum is the relevant returning or counting
officer, he must—

(a) in the presence of the counting observers appointed for the purposes of the poll at the
referendum and the election agents and counting agents or observers appointed for the
purposes of the poll at each relevant election or referendum open each ballot box and
record separately the number of ballot papers used in each election;

(b) in the presence of the counting observers appointed for the purposes of the poll at the
referendum and the election agents and counting agents or observers appointed for the
purposes of each relevant election or referendum verify each ballot paper account;

(c) count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record separately the
number counted at the referendum and each relevant election or referendum;

(d) separate the ballot papers relating to the referendum from the ballot papers relating to each
relevant election or referendum;

(e) make up into packets the ballot papers for each relevant election or referendum and seal
them up in separate containers endorsing on each a description of the area to which the
ballot papers relate;

(f) deliver or cause to be delivered to the returning or counting officer for the relevant election
or referendum to which the ballot papers relate—

(i) those containers, together with a list of them and of the contents of each; and

(i1) the ballot paper accounts together with a copy of the statement as to the result of
their verification in respect of that election; and

(g) at the same time deliver or cause to be delivered to that officer packets that so relate
containing—
(1) the unused and spoilt ballot papers,
(i1) the tendered ballot papers, and
(ii1) the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(2) Where separate ballot boxes are used, no vote for any candidate or answer shall be rendered
invalid by the ballot paper being placed in the ballot box intended for use at any relevant election
or referendum.

(3) After completion of the proceedings under paragraph (1), the counting officer must mix
together all of the ballot papers used at the referendum and count the votes given on them.

(4) Where the counting officer at the referendum is not the relevant returning or counting officer,
he must—

(a) on receipt of containers from the relevant returning or counting officer, and after the time
specified in the notice given under rule 37(2)(b), in the presence of the counting observers
open each container;
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(b) where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers are not taken together
with such proceedings at a relevant election or referendum under regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001,(130) or under that
regulation as applied by these Regulations or by regulations made under sections 44 and
105 of the Local Government Act 2000, count such of the postal ballot papers as have
been duly returned and record the number counted; and

(c) mix together the postal ballot papers and the ballot papers from all of the containers and
count the votes given on them,

and paragraph (11) shall not apply to these proceedings.
(5) A postal ballot paper must not be taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) it is returned in the manner set out in paragraph (6) and reaches the relevant returning
or counting officer or any polling station in the appropriate electoral area (as defined in
paragraph (7)) before the close of the poll;

(b) the postal voting statement, duly signed, is also returned in the manner set out in
paragraph (6) and reaches him or such a polling station before that time;

(c) the postal voting statement also states the date of birth of the voter or proxy; and

(d) in a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of a voter or proxy have
been prescribed by regulations made under the 1983 Act,(131) the relevant returning or
counting officer (having taken such steps) verifies that date of birth and that signature.

(6) The manner in which any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may be returned—
(a) to the relevant returning or counting officer, is by hand or by post;
(b) to a polling station, is by hand.

(7) The appropriate electoral area in respect of any voter or proxy shall be—

(a) the area which is common to the parliamentary constituency,(132) electoral area, local
counting area, local authority area or voting area (as the case may be) in which the polls
at the referendum and any relevant election or referendum are being taken together; and

(b) in respect of which polls the voter or proxy has been issued with a postal ballot paper.

(8) In paragraphs (5)(a) and (d) and (6)(a) for “relevant returning or counting officer” substitute
“counting officer” where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the
referendum are not taken together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections or
referendums.

(9) The counting officer must not count any tendered ballot papers.
(10) The—

(a) relevant returning or counting officer, in respect of the proceedings under paragraph (1),
and

(b) the counting officer, while counting the votes,

must keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards and take all proper precautions for preventing
any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks printed on the back of the
papers.

(11) The relevant returning or counting officer must verify each ballot paper account by
comparing it with the number of ballot papers recorded by him, and the unused and spoilt ballot
papers in his possession and the tendered votes list (opening and resealing the packets containing

(130)S.1. 2001/341.
(131)See regulations 85 and 85A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/341), which
were inserted by S.I1. 2006/2910.
(132)For the meaning of “parliamentary constituency”, see section 1 of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (c.56).
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the unused and spoilt ballot papers and the tendered votes list) and must draw up a statement as to
the result of the verification, which any counting observer may copy.

(12) The—

(a) relevant returning or counting officer, in respect of the proceedings under paragraph (1),
and

(b) counting officer, in respect of the counting of the votes,

must so far as practicable proceed continuously, allowing only time for refreshment, except that they
may exclude the hours between 7 in the evening and 9 on the following morning.

(13) During the time so excluded the relevant returning or counting officer or counting officer
(as the case may be) must—

(a) place the ballot papers and other documents relating to the referendum under his own seal
and the seals of such of the counting observers as desire to affix their seals; and

(b) otherwise take proper precautions for the security of the papers and documents.

Re-count

39.—(1) A petition organiser, if present when the counting or any re-count of the votes is
completed, may require the counting officer to have the votes re-counted or again re-counted but the
counting officer may refuse to do so if in his opinion the request is unreasonable.

(2) No step shall be taken on the completion of the counting or any re-count of votes until such
petition organisers as are present at its completion have been given a reasonable opportunity to
exercise the right conferred by this rule.

Rejected ballot papers
40.—(1) Any ballot paper—
(a) which does not bear the official mark, or
(b) on which votes are given for more than one answer, or

(c) on which anything is written or marked by which the voter or proxy can be identified
except the printed number on the back and other unique identifying mark, or

(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty,
shall, subject to paragraph (2), be void and not counted.
(2) A ballot paper on which the vote is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place, or
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross, or

(c) by more than one mark,

shall not for such reason be deemed to be void if an intention that the vote shall be for one or the
other of the answers clearly appears, and the way the paper is marked does not itself identify the
voter or proxy and it is not shown that he can be identified by it.

(3) The counting officer must endorse the word “rejected” on any ballot paper which under this
rule is not to be counted, and must add to the endorsement the words “rejection objected to” if any
objection is made by a counting observer to his decision.

(4) The counting officer must draw up a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected
under the several heads of—

(a) want of official mark;

(b) voting for more than one answer;
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(c) writing or mark by which the voter or proxy could be identified;

(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty.

Decisions on ballot papers

41. The decision of the counting officer on any question arising in respect of a ballot paper shall
be final, but shall be subject to review on a referendum petition.

Equality of votes

42. Where, after the counting of the votes (including any re-count) is completed, an equality of
votes is found to exist between the answers the counting officer must forthwith decide the referendum
by lot.

PART 7

Final Proceedings and Miscellaneous

Declaration of result

43. When the result of the poll has been ascertained, the counting officer must forthwith—
(a) declare the result of the referendum,

(b) inform the proper officer of the authority by or in respect of which the referendum was
held of the result of the referendum,

(c) give public notice of—
(i) the result of the referendum,
(i1) the number of ballot papers counted,
(ii1) the total number of votes cast for each answer, and

(iv) the number of rejected ballot papers under each head shown in the statement of
rejected ballot papers.

Sealing up of ballot papers

44.—(1) On the completion of the counting at a referendum, the counting officer must seal up
in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers.

(2) The counting officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered ballot papers, or
(b) certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(3) The relevant returning or counting officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) the completed corresponding number lists, or

(b) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.

Delivery of documents to relevant registration officer

45.—(1) Where the counting officer is the relevant returning or counting officer, he must then
forward to the relevant registration officer the following documents—

(a) the packets of ballot papers in his possession,
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(b) the ballot paper accounts and the statements of rejected ballot papers and of the result of
the verification of the ballot paper accounts,

(c) the tendered votes lists, the lists of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by
companions, the lists of votes marked by the presiding officer and the related statements,
the lists maintained under rule 34, and the declarations made by the companions of voters
and proxies with disabilities,

(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists,
(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll, and

(f) the packets containing marked copies of registers (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal voters list, of the
lists of proxies and of the proxy postal voters list,

endorsing on each packet a description of its contents, the date of the referendum to which they relate
and the name of the local authority by which or in respect of which the referendum was held.

(2) Where the counting officer at the referendum is not the relevant returning or counting officer,
paragraph (1) has effect as if sub-paragraphs (c), (d) and (f) were omitted.

(3) In this rule and in rules 46 and 47 references to the relevant registration officer are to—

(a) the registration officer of the local authority by or in respect of which the referendum is
held;

(b) if the electoral area of the relevant election or referendum comprises any part of the area
of more than one local authority, the registration officer of the local authority in whose
area the greater or greatest (as the case may be) number of electors is registered;

and for these purposes “local authority” does not include the Greater London Authority.

Orders for production of documents
46.—(1) An order—

(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected ballot papers in the custody of the relevant
registration officer, or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any
counted ballot papers in his custody,

may be made by a county court, if the court is satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required
for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of a referendum petition.

(2) An order for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any counted
ballot papers in the custody of the relevant registration officer may be made by an election court.

(3) An order under this rule may be made subject to such conditions as to—
(a) persons,
(b) time,
(c) place and mode of inspection,
(d) production or opening,
as the court making the order may think expedient.

(4) In making and carrying into effect an order for the opening of a packet of the completed
corresponding number lists or certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for

99



Document Generated: 2018-08-03
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

the inspection of counted ballot papers, care must be taken that the way in which the vote of any
particular person has been given shall not be disclosed until it has been proved—

(a) that his vote was given; and
(b) that the vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
(5) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of a county court under this rule.

(6) Any power given under this rule to a county court may be exercised by any judge of the court
otherwise than in open court.

(7) Where an order is made for the production by the relevant registration officer of any document
in his possession relating to any specified referendum—

(a) the production by him or his agent of the document ordered in such manner as may
be directed by that order shall be conclusive evidence that the document relates to the
specified referendum; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of ballot papers so produced shall be prima facie evidence
that the ballot papers are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(8) The production from proper custody of—
(a) a ballot paper purporting to have been used at any referendum, and

(b) acompleted corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the number
of the ballot paper,

shall be prima facie evidence that the person whose vote was given by that ballot paper was the
person whose entry in the register of electors or on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act at the time of the referendum contained the same number as the number written as
mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph.

(9) Save as by this rule provided, no person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected or counted
ballot papers in the possession of the relevant registration officer or open any sealed packets of the
completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of
the poll.

Retention of documents

47. The relevant registration officer must retain for one year all documents relating to a
referendum forwarded to him in pursuance of these Rules by the relevant returning or counting
officer and the counting officer and then, unless otherwise directed by an order of a county court,
the Crown Court, a magistrates’ court or an election court, must cause them to be destroyed.

Countermand or abandonment of poll at election on death of candidate

48. Where at a contested election the notice of poll is countermanded, or the polling is abandoned,
due to the death of a candidate, the polling at the referendum shall not be affected.

PART 8
Appendix of Forms

Note:—The forms contained in this Appendix may be adapted so far as circumstances require.
— Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1
Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in paragraph 2 of Schedule 1

Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in paragraph 3 of Schedule 1
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Corresponding Number List M1
Corresponding Number List M2

Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use where there is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot
papers)

Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use when a referendum poll is combined with another
poll but the postal ballot papers are not combined)

Official Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting in person)

Official Postal Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)

Official Proxy Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)
Official Proxy Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)
Form of directions for the guidance of the voters and proxies in voting

Form of Certificate of Employment

Form of declaration to be made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities
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Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in
paragraph 1 of Schedule 1

Front of ballot paper

Are you in fveur of the proposal for [imsert mare of focal anghority] to be run in o new
way, which includes a mayor, who will be elected by the voters of that [insert
“horough™, “city”™, “county™ or “district™. ay appropriate], to be in charge of the
Council’s services and to lead [insers name of local authordy] amd the community which
it serves?

Mlark a cross (X)) m the box on the right hand side of the answer of your choice.
Do mod miark the balled paper in any other way, or your voie may ned be counted
Vote ONCE only

YES

NO

Back of ballot paper

Balloa Paper Numbser
Other Unigue Identifving Mark

Ciouncil referendum on [insert date| [inzert name of voting area) ...
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Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in
paragraph 2 of Schedule 1

Front of ballot paper

Are you in fveur of the proposal for [imsert mare of focal anghority] to be run in o new
way, which includes a mayor, who will be elected by the voters of that [insert
“borough™, “city™, “county™ ar “district™. ay appropriate|, to lead |inserr name of local
avtfarity| and the community which it serves?

Mark a cross (%) m the box on the right hand side of the answer of vour choice.
o mot mark the ballot paper in any other way, or your vote may not be counted

Yote ONCE anly

YES

NO

Back of ballot paper

Ballsa Paper Numbser
Other Unique [dentifving Mark

Council referendum on [insert date] [intert nare of Vofiag area) .......oooeiieieenionn
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Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in
paragraph 3 of Schedule 1

Front of ballot paper

Are you in fveur of the proposal for [imsert mare of focal anghority] to be run in o new
way, which includes a councillor, who will be elected by the conncillors of |iesert name
af local authoriry], to lead the Council and the community which it serves?

Mark a cross (%) m the box on the right hand side of the answer of your choice.
3o mot miark the ballst paper in any other way, or vour vole mav not be counted.

Vote ONCE only

YES

NO

Back of ballot paper

Ballog Paper Numbsar
Other Unigue Identifving Mark

Council referendum on [ingert date] [1nzers name of voting area) .o.ooooiic i cens
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Corresponding Number List — M1
(1o be used when a referendum is combined with another election

or referendum )

Diate af Pall: - S,

&lw NI:' ETEIEETERTANEAEE TR RN ENEANEIRANEE
Baliot Paper Number Unigue Identifying Mark Mumhber on electoral

Hdenrify the mumber issued Tadentific the mrdk for each register
Jfor referendumslection Ballod paper (ter be conrplered only in
rexpect af haliof papers
issmeed fo postal velers and

prowies veting By posr)
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Ceorresponding Number List — M2
(1o be used mn polling stations when referendum
15 combined with another election or referendum)

Volmg Area:
Drate of Poll:

Ehezet Mo.:

Hallot Faper Mum ber
Tdendifi the member isswed for

e ‘election

Kumber on dectoral register

106



Document Generated: 2018-08-03

Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Form of Postal Yoting Statement
{for use where there is a joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers)

Postal Voting Statement

*Mame of person voting by post: Balkd paper Nos
HRelevant returmng v counting afficer fo invert name but aont where Ballof papers sent foa
person with an anosvmeous entey in the registend |other Wentifying marks)

You must provide your [# signature and] date of birth. I you do ni, the postal voting
statement will be invalid and your vobe will not be counted.

I AMTHE PERSON THE BALLOT PAPERS WUMBERED AROVE WERE SENT TO

Dhate af birth | | | | | | | | | | {date of birth af
peraon vating )

#5ignature {signsture of
person voling)
IMPORTANT — Keep
srgnatire within border
HRelevans peturaing oF connting afflcer fo omif where @ person fas been gramtad o waiver)

Voting Framd is a crime. You must not vode using o ballot paper that is not addressed o
you or interfere with another person’s ballot paper.

PLEASE EEADL INSTEUCTIONS TO PERSOM VOTING

Issued by the [isers “Retuming Oilicer” or “Counting Officer” depending on wha
i thne relevant returming or counting officer]
IMSTRUCTIONS TO PERSON VOTING

Com plete the ballit paper voursell amd in private.
I you need help contact the [insert “Hetwrning Officer’s™ or “Counting Officer™s™
depending on who 15 the relevant returning or counfing afficer] stafT as shown below

[cantact details for assistance
include sddress as approprisies)

1 Voumust provibe vour [§ symature amd] date of birth, I youw do nol, this postal veling
stptement will be invalid and your vote(s) will not be countad,

2 [*When you are veding i a local government clection {[invert colour o ballot paper] ballot
paperk, mark a cross (X im the box on the rght hand sule of each ballol paper oppesite the
name of each candidate you are voling for, Vote for no more than |... | camdidates. |

3. [*When veu are voting in a Parliamentary election ([fneent colour of ballor paper] ballot
paper), mark a cross (X} m the box on the mght hand side of the ballot paper opposite the
name of the candidate you are veting for. Vole for ONE candadate only. |

4. [*When you are voling in a Emropean Parlizmentary clection {[irsert color of ballot paper]
balbist paper), mark a cross (X n the bex on the right hand side of the name of the party or
madividual candidate of your chowce. Vole for ONE party or candidaie only. |

& [ When vou are voling in a Greater London Anthority dlection—

(@) [* i the constituency members” slection (| msert colowr of ballar paper] ballo
paper), mark a cross (X)) i the box on the right hand side of the name of the party or
individual candidate of your choice. Vobe for ONE candidate only.]
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(b3 [* in the London members” election ([ insert cofoir af hallof paper] ballot paper),
mark a cross (X) in the box on the right hand side of the name of the party or individual
candiclate of vour choiee. Vobe for ONE party or candidate only. |

(b [* in the London MMayoral election ([insert colowr of ballor paper] ballo paper),
vole ONCE in column one for your FIRST CHOICE and ONCE in columm two for
your SECORD CHOLCE. ]

G [*When you are viding in a [*specify] election ([insert colour of hallot paper] ballot paper),
mark a cross (X)) i the box om the right hand side of the name of the candiclate of your
chaice, Vote for ONE candidate onlyVote ORNCE in column one for your FIRST CHEICE
and OMNCE m column twao for your SECOND CHOICE®. ]

T When vou are voding m a relerencum, mark a cross (X} in the box on the right hand sicle
of the answer of your choice. Vole ORCE only.
D vt mmark vour ballot papers m any other way or voair vistes may not be counted.

& IF you need help viding, the person helping vou must not tell anyone how you voted.

10 Put all the ballot papers in the small envelope marked & and seal it

11. Complete the postal voting statement by [#signimg i, and] providing your date of birth.

12. Then put the envelope marked A together with the postal voting statement in the larger
envelope marked B, Retum if straightaway.

Adter recelving this posial vote, you cannol voie in person al a polling station ai [this]
[these] [ebection(s) or referendumis).]*

* felelete whichever is inapproprioke)

* Alfernmively, fnsert anch mfarmotion oy ko e moer of voling as e GLRO may decide.

If vou accidentally spoil any of your ballot papers, you can apply to the [mserr “Heturming
Officer™ ar “Counting Offices™ depending o wha & the relevant returnimg o counting afficer)
for a replacement before 3 pom. on [davidete o poll]. You must returmn all the balkd papers, the

postal voting statement, and the envelopes marked A and B. Make sure vou contact the [dnsarr
“Retuming (Mlicer™ or “Counting Officer” depending on who & the relsvani refurning or
conuting officer] as soon as possible.

I Wour ballet papers and the postal voting stafement musi be received by the [inser
“Returmeg Officer™ or “Counting OFficer™ depending on who & Phe relevant ratiirning o
comnting afficer] by 10 pm, on [dedate g pall], You can deliver your completed postal
wote to any polling station in your veding area on polling day

Voting fraud is a crime. You musi not voie using a ballot paper thai is nod addressed to
wou or interfere with ansther person's balkd papers.

It is illegal to vote more than once af the same referendum (unless you are appointed as a
proxy for another person entitled to vote at the referendum)

HiFelevant returning or couniimg officer to omnt wiere a person has been granted a waiver)
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Form of Postal Voling Statement
i for use when a referendum pell is combined with another poll
but the postal ballot papers are not combined)

Postal Vioting Statement

*Mame of persan voling by post: Ballot paper Mo {Carlour)
BT ounting afficer to insent manne bt ool wisere bailaf papers senf Io a persen with a0 ancaymmes
ety i the rogister) [oaber identifying mark]

You musi provide your [# signature and | daibe of birth, 1T you do nod, the postal voting
statement will be nvalid and vour vote will not be counted.

I AMTHE PERSON THE BALLOT PAFER NUMBERED ABOVE WAS SENT TO

Diate at brrth | | | | | | | | | | | {date of birth o’
person viling )

(signsture of
#3ignature peTsan viding )
IMPOETANT - Keep
signature within beeder

HRelevans retirung oF conming aificer e el wiene @ person Ray been pramted @ waiher)

Voting frowd is o crime. You must not vole wsing o balbot paper that is i addressad o
you or inter fere with another person’s hallot paper.

PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS TO PERSOM VOTIMNG

I=sned by the Counting Officer
[METRUCTIONS TO PERSON VOTING

Complete the ballot paper yoursell and in private.
IF you need help contact the Counting Officer s stall as shown below

[eontact details for assistance
inchude address as appropriate]

1. You must provide vour [# symature and] date of bk, Yoo muost do s even if vou have
already signed a postal voling statement in respect of another election or referendum to be
held on the same dav, 1f vou do not, this postal voting statement will be invalid and your
vole will not be counted,

It

Vot ONCE only, Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may med be
countesl

3. Blark a cross (X) i the box on the Aght hand side of the answer of vour cleice.

4. If vou need help voting, the person helping you must not tell anyoms how you voled.

% Different colouss are used for the ballot papers for cach clection and referemdom.  Each
ballet paper has s own ballot paper envelope (marked Al postal veting statement and

return envelope (marked B).  The retum emvelope and postal voting statement for each
ballot  paper refer to the colour of that balled paper. It 8 important that you use the
correct envebopes and postal voling statement or vour vole may med be counted.  You may
find it helpiul to sort the decuments inlo separate sels,

6. Put the ballot paper in the small ervelope marked A and scal it
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7. Complete the postal voting statement by [#signing it, and] providing your date of barth

& Then put the envelope marked A together with the postal viting statement in the larger
covelops marked B, Return it straightaway.

After receiving this postal vate, you cannol vile in person at o palling station at this
referendum.

IF you aceudentally spoil your ballot paper, vou can apply fo the Counting Officer for a
replacement before 5 pom. om [dayddare of pall], You must refurn the spoeilt ballol paper, the
postal voting statement, and the evelopes marked A and B, Make sure vou centact the
Coumting CfTicer as soon as peasible,

! Your ballot paper and the postal voling statement miest be received by the Counting CHTicer
by 10 pom. on [dayidare of pedl]. Wou can deliver vour completed postal vote to any polling
slaion m your wr!in.g, Arca om '|'m-||ir|.¥, da}-.

Vaoting fraud is a crime. You must not vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed 1o
vou or interfere with another person's ballot paper.

It is illegal to vote more than once {unless you are appointed as o proxy for another voter)
at the same referemdum.

M omnting Cificer do aonit where @ persan has bees granted & waiver)
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OFFICLAL POLL CARD
(1o be sent 1o a voler who 15 voling in person)

Frant of card
OFFICIAL POLL CARD
Couneil: Mumber on register:
Woling Arca: “Mame
Palling Day: e e e e e
* Address
Palling hears: 7 am. fo 1 p.m.
Your polling station will be: * (Couenting Officer ta omit where poll card sent ta a
persan with an aronyerois eriyy i tha registar. Podl
o B snch & prerson mest bt dalivarad in o sealad
emvelopse |

“This card is for information saly. Yeu can vole without i, but it will save vou time if vou
take it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there,

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Back of card
[insert name of local authority] REFERENIDUL

*When vou go to the polling station, tell the clerk vour name and address, as shown on the front
of the card,

“The clerk will confirm your details on the register.

When you are given the ballot paper, g to one of the polling boaths, Mark a cross (X} m the
b on thie right hand side of the hallot paper, opposite the answer yvou are vodmg for,

Vote ONCE only. Do nod put any other mark on the ballot paper, or your vote may noi be
counted,

If wou spoil your kallot paper by mistake, show o to the presiding officer and osk for a
replacensnt.

Faold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and other unique identifying
maik on the back of the ballot paper, but do not let anyone see vour vote, Put the balked paper in
the ballot oy and leave the polling station.

IF vou will be away on the date of the pall -

®  You can apply to vote by post. Your application form must be received before 3 pom. on
[T deripidente deadline]. IF vou ane given a postal vele, you will aot be catitled o vele m
ersan al this referendum.

*  Woucan apply to vote by proscy (this means someone else can vote on your behalfl. Your
application must be recerved before 5 pam, on [-6 daydare deadling]. If vou appoint &
proccy, you can still vote in this referendum yourself if you do so before your proxy has
vobed for yow.

In certain cireumstances il may be possible 1o apply 1o vede by proxy aller [-6 daedare
dgadiine].

To changs any of your vading armngements please contact | felpline rumber| as soon s
possible;

Issued by the Counting Officer
[Where poll card sent o a persan with an anonymoes enfry in the register substibae for the
paragraphs marked with * above:-
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You muast have this card with you when yon vote. You cannot vote without it

When you po to the polling station, ask 1o speak io the presiding officer amd show them this
card.

| The presiding officer will confirm your entry on the register.|
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OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARIY

(1o be sent to a voler who s voting by post)
Fromt of card

OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD

Couneil: This notice 15 b el vou that you have asked o vols by

L post {either at this referendum or an clection combined
Wotimg Area; with this referendium ), and vou will noed be able to vole

) ) i a peelling station at this referendum.
For the referendam on: ey date] I youe want to cancel your postal vole please call the

, helpline msmber shown below before 5 pom. on
Number on Register: [-1 ] dayiidate deadiing].
. We will send your postal voting papers around
lame and Auddress: ¥
|y idante]. .

*Crnting afficer o amit wiere goll Aulidressed to:
card sent to a person with an (MName and Address)
ARCRINTRGHS ey i e rezister. Poll It your postal voting papers have not arrived by
cavd o sich o person st be delvered | [day/doce] call: [frelpline npmber] and ask for
in a sealed ermvelape. } help.

IF you lose of aceidentally spoil vour postal balkst paper, please call the helpline aumber shown

absrve as soon as possible. Replacement ballot papers can only be isswed before 5 pom, on
eyt af peall].

This eard is 1o provide vou with information absat voting by pasi.
SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD

RBack of card
[im=ert name of local auihority] REFERENTIUM

When vou receive vour postal viting pack, please read the matructions with i carefully before
completing your postal ballot papsr,

Do not let anvone see your viode. [F vou need Ielp voting, the person helping vou must nod tell
aniyone how vou have voted. You can get indeperdent lelp from the Counting Officer: please call
the helpline number shown bebo,

“ou must slgn the postal voting statement (unless you have been granted a waiver by prior
arangement with the Counting Officer) and provide your date of birth. This is a securniy
measure, 10 will not alTeet yous vole or mean it can be identified. Without your signature {unless
a waiver has been gramted). and date of hirth, the statement will nod be valid and yvour vote will not

be counted. The Counting Officer can cross cheok vour signatuse agamst ofher records that they
hokd.

It you lose or aceidentally spoil your ballot paper. please call the helpline number shown below as
sooh a4 poasible. We can only ssue replacement postal ballot papers befiore 3 pom. on [dawiare of
pli].

Complete and return vour postal vole as soon as possible. The Counting Officer must receive vour
postal vote by 10 pom. on [dayidlate of pall]. You can deliver your completed voling papers o any
polling statson m fhe voling area.

If you wanl to vode in person at this referendum, you muest cancel your postal vote before 5 pom. on
[-11 dayidate deadling].

If you need any assistance, please eall our helplne on: [Felipfine mmmber).

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not addressed to vou.
Issued by the Counting (Mficer
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OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD
(1o be sent o an appoinied proxy voling in person)
Front af card

OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD
Conneal: #This poll card 15 1o tell you that for this referendum,
] the persen named on the back of this card has
Waling Area: appointed you as their prosy.

Polling Day: *Proxy s name

Polling hours: 7 wm. o 10 p.m,

The pelling station al which vou may
vite on behall of the person who bas |

appoimied you procey will be: i Cenprting Officer to omit where poll card sent to
the proxy of a person with an arorymos eniry in the
regisfer. Poll card to such a proxy mst he delfvered
in o sealed anvelope. |

*1his card is for information only. ¥You can vote without if, but it will save time if von take
it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there.

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD

Baek of eard

[insert name of local authonty] REFERENDUN
*This poll card is to tell you that for this referendum you are appomted s proxy for:

*{Perzon’s number on regsiter)

“When you ge to the polling station, tell the clerk that yeu wish to vede as proxy en behalf of

the persan shown above,
The clerk will confirm the details on the register.

When you are grven the ballot paper, go to one of the polling boaths. Mark a cross (X)) n the
o an the right hand side of the halks paper opposile the answer the person is votng for.

Vote ONCE only. Do nod put any other mark on the ballot paper, or your vote may not be
coumted,

If wou spoil the ballot paper by mistaks, show it to the presidng officer and sk for a
replacement.

Fold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and ofher unique idemntifying
mark on the back of the ballod paper, but do not let anyonc sec the vote. Pul the ballot paper in
the ballot box and leave the polling station,

IF youw will ke away on the date of the poll, you com apply before 5 pom, on [=/ ] dio'sdate
dpadline | to vote by post, 1f you are given o postal vote, vou or the person who appointed vou
as prosy will nof be entitlesd 1o vole m person at this referendum.

The persen who appointed you as proecy may vote at this referendum. £ they wish to do so they
must vole in person before you vole on their behalf.
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It is illegal to do any of the following:

#  Vole more than onee (unless vou are appeanted as 0 proscy for another persen at the same
refizrendum.,

«  Vole as a procy at the same referendum for more than two persons unless you are their
aperuse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brodher, sister, child or grandchild

«  Vole as a prosy for a person if you know that the peraon is subject to a legal incapacity to
warle,

If :munwdxn}- Fsistanoce, Pkmu call pur hdpli.m.: omn: fﬁea:r.n'r'.rre rumbar].
l=sued by the Counting Officer

[Where podl card sent fo the praxy of @ person with an auorymous ehtry i the ragister
substitute for the texs manked with * above:-

Wi musl have this card with ¥l when you i, i wmnd visle i proxy wil ol il

Woou are entithed b vote as proxy for the person whise number on the repister is shown below:

{Person’s number on register)
To vote as proxy you must go to the polling statken shown on the front of this card, Ask o
spaak to the presidimg officer and show them this card. ]
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OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
(1o be sent to an appomted proxy voting by post)

Front of card
OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
Coaneil: This poll card is to tell you that for this referendum, the
person mamed on the back of this card has appointed you
Voting Asca: as their provy and you have decided 1o vote by post.

You will not be able i vote oi behall of the person
For the referendum on; [dawe ) wha appointed you as proxy in a polling station, 17
yous wand to conezl this postal vote and vobs in persen on
Mame and Address (Prosy polling day, please call the hdpline number shavwn below
befire & pom. on [- 1T drivdate deadiine].

We will send the proxy postal veting papers
around [daydare].

If the postal voling papers have nol arrived by
|daveddare] please call; [helpiine numibrer] and ask
for help.

If vou kose or accidentally spoil the postal ballot paper of the person who appointed you & proxy,
please call the helpline number shown above a5 soon as possible. Replacement ballod papers can
only be isswed before 3 pan. on [davidete of poll]

This card is to provide vou with information about voting by post.
SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD

Baek of eard

[imsert name of local awihoriiv] REFERENIFUM

This pall card is to tell you that for this referendum you are appointed as proxy for the
person named belovw and vou have dechled to vote by post.

Peson’s ame)
*{Person s address)

When you receive the postal voting pack. please read the instructions with it caretully before
complating the poatal ballot paper.

Do not let anyone see vour vote. I you need help votmg, the person helping you must not tell
anyone how you have voled

You must sign the postal voting statement (unless vou have been granted a wamver by prior
arrangement with the Counting Cfficer) and provide vour date of birth, This is 2 secarity
measure, [twill nod affect your vote or mean ot can be identified,  Withowt vour sipnatare (unless
vou have been granted a waiver), and date of birth. the statement will not be valid and your vobe
will not be counted. The Counting Officer can cross check vour signature against other records
they hold.

IF o bos e aceidentally spoil the pistal ballot paper, please call the elpline sumber shoiwn
below as soom as possible. We can only 1ssue replacament postal ballol papers before 5 pom. on
[dawdate of pedl].

Comiplete and retum the postal vade o5 soon as possible, The Counting Cfficer must recenve the
pastal vode by 10 pom. on [daydaie of pall]. You can deliver your completed voting papers to any
poelling station in your voling area

IF you want fo vole in person as a prosy ab this referendum. you muost canee] vour postal vide
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hefore 5 pum. on [-1F davidate deadims].

It is illegal to do any of the following:

*  Volg more than once {unkess you are appainted as a prosy for another person ) at the same
referendum,

® Wole as a proccy at the same referendum for more than tvo persons unless you ang their
spouse, givil pariner, parent, grandparent, brodher, sister, child or prandzhild,

#  Vole a3 a proxy for a person if you know that the person is subject to a legal incapacity o
wirle,

If you need any smsaistance, please call our helpline on: [Aslpline numbar].
lz=ued by the Countimg Officer

[Whera poll cord sent o the prey of @ person with an anonvmous entry i the register substiute
_I|'.'-;).r e bexd mparkarel wirth ® ahove:-

This pall card is to tell you that for this referendum you are appoinied as proxy for the voler
whose number on the register is shown below and vou have decided 1o vode by posi

You are eititled to vobe as proxy for the persen whose number on the register s shown below:

{Persom’s mumber on register], |
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Form of directions for the guidance of the voters and proxies in voting

GUIDANCE FOR VOTERS AND PROXIES AT COMBINED POLLS

1. When you are given vour ballod papers go to one of the polling booths.

2 AL | At the Parliamentary election mark a cross () in the box on the right hand side of
the ballot paper opposite the name of the candidate vou are voting for. Yote for ONE
candidate only, |*

B At the local government election({s) mark a cross (X} in the box on the right hand
side of [each]®[the]* ballol paper opposite the name of each candidate you are voling
for, [Vole [or ONE condidate only]*[Vote [or ne more than . candidates] = ]*

C. At the European Parliamentary election, mark a cross (X0 in the box on the right
hand side of the ballot paper opposite the name of the party or mdividual candidaie
vou are voting for. Vote for ONE party or candidate only. |*

#I1 | At the Greater London Authority election—

[(1} in the constituency members” election, vole for ONE candidate oanly|*

[(i1) in ihe London members” election, vole for ONE party or individual candidate
only]*

[(iity in the Lomdon Mavoral election, wote ONCE in column one for vour FIRST
CHOICE and ONCE in colwmn twe for vour SECOND CHOICE. J*]*

E. [At the [specify other] election mark a cross (X} im the box on the right hand side
of the ballot paper opposite the name of the candidate for whom you are voling. [Vole
ONCE onlyv]*[Vote ONCE in column one for vour FIRST CHOICE and ONCE in
column two for your SECOND CHOICE]® ] *

F. At the referendum|s]|* mark a cross (%) in the box on the nght hand side of [the
ballot paper]*[each ballot paper]® opposite the answer of vour choice. Vole ONCE
only,

3. [Please do not fold the ballot papers for the [specify the electionis) at which the voles are
i he counted electronically]. Fold any other ballot paperis) in two, Show the presiding
officer the number and other unigue identifying mark on the back of the ballot paper. but
der mot let anyone see your vole. Pul ench ballot paper in the [approprniate® ] ballot box and
leave the polling station. |*

3. [Fold each ballot paper m two., Show the presiding officer the number and other unigue
identifving mark on the back of the ballot paper. but do not let anvone sec your vote. Put
each balloa paper in the [appropriaie]* ballot box and leave the polling station. |*

4. [Vote only for the number of candidates specified on cach ballot paper.] [Vote for one of
the answers on [each/the]® ballet paper for the referendumn(s].]* Put mo odber mark on the
ballot papers or vour vete[s]* may nol be counted.

3, 1Y wou spodl vour ballod paper by mistake, show it 1o the presiding officer and ask for a
replacement.

* Complete or omil as necessary
#Allematively, msert such information as to the manner of voting as the GLREO may decide.
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Form of Certificate of Employvment

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT REFERENDUM

*Elecioral Voting Area of ..o

*ConstituencyRegion/Dhstrict Ward Pansh/Community of ...

[ cemify  thal (AETE)....ooin e Whe 18 nmbered
..................... mn the register of clectors for the [electoral’voting]* area named above
cannot reasonably be expected to go in person to the polling station allogied to him or her at
the referendum on [dare of poll] by reason of the particulas circumstances of hizs or her
emplovment on that date for a purpose connested with the referendum or an election with
which it i= combined—

* jap as a constable

* ybj by me

Signature

* Counting Officer/ Betuming Officer Police CdTicer | Inspector or above)

Thate e

* Delete whichever s inupproprits

Note:- The person named above is entitled 1o vote at anv polling station of the above voling
area on production and surrender of thiz cerfificate io the presiding officer,
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Form of declaration to be made by the companion

of a voter with disabilities

L i e e s e (TAME of  companion
[ A {address of companion) having
oo roquested bo sSIEL ..o e e e (name of volor or

proxy) [ the case of o praxy with dizsabiittes, adding “voting as proxy for

......................................................... (name of voter)] whose number on the regoter

[T i0 record their vole at the election|s|* and [*referendum|s]* now being held in this

*parlismentary constifuency’* Evropean Parliamentary region ™ Greater London Authority

comsiitusney:*district/London borough™parish or community™®leeal govemmentvating areal,

Halefere those words which are inapprapriote

hereby declare that

* 1 am entitled to voie on my ewn behalf at the said referendum

o Tamthe * s of the said voler or proxy and have attained the age of 18
yoars, and

& | have not previously assisted amy voler with disabilities Jexeepb. e
(name of other vober or proxyl, of (addrass of
ather voter or proxy]] to vele at the said referendum.

“State the relationslip of the companion fo the voter or proxy

Simmed e [Companion)

DHale e e e
1, the undersigned, being the presidmg offieer for (polling station ) for
Bz e woting arg of heeby certify that

the above declaration, having been first read to the above-named companion, was signed by the
COMPAnion i my prescnce.
SIS i e LPTESIRING Officer)

Date .. . FE .
TN et e e e {a.m./p.m.}
NOTE
1. If the person makimg the above declaration knowingly and wilfully makes therem a statement

false i a matenial particular, he will be guilty of an offence.

2 Acvider or proxy with disabilities is a person who has made a declaration wnder the Lozal
Government Act Referendums {Combination of Palls) Rules that he is so incapacitated by his
blmdness or otler disability, or by his inability to read, as to be unable to vote without
amsislance.
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SCHEDULE 6

Regulation 15

Application, with further modifications, of the Representation
of the People Act 1983 in relation to Referendum Petitions

(1) Provision

(2) Further modifications

Section 128 (presentation of petition questioning
local election)(133)

Section 129 (time for presentation or amendment
of petition questioning local election)

Section 130 (election court for local election in
England and Wales, and place of trial)(134)

In subsection (1)—

(a) for “under the local government Act”
substitute “under the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums) (England)
Regulations 20077, and

(b) omit “either” and the words from “, or by

a person” to the end.

In subsection (2), for the words from the
beginning to “any” substitute “Any”.

In subsection (1) for “under the local
government Act” substitute “under the Local
Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007

In subsection (2)(b) for “a candidate elected at
the election” substitute “any person”.

In subsection (3)(b) for “the candidate elected
at the election, or by an agent of the candidate
or with the privity of the candidate or his
election agent” substitute “any person”.

Omit subsections (4) and (5).

For subsection (7) substitute—

“(7) Subsections (3) and (6) apply
notwithstanding that the act constituting the
alleged illegal practice amounted to a corrupt
practice.”

Omit subsection (9).

In subsection (1) for “and Wales under the
local government Act” substitute “under the
Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007

In subsection (3)(a) for “and Wales under the
local government Act” substitute “under the
Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007

(133) 1983 c. 2; section 128 was amended by paragraph 12 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
(134)Section 130 was amended by paragraph 50 of Schedule 10 to the Courts and Legal Services Act 1990 (c. 41) and paragraph
2 of Schedule 17 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
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(1) Provision

(2) Further modifications

Section 131 (accommodation of and attendance
on court)

Section 132 (remuneration and allowances)

Section 133 (repayments under section 131 and
132)

Section 136 (security for costs)(135)

Section 137 (petition at issue)(136)
Section 138 (list of petitions)(137)

Section 139 (trial of petition)

In subsection (2)(b) for “petition questioning
an election under the local government
Act” substitute “referendum petition within
the meaning of regulation 15 of the
Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007

In subsection (1)(a) for “all election petitions”
substitute “all referendum petitions within

the meaning of regulation 15 of the Local
Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007

In subsection (3) for the words from the
beginning to “candidates” substitute “Two or
more persons”.

In subsection (4)—

(a) for “the same election or to elections
under the local government Act”
substitute “the same referendum or
referendums under the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums) (England)
Regulations 2007”, and

for “the election list”, in both places,
substitute “the list made out under
subsection (1)”.

(b)

In subsection (1) omit , in the case of a
parliamentary election petition, 14 days and in
any other case,”.

Omit subsection (3).

For subsection (5) substitute—

“(5) On the trial of a petition, the respondent
may give evidence in the same manner as if he
had presented a petition against the referendum.”

(135)Section 136 was amended by paragraph 48 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraph
19 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
(136) The existing section 137 was substituted for section 137 as originally enacted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 17 to the Political

Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).

(137)Section 138 was amended by paragraph 4 of Schedule 17 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).
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(1) Provision (2) Further modifications
For subsection (6) substitute—

“(6)  Where the petition relates to a
referendum as regards which, by reason of an
equality of votes found at the count, the result
was determined by lot, that determination is to
be effective also for the purposes of the petition
unless subsection (6A) applies.

(6A) This subsection applies where the court
disallows any vote cast in the referendum; and in
any such case—

(a) the determination referred to in
subsection (6) is to have no effect,

and
(b) the court is to declare the result of the
referendum.
(6B) Where—

(a) the petition relates to a referendum at
which no equality of votes was found
at the count, and

(b) the court—

(1) disallows any vote cast in the
referendum, and

(i1) determines that an equality
of votes was cast in the
referendum,
the result of the referendum is to be determined
by the court by lot.””

Section 140 (witnesses)(138)

Section 141 (duty to answer relevant
questions)(139)

Section 143 (expenses of witnesses)

Section 145 (conclusion of trial of local election For subsection (1) substitute—

petition)(140) “(1) At the conclusion of the trial of a
petition questioning a referendum under the
Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007 the election court is
to determine—

(a) in the case of a petition presented
on the ground mentioned in
regulation 15(1)(a) of those
Regulations, whether the result of
the referendum was or was not in

(138)Section 140 was amended by paragraph 49 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).
(139)Section 141 was amended by paragraph 50 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraph
84 of Schedule 27 to the Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33).
(140)Section 145 was amended by paragraph 33 of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29).
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(1) Provision (2) Further modifications
accordance with the votes cast in the
referendum,

(b) in the case of a petition presented
on the ground mentioned in
regulation 15(1)(b) or (c¢) of those
Regulations, whether the referendum
was void.

(1A)  Following a determination under
subsection (1)(a), the election court must, as the
circumstances require, confirm or reverse the
result of the referendum.”

In subsection (3)—

(a) for “sections 158 and” substitute
“section”, and

(b) for the words from “for which” to the
end substitute “by which or in respect of
which the referendum was held”.

In subsection (6) for “for which the election
was held” substitute “by which or in respect of
which the referendum was held”.

Section 146 (special case for determination of Omit subsection (2).

High Court)
In subsection (3) for the words from the
beginning to “local government Act” substitute

“(3) In the case of a referendum petition
under the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007,”.

Section 147 (withdrawal of petition)

Section 154 (costs of petition)

Section 155 (neglect or refusal to pay costs)

Section 156 (further provision as to costs)(141)

Section 157 (appeals and jurisdiction)(142) Omit subsection (4).

Section 160(1) and (3) (persons reported Omit subsection (1)(b).
personally guilty of corrupt practices)(143)

Section 161 (Justices of the Peace)(144)

(141)Section 156 was amended by paragraph 51 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).

(142)Section 157 was amended by paragraph 6 of Schedule 17 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41)
and paragraph 28 of Schedule 11 to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 5).

(143)Subsection (1) was amended by paragraph 52 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50), and the
present subsection (3) was substituted for subsection (3) as originally enacted by that paragraph.

(144)Section 161 was amended by paragraph 53 of Schedule 4, and Schedule 5, to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50)
and paragraph 149 of Schedule 4 to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 5).
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(1) Provision (2) Further modifications

Section 162 (member of legal and certain other
professions)(145)

Section 163 (holder of licence or certificate
under Licensing Acts)(146)

Section 164(1) and (2) (avoidance of election for In subsection (1)—

general corruption etc.) (a) for “election”, in the first two places
where that words appears, substitute
“referendum”,

(b) for “the election of any person at that
election” substitute “a particular outcome
in relation to the question asked in the
referendum”, and

(c) for paragraphs (a) and (b) substitute “,
the referendum, if that outcome was
achieved, is void”.

In subsection (2) for “An election” substitute
“A referendum”.
Section 167 (application for relief)(147)

Section 180 (evidence by certificate of holding Omit sub-paragraph (ii) and the word
of election) immediately preceding it.

Section 183 (costs)(148)
Section 184 (service of notices)(149)
Section 185 (interpretation of Part 3)(150)

SCHEDULE 7 Regulation 15

Modifications of the Election Petition Rules 1960

(1) Provision modified (2) Modification

Rule 2(2)(151) After the definition of “the Act” insert—
““the 2007 Regulations” means the Local
Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2007;”.

After the definition of “local election petition”
insert—

(145)Section 162 was amended by paragraph 54 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).

(146) Section 163 was amended by paragraph 55 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50).

(147)Section 167 was amended by paragraph 56 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and paragraph
18 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41).

(148)Section 183 was amended by paragraph 28 of Schedule 11 to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 5).

(149)Section 184 was amended by paragraph 19 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41)
and S.I. 2001/1149.

(150) Section 185 was amended by paragraph 10 of Schedule 17 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41)
and paragraphs 86 and 87 of Schedule 6 to the Licensing Act 2003 (c. 17).

(151) Amended by S.1. 1985/1278.
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(1) Provision modified

(2) Modification

Rule 2(3)(152)

Rule 4(1)(153)

Rule 10(154)
Rule 12(3)(155)
Rule 14(2)(156)

Rule 16(3)(157)

Rule 18(158)

(152) Amended by S.I.
(153) Amended by S.I.
(154) Amended by S.I.
(155) Amended by S.I.
(156) Amended by S.I.
(157) Amended by S.I.
(158) Amended by S.I.

1985/1278.
1985/1278.
1985/1278.
1999/1352.
1999/1352.
1999/1352.
1985/1278.

““referendum petition” means a petition
under the 2007 Regulations;””.

In the definition of “petition” insert at the end
“or a referendum petition”.

For the definition of “constituency” substitute

(3113

constituency” in relation to—

(a) alocal election petition, means the
local government area to which the
petition relates;

(b) areferendum petition, means the

local government area in which the

referendum is held;”.

After the definition of “returning officer” insert
“and, in relation to a referendum petition, any
reference to a provision of the Act must be
construed as a reference to that provision as
applied by the 2007 Regulations.”

After “local government Act” insert “and
referendums under the 2007 Regulations”.

Omit sub-paragraph (a).

For sub-paragraph (b) substitute—

“(b) the date and result of the
referendum to which the petition
relates;”.

In sub-paragraph (c) for the words from
“petition” to “the Act” substitute “referendum
petition”.

Omnit.
For “the election” substitute “the referendum”.

For “the election may” substitute “the
referendum may”.

For “the election may” substitute “the
referendum may”.

113

After “local election petition” insert “or a
referendum petition”.
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(1) Provision modified (2) Modification
The Schedule(159) For “a Parliamentary (or Local Government)
Election for (state place) .. .. .. ..” substitute “a

referendum in (state area)”.

In paragraph 1—

(a) for “election”, in the first place where that
word occurs, substitute “referendum”,

(b) omit “(or was a candidate at the
above election) (or in the case of a
parliamentary election claims to have had
a right to be elected or returned at the
above election)”.

For paragraph 2 substitute—

“2. That referendum was held on the
[insert day] day of [insert month] [insert
year]”.

In paragraph 4 omit “in the case of a petition
mentioned in section 122(2) or (3) or”.

For paragraph (1) of the Prayer substitute—

“(1) That it may be determined [that the result
of'the referendum was not in accordance with the
votes cast]* [that the referendum is avoided]*
[that the referendum is tainted as mentioned in
regulation 17(3) of the 2007 Regulations]*.”

* Include or omit as the circumstances
require.”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations re-enact Regulations of the same name made in 2001 (S.I. 2001/1298) (“the
2001 Regulations”) to make provision for the conduct of referendums to be held under section 27
of the Local Government Act 2000 (c. 2) (“the 2000 Act”), or by virtue of regulations or an order
made under any provision of Part 2 of the 2000 Act. These Regulations apply only in relation to
England. The referendums will relate to the question of whether a county, district or London borough
council should adopt executive arrangements that include a mayor and cabinet executive, a mayor
and council manager executive or a leader and cabinet executive.

(159) Amended by S.I. 1985/1278.
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The principal changes that are made to the 2001 Regulations are, first, to make the changes necessary
to implement the changes made by the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22) (“the 2006 Act”)
in this context; secondly, to set out the rules for the conduct of referendums in full; and, thirdly, to
remove the option of a referendum being conducted by means of an all-postal ballot.

Regulation 3 and Schedule 1 prescribe the form of words of the question to be asked in the
referendum.

Regulation 4 requires public notice to be given of the authority’s proposals under section 25 of the
2000 Act or, as the case may be, under regulation 17 or 19 of the Local Authorities (Referendums)
(Petitions and Directions) Regulations 2000 (“the Petitions and Directions Regulations”), under
regulations under section 30 or 33 of the 2000 Act, or an order under section 36 of that Act. The notice
must specify the date of the referendum, various matters relating to the conduct of the referendum,
and the availability for public inspection of the authority’s proposals. This regulation also allows
authorities to provide factual information about their proposals, outline fall-back proposals and the
referendum, so long as the information is presented fairly.

Regulation 5 imposes restrictions on the material that may be published, displayed or distributed by
and on behalf of the authority during the period of 28 days before the date of the referendum.

Regulation 6 imposes a referendum expenses limit on the amount that may be incurred by way of
referendum expenses (both terms are defined in regulation 6(1), to which Schedule 2 is relevant).
The amount of referendum expenses is uprated to reflect inflation between the making of the 2001
Regulations and these Regulations. An offence is created for expenditure in excess of the referendum
expenses limit.

Regulation 7 provides for amounts relevant to the use of certain property, services and facilities to
be treated as incurred by way of referendum expenses for the purposes of regulation 6.

Regulation 8 provides for the conduct of a referendum which is not combined with any other polls.
The 2001 Regulations applied for this purpose The Local Elections (Principal Areas) Rules 1986 (S.1.
1986/2214) with modifications. These Regulations set out the rules for the conduct of a referendum
in full (the Local Government Act Referendums Rules), in Schedule 3. The changes which reflect
the 2006 Act are summarised at the end of this note. Other electoral legislation is applied, with
modifications, to facilitate the conduct of referendums (as set out in Tables 1 to 6 of Schedule 4).

Regulation 9 specifies who is to be the counting officer at the referendum.

Regulation 10 provides for the poll at the referendum to be combined with polls at the elections
specified in it, where the referendum would otherwise be held within a period of 28 days either
before or after the date of the election.

There are two principal exceptions to this. The first (as contained in paragraph (3)) applies where
public notice has already been given of the referendum before an announcement of the date of certain
of the elections specified in this paragraph. Where this exception applies, the referendum is to be
held on the date of which public notice has been given. The second (as contained in paragraph (5))
applies where the combination of polls would result in the poll at the referendum being held between
five and six months after the date that is determined for the purposes of Part 2 of the Petitions and
Directions Regulations as the “petition date”, or in a case in which the Secretary of State has directed
that a referendum be held, the date of his direction. In such a case the referendum may be (but need
not be) held in a period provided under the Petitions and Directions Regulations.

Regulation 10 also provides for the optional combination of referendums with elections to fill
casual vacancies in the case of councillors, or, in London, vacancies in Greater London Authority
constituencies. It provides for the combination of referendums with other referendums held under
the 2000 Act by other authorities.

Regulation 11 makes provision for the conduct of referendums when combined with elections.
The rules for conducting such referendums are again set out in full (the Local Government Act
Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules), in Schedule 5. Other electoral legislation is applied to
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facilitate the conduct of such referendums, as is the case with referendums which are not combined
with other polls.

Regulation 12 makes provision about the conduct of elections, when they are combined with the
poll at a referendum.

Regulation 13 makes provision about the conduct of a referendum the poll at which is combined
with another referendum.

Regulation 14 deals with the result of the referendum, subject to the provisions which allow the
result of the referendum to be challenged.

Regulation 15 makes provision for a referendum to be challenged by the bringing of a referendum
petition. The provisions of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2) contained in Schedule 6
are applied with modifications to facilitate this. Regulations 16 and 17 address the immediate
consequences of the bringing of a referendum petition (as to whether the authority may implement
or continue to operate new executive arrangements in pursuance of the referendum) and how a
referendum petition is to be determined.

Regulation 18 provides for certain days to be ignored in computing certain periods of time for the
purposes of these Regulations.

Regulation 19 exempts advertisements relating specifically to the referendum from regulations under
the Town and County Planning Act 1990 (c. 8) controlling the display of advertisements.

Regulation 20 provides that premises used in relation to the referendum for public meetings or the
taking of the poll are to be treated as unoccupied for rating purposes.

Schedule 1 prescribes the referendum questions.
Schedule 2 makes provision about the matters relevant to referendum expenses.
Schedule 3 contains the Local Government Act Referendums Rules.

Schedule 4 applies electoral legislation with modifications to facilitate the conduct of referendums
(and with the exception of Tables 1, 4 and 5) elections combined with referendums. Provisions from
the following enactments and subordinate legislation are applied: the Representation of the People
Acts 1983 (c. 2), 1985 (c. 50) and 2000 (c. 2), the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act
2000 (c. 41), the 2006 Act and the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations
2001 (S.I. 2001/341).

Schedule 5 contains the Local Government Act Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules.

Schedule 6 applies with modifications provisions of the Representation of the People Act 1983 for
the purposes of the bringing of a referendum petition to challenge the result in a referendum.

Schedule 7 makes modifications to the Election Petition Rules 1960, when applied to referendums
by regulation 15(9).
The provisions of the Local Government Act Referendums Rules and the Local Government Act

Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules (collectively, “the Rules”) which reflect changes made
by the 2006 Act include the following.

The Rules reflect new security measures introduced by the 2006 Act. Security markings on ballot
papers are provided for; so too are unique identifying marks. Counterfoils on ballot papers are
replaced by corresponding number lists. Requirements are imposed requiring postal voters and postal
proxies to provide both their signature and date of birth when returning postal ballot papers.

The Rules reflect alterations as to the circumstances in which a person may give a tendered vote. New
requirements are introduced as to the information and accessibility of information to be provided
by counting officers to voters.

The Rules reflect changes made as to the persons who may be admitted to a polling station and the
count to observe referendums.
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Amendments are made to provide for transmission of information to a presiding officer of alterations
to the electoral register taking effect on the day of the poll. Amendments consequential upon the
introduction of a scheme for the anonymous registration of certain electors are made.

The Rules reflect changes made regarding the retention and inspection of referendum documents
after the poll.

The new forms which are appended to the Rules reflect the changes made by the 2006 Act.
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